SPECIES: GLOSSY 1BIS Ui 8/ q “5 P\

LOCATION: ON BOTH SIDES OF WELD COUNTY ROAD 1(WHICH IS THE WELD-BOULDER
COUNTY LINE) 1/2 MI N. OF COLO HWY 52, NORTH OF ERIE.
14949
DATE: 5/7 2 GLOSSY 1BIS AND 7 WHITE-FACED 1BIS WERE SEEN, 5/8 1 GLOSSY AND
12 WHITE-FACED IBIS WERE SEEN, 5/9 AT LEAST 2 GLOSSY AND 30-40
WHITE-FACED [BIS WERE SEEN.

CONDITIONS:  5/7 WAS THE BEST LOOX WITH SUNLIGHT AT OUR BACK, THE BIRDS WERE
SEEN THROUGH A 40 POWER KOWA SCOPE AT LESS THAN 200 FEET.

HABITAT: A SMALL IRRIGATION DITCH WITH MUD FLATS AND CATTAILS.
BEHAVIOR: FEEDING ALONG THE DITCH, OCCASIONALLY FLYING AROUND.

DISCRIPTION: MEDIUM-SIZED WADER. BLACK WITH IRRIDESCENT GREEN AND CINNAMON,
LONG DECURVED BILL. THE GLOSSY IBIS HAD A DARK BLUE FACE WITH A
BLUEISH WHITE BORDER. THE BORDER DID NOT GO BEHIND EYE OR UNDER
CHIN. IN THE SAME LIGHT, THE WHITE-FACED HAD A PINKISH FACEWITH A
WHITER BORDER. WHICH DID GO BEHIND EYE AND UNDER CHIN. THE EYE,
SEEN IN BRIGHT SUNLIGHT, WAS BROWN FOR THE GLOSSY, RED FOR THE
WHITE-FACED. THE BiLLS OF BOTH SPECIES WERE OLIVE-GREY WITH PINKISH
TONE IN BRIGHT SUNLIGHT- THE WHITE-FACED BILL WAS PERHAPS A BIT
PINKER . BUT NOT MUCH. THE LEGS AND FEET OF THE GLOSSY WERE
BLUEISH-GREY, SHOWING A LITTLE PINKISH TONE IN BRIGHT SUNLIGHT. THE
KNEE AND ANXLE JOINTS WERE PINKISH AND SHOWED A STRONG CONTRAST
WITH THE REST OF THE LEG THAT COULD EASILY BE SEEN AT A DISTANCE. IN
THE SAME LIGHT THE WHITE-FACED IBIS LEGS WERE REDISH ALL THE WAY
FROM THE TOES TO THE BODY, THE JOINTS WERE A LITTLE BRIGHTER BUT DID
NOT SHOW A STRONG CONTRAST. SOME IMMATURE WHITE-FACED 18IS WERE
PRESENT THAT DID NOT SHOW THE STRONG WHITE FACIAL BORDER AND DID
SHOW SOME LEG-KNEE CONTRAST. THESE COULD EASILY BE DISTINGUISHED
FROM THE GLOSSY 1BIS BY THE FACIAL COLOR, THE EYE COLOR, THE PATTERN
OF THE BORDER OF THE FACE, AND THE GENERAL LACK OF THE BRIGHT
BREEDING PLUMAGE SHOWN BY BOTH THE GLOSSY AND THE WHITE-FACED
IBIS IN BREEDING CONDITION.

DISCUSSION:  THERE IS NO DOUBT IN MY MIND THAT THE BIRDS IN QUESTION WERE GLOSSY
IBIS. ALL THE FIELD MARKS WERE OBSERVED IN GOOD LIGHT WITH GOOD
BINOCULARS AND SCOPES. THE GLOSSY 1BIS COULD EASILY BE PICKED OUT OF
THE GROUP WITH BINOCULARS. INEZ TOOX PHOTOGRAPHS ON 5-8 WITH A
400MM LENS-UNFORTUNATELY THE BIRDS WERE NOT AS CLOSE AS THEY WERE
WHEN FIRST SEEN ON 5-7 BUT THE PHOTOGRAPHS DO SHOW MOST OF THE
FIELD MARKS. INCLUDED IS A TOO-MUCH ENLARGED PRINT OF THE BEST
SHOT SHOWING BOTH SPECIES. 1 WILL SUBMIT SMALLER PRINTS OF THIS AND
OTHER SHOTS ON REQUEST

OTHER OBSERVERS: MANY-INCLUDING BILL BROCKNER. MARK NIKAS, BOB SPENCER, PETER
GENT, JOHN PRATHER, lprz PRATHER

Signed; @M
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Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.

Species: Clossy 1818 I PLECADS Pl ewELiug
(Vernacular Mame) (Scientific Name)

Date(s): Suwinay MW K 1181

ilumber of birds seen: yNE Sex: wzu;m Plumage: fdrewomve

Locality: h MiE N ek paciely T3 ov wED ce Romo OWE ‘Elevation: ram’

Hearest town: LOWE Mo T County: weLp

Time(s) observed: ) 2:30pm > 30

Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): ' 90 MIMTES

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):

DA~ BRDCES, ReRERT SPEVCER

-

Other obse;vers who saw the bird indepencently (give names, addresses, telephone numbers)
QiLL PRATHER,  Sviw PRATHEY

Light conditions (position of bird to 1ight and shade, direction and strergth of 1light):
Sur/ SHHE AVd  PPARM AL erqud wveER Sun l!‘lhwo‘ ws,

Optical eyuipment used (e.g. power, types): ,ox m:.«qg A 20-401 ﬂ:iesws

Distance, and how measured: v M Ar UuBetT

If photographed, type of equipment and film:

Who else photographed the bird?

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):

FE2UING W B DiTecH WITH 9 WH T~ Feed 1418,

Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used
to icentify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and il-
lustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually observe in the field:

Ths BiRd  wee  WATH WHTE-PACED 181 | femE iv BREZOING PLumAE AwD  EenE
IV RRST YERR  pLumAGE.  THE  DIMEVEINS 0F THE B1RD  Lovked ERATLY LKE weF oIS .
™ HME. Ths  g1Ro APPERLED ™ Br ) Full EREEDING  PLumAgE wWITH & BRia WY oY

fnp  PuLt  (jLesS, I Bt Wht  BRawv ITH ‘ﬁ,«:r ™HE  w~F jm BILLS Lgfxed QuITY




Descriptien (continued):
SIMILAR  AwD WERE MT BRIGKT RO, THE B0 wm A very WA~ WA LmMAG

™ Mode Sy WWE WBT PRee TWE TP [gerrw oF @i e [ §rTTem oF EVE,

IT B0 oY ke ARNND EYEL W THE WP RIS v QREDIVG  PLamicr, THE WHITE WAt MucH

BRADER  AND  wENT  COWPLETRY  ARmwd The EVE, v Wew-§REDwe L-F 18IS AT wht THE

' ceeV
SAME  SHAPE BNT &aTE DARK W . THE LERS AND YT oF THE giRo WERE

0
IT¢ DeLL RED  KMEES.  THE WP RIS W0 BRIGHT RE®  kweES Awp FeET . Ths fIR
w

Mo A RV ENE | werMBS e geerDivG w-F Bis ey RPE0 EVET [ Geeumnisth 1n

NoW-BREEDING  woF 1BIS, wwhew Vhse  WAD  PALER  LeCs THAw TUE BREXDIVE WoF 1813),
Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):

MYy FewLivg ¢ TM'I’| 1¥  THE pESCtPTOWS  AWD

GEoaRmPic R QuidE RRE CcoRRELT, Thew Ths Biro Wil B GUHY 1615

DIFFeERENCES IV THE ﬂ/ﬂ’ﬂm

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
WA WTR . AONS carms - fod peEeY  wreR

How did you'eliminate similarly appearing species?

T R W/ TE - PAceD \BIS LY g Pine EMGE OF Prcuse SKiv RO wer Go

Meund EVE ?) GROV  LeTS Awo FErT  [Rev FEET v weRI8S)  3) QRewn eXE (WoT en_)'

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?
VELY PriaAat w1 TH WHTE- Pe€d )5,
HAvE feev Ly s cevmAe Times WERY Ul D FuURDPE

List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification:

a) at time of observaticn: VETIeWAT  QeradAPe  Cuior

b) after observation:

This report was written from reports made during _x , after observation from memory

Date and time report was written: 78_n8Y 199 3
Reporting observer: ferex_ R Cent Signature: Pl £ Cot
Address: ST Seuwty 7rh o, i’wue't: (o Bo3e3.
A1l reports will be maintained permanently at the address below:
Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZCOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUSEUM OF HATURAL HISTORY
CITY PARK

DEIVER, CO 80205




