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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT
MOURNING WARBLER Cel //;f/ Owpt
R ACCEPT 7-0
Location: Lamar Community College grove = "Willow Creek"; Prowers County; Lamar, Colorado

Date:  May 9-15, 1999

We first found this bird with remnants of the May 8th CFO field trip. The bird was well seen on May 9th and then subsequently seen for
almost a week. Although it started as a very secretive warbler, there were many occasions when the bird foraged quite openly and gave
"crippling" good views. On the 9th | observed it at first from 8:00-8:30 a.m. from distances of 25-40 feet with B&L Elite 10x40 binoculars.
The day was sunny. It foraged most often from ground level to up to mid-levels of 10 feet or so. It moved stealthily at times, like
Oporomis sp. warblers. The bird gave a flat, dry “chip" note rarely, but especially when it flushed

Description:

The bird was a breeding-plumaged male. It was about the size, shape and pattern of a MacGillivray's Warbler, being a large warbler -
about 6" long and was quite heavy-bodied and long-tailed. It was uniformly olive colored above. The wings were dark and lacked
wingbars. It had a complete dark, gray hood that came down across the chest. The hood was black at the bottom The undersides were
otherwise a bright, deep yellow, including the undertail coverts. The face was dark gray, like the crown and hood -- and the blackest part
of the face was a blackish smudge around the eye. There was no trace of white eye crescents nor eyering.

imilar

The only other true ID contenders are MacGillivray's Warbler (smaller bib; dull to bright white eye crescents) and Connecticut Warbler
(less extensive, lighter gray hood; complete white or buff eyering; gray, not black, lores).

Expe —

| have seen all Oporomis sp. in Colorado and/or elsewhere in the U.S. The most recent Mouring Warblers that | have observed were 9
during 1979 in northern lllinois and a in September 1993 at Lake Henry and a male in Colorado in 1995.

This report is prepared from notes made during and after observation.
Mark Janos

10 Sedum Ct. Wan s
Pueblo, CO 81001
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