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LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL
Larus fuscus

Location: Cherry Creek Reservoir, Cherry Creek S.R.A.; Arapahoe County, Colorado
Date:  November 14, 15, 1992

This bird was found by others the previous week and seen by many.
Setting:

| found this bird about 3:00 p.m. on November 14 and again in the aftemoon of the 15th. | watched it with my scope (Kowa 20-60X) as it
stood perched on a log off of the Prairie Loop at Cherry Creek. It also swam in the water, preened, spread its wings and took short
hopping flights, but | never saw it in sustained flight. | saw it for a total of about 45 minutes on both days at distances of about 200-400
yards. The light was excellent.
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The bird was an adult in winter plumage. It was about 24" long, smaller than a Herring Gull and seemed about the size of a Califomia
Gull (although | did not get side-by-side comparison with a Califoria). It was slender and longer-winged (folded wingtips about 2" beyond
tail) than a California Gull. The mantle and wings were dark grey, a whole shade or two darker than the California Gull (as the Califomia
is darker than a Herring Gull). The dark grey wing blended evenly into the black wing tip, seemingly without a sharp border between the
two colors. There was a broad white terminal border to the secondaries. The underwing was quite dark, especially the primaries, which
were blackish from undemeath. The head was white with a dusky wash to the crown, nape and sides of neck, paler and less extensive
than on the California Gulls nearby. The face and fore-neck were white. The legs were yellow in some lights but fleshy- or pinkish-yellow
at other times. The bill was bright yellow with a large red sub-terminal spot on the lower mandible.

Similar Species:
The darker mantle and long-winged look (in direct comparison with Califomia and Herring Gulls) eliminate those tow. Ring-billed Gull
smaller, lighter and with dark ring on bill. Other dark-backed gulls are Slaty-backed (larger, with pink legs, more white in distal primaries,

smaller red spot on bill), Great Black-backed (darker, larger, with massive bill) and Westem/Yellow-footed Gulls (darker, larger, pink-
legged (Westem) with massive bills).
Expei ith Species:

| have seen many Great Black-backed Gulls, Westem Gulls and Yellow-footed Gulls. | have only seen three Lesser Black-backed Gulls,
one adult, and all in Colorado.

This report was prepared from notes made at the time of observation.

Mark Jalnos
10 Sedum Ct. WMadifpns
Pueblo, CO 81001 |
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