File No, NeS5L-53
SCOTT!S ORIOLE = = = ~ Icterus parisorum

On May 1, 1975, John and Joyce Cooper of Lakewood observed one sub-adult maleq
(1st year) Scott!s Oriole at Red Rocks Park, lMorrison, Jefferson County. On the
following day, May 2, 1975, J. V. Remsen Jr,, also of Lakewood, saw the same
bird at the same location, Written documentation submitted by these observers
has been reviewed by the CFO Official Records Committee, Based upon the details
furnished by Cooper and Remsen, the Records Committee has ruled to accept these
Sight Reports and to add the Scott's Oriole to the Official State List of the
Birds of Colorado (number L25).

John Cooper reported watching the bird from 10:00 A,M, until 10:30 A,M, as it
deliberately fed on cottomwood catkins, It did not move mcve than fifteen feet
during the one-half hour period of observation, Mr, Cooper described his bird as
follows: "Slender black and yellow bird, slightly smaller than a Robin, Bill:
Oriole-type - fairly long, uniformly tapered to sharp point; black, Crown and
Forehead: Brownish-black; crown and nape show olive when viewed from rear, Nape:
Brownish-black, Face: Brownish-black, Throat: Brownish-black, Eye: Black,
Breast and Sides: Breast, brownish-black; sides, greenish-yellow, Belly and
Flanks: Greenish-yellow, Undertail Coverts: Greenish-yellow., Back: Brownishe
black with faint olive-green streaks, Wings: Brownish-black with two white wing-
bars, Rump: Yellowish-green., Uppertail Coverts: Yellowish-green, Upper Side of
Tail: Brownish-black, Under Side of Tail: Greenish-yellow, Shape of Tail: Rather
Tong with rounded tip, The bird was silent." Similarly appearing species were
satisfactorily eliminated,

Van Remsen reported: "An obvious Icterus with predominant colors greenish-yellow
and black, Perhaps somewhat larger and chunkier than Bullock!s, Bill: Typical
oriole shape; very slight decurvature, moderate length, thick base, pointed tip

and dark, Legs: Dark, Crown, Forehead and Nape: Entire head black, Face: Black,
Eye: Dark, Throat: Black, Breast and Sides: reenish-yellow (about color of
Temale Orchard Oriole - perhaps somewnal greener). Belly, Flanks and Undertail
Coverts: Greenish-yellow, Back: Greenish-yellow with dark, blackish longitudinal
streaks. Wings: Dark with Two white wing-bars, Rump: Greenish-yellow, Uppertail
Coverts: Greenish-yellow, Upper Side of Tail: BlZckish - some paler greenish color
on outer tail feathers (proXimal %) - only seen as a flash in flight, Shape of
Tail: Moderate length, slightly graduated, Behavior: Forged very deliberately

in The top (30!) of flowering cottonwood, probing into the flower clusters, sometimes
hanging downwards, Voice: Gave a2 call note similar to that of RBrewer!s Blackbird,"
Similarly appearing Species were satisfactorily eliminated,

Chairman's comments: Van Remsen took 2 number of color photographs of this bird,
However, he returned to pursue his studies in South America
before having them developed, Hopefully, the Records Com-
mittee will receive copies in the near future.

This has been the year for Scott!s Oriole reports. The Records
Committee is currently reviewing reports from Waterton, Golden,
McCoy and Glenwood Springs in addition to an old record from
Montezuma County (1966).
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