Colorado Field Ornithologists Sight Record Form K 1/3/ /éu “P‘d
(This is a two-page report. Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if 1 2 000 1 5

Eac cell will automatically enlarge as you type!
“FO-RC FILE X: 7 =0 (A
RESULTS: Ll
species:(Common Name) Glossy Ibis I (Scientific Name) Plegadis facincllus
Jate(s) of occurrence: 23May 1999
Number of birds seen: | | Scx: unknown l Plumage: allcrnate
3xact location: Lower Latham Reservoir, south side
“ounty: Weld I Nearest town: LaSalle l Elevation: ~5000 feet
-ength of observation: 25 minutes Time(s) of observation: 1600-1625

Jther observers who saw the bird(s) with you: Beth Dillon, Jerry Dunphy and two other ficld trip participants

Jther Observers who independently saw the bird(s): Luke Cole and several others whose names I do not know

_ight Conditions (quality; direction relative to bird(s); position: We were looking north at the bird in excellent light. Clear skies, full sun
ate in the afternoon.
Jptical equipment used: Kowa TSN 824 60x magnification, Bushnell Spacemaster 60x magnification

Jistance from bird(s) (estimated unless otherwise noted): 80-100 meters
Was bird(s) photographed? No If so, have you submitted photos”
¥ho took the photographs?

Jescribe the general and specific habitat in which the bird(s) occurred: The bird was seen in flooded grass adjacent to cattails on the cdge
f Lower Latham Reservoir

describe the bird's behavior (flying, feeding, habits, behaviors used in identifying the Species or in supporting the identification): The bird
vas actively foraging along the edge of the caltails.

Jescribe the bird in detail. This is thc most important part of this report. Include the overall size und shape and how you placed the bird in
he general group that you did. Give complete details of plumage, including head, throat, undersides, nape, back, wings and tail. Give
sarticular emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird(s). Describe other important details, such as color and shape of bill, legs, eye,
‘etc.) that were important in making the identification. (Fill out this portion even if photographs arc submitted; you may attach additional
sheets, drawings, field sketches or copy ficld notes): The bird was alone and was an alternatc plumaged Plegadis This. This was clear from
he bright magenta plumage and the bright bluc border on the facial skin. The facial skin cxtended above and below the eye but not behind
he eyc. The facial skin was cdged with an obvious metallic blue color. Despite the distance, we were able to tell that the eye was quite
jark. Ieg color was difficult to asscss due to the tall grass that the bird was foraging in. T was able to tell that the legs were generally dark
»ut | was not able to assess whether the ankles were differently colored than the rest of the legs. The legs had a grayish brown color.
describe bird’s call or song: None were heard

discuss similar species and how you climinated them:

he bird was clcarly a Plegadis. Given this, the possiblitics included White, Glossy, and White-faced. While-faced Ibis is the only
egularly occurring Plegadis specics in Colorado. Thus it is critical to distinguish the bird in qucstion from this species. It was easy to
iismiss White Ibis duc the fact that the bird was in alternate plumage and was magenta in color. This leaves Glossy Tbis as the only other
Plegadis that regularly occurs in North America. White-faced and Glossy Tbis arc very similarly appearing specics but with the excellent
siewing conditions we were able to see the crucial characteristics that identified the bird as a Glossy Ibis. The most important character
was the eyc color. The bird in question possessed a dark cyc in contrast to the pink cyc of Whitc-Taced Ibis. Additionally, the facial skin of
his bird did not extend behind the eye and had an obvious blue tinge to the border. It is important to note that the facial skin cxtended
bove and below the eye but not behind the eye. Leg color was also consistent with Glossy Ibis. The legs were darker overall but the color
o the ankles was not well seen.

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appcaring species?

Zarlier in the season (April 10th) I saw a White-faced Ibis that did not posscss a white border to its facial skin (presumably because it was
10t fully molted into altcrnate plumage). This carly White-faced Ibis did not have any bluish color on its facial skin and the facial skin
:xtended behind the cye. This cxperience was an cxcellent lesson in Plegadis identification. | was able 1o get excellent looks at this carly
sird and run through all of the crucial characters for distinguishing White-faced [rom Glossy Ibis. More gencerally, 1 have seen all three
specics many times in various places in the last five ycars. In Texas 1 many Whitc and Glossy Ibis on a birding trip in 1996. Sincc then I
rave been living in the west and have observation many Whitc-faced Ibis every spring and summer. Additionally, David Ely and [
abserved another Glossy Ibis on 14 May, 1999 in Larimer County.




_ist books, guides, recordings or other sources consulted and how this influenced your identification (during and after observation): The
National Geographic field guide (2nd edition) was used during the observation.

T'his report is from notes made during xxx__or after observation or later from memory

Jate of written report: 5 January, 2000

Fal e
eporting observer: Joe Fontaine Signature: Y=< v - -
lepomﬁg Observer’s Address: 3108 Sumac St s J :
_ity: Fort Collins | State: CO | Zip: 80526
Send report to:
Colorado Birds Record Committee
c/o Bill Lisowsky
2919 Silverplume Dr.
Ft. Collins, Co. 80526
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