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Colorado Field Ornithologists Sight Record Form (hisis a two-page report. Please
print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.) _Each table cell will

automatically enlarge as you type! y

CFO-RCFILEX: ! )

RESULTS: . | U e g

Species:(Common Name)Parasitic Jaeger  (Scientific Name) Stercorarius parasiticus

Date(s) of occurrence: ~ 10-11-00 T Ke 1 %23/50 ‘?.
Number of birds seen: oneSex:? ~ Plumage: juvenile

Exact location: - off the swim beach at Chatfield Res

County: Nearest town:Littleton Elevation:5300 feet

Length of observation:30 minutes Time(s) of observation:11:00 - 11:30

Other observe:rs, who saw the bird(s) with you:John Van der Pohl

Other Observers who independently saw the bird(s): mob

Light Conditions (quality; direction relative to bird(s); position: sunny, hazey. wind from the south at S -
10 MPH.Sun in front of observer off right shoulder. .

Optical equipment used: Kowa TSN-4 scope

Distance from bird(s) (estimated unless otherwise noted): 75 - 100 yards

Was bird(s) photographed?no If so, have you submitted photos?

Who took the photographs?

Describe the general and specific habitat in which the bird(s) occurred: Chatfield Res.

Describe the bird's behavior (flying, feeding, habits, behaviors used in identifying the Species or in
supporting the identification): The bird was observed sitting and preening on the water until it flew
off ,scared up some gulls resting on the swim beach and the chased a Cal. gull to marina area.

Describe the bird in detail. This is the most important part of this report. Include the overall size and
shape and how you placed the bird in the general group that you did. Give complete details of plumage,
including head, throat, undersides, nape, back, wings and tail. Give particular emphasis to marks you
used to identify the bird(s). Describe other important details, such as color and shape of bill, legs, eye,
(etc.) that were important in making the identification. (Fill out this portion even if photographs are
submitted; you may attach additional sheets, drawings, field sketches or copy field notes): The bird
Wwas noticably smaller tha a Cal. gull it chased. The head appeared small and 'dove' like, the bill was thin
and straight, with an enlarged tip appearing far removed from the base. The tip was darker than the rest
of the bill. The entire bird had a reddish brown , black banded apperance. The nape was lighter than the
crown. The wings were darker with pale edges to the feathers. The tail was dark with two slightly longer
pointed central retrices. The under tail coverts were barred or horizontally banded, altenating between

. black and brownish buff. The legs were not seen. In flight, The upper wings showed a white patch at the
base of the primaries. The underwings showed a single white patch that had a comma shape. The patch
appeared to wrap around the primary greater coverts.

Describe bird's call or song:

., Discuss similar species and how you eliminated them :Pomarine and Lon-tailed Jaeger by the size and

- shape of the bill, number and shape of wing patches,and the pattern to the undertail coverts.

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species? minimal

List books, guides, recordings or other sources consulted and how this influenced your identification
(during and after observation): A book the John had with him in the field of which I cannot recall the
name.

This report is from notes made during or after observation or later X from memory

Date of written report:  10-17-00

Reporting observer: Ric Olson  Signature: KGL

Reporting Observer's Address: 9450 N. Heather Dr. Castle Rock Co., 80104

City:  State: Zip:

Send report to: Colorado Birds Record Committee c/o Bill Lisowsky 2919
Silverplume Dr. Ft. Collins, Co. 80526
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Species: Parasitic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus)
Date: 11 October 2000 Number seen: one Sex: ? Plumage: Juvenal
Locality: Chatfield Res. Elevation: about 5300'
Nearest town: Littleton : County: Douglas and Jefferson

Time observed: 16:00 - 17.45 MDT
Duration of observation: off and on for a total of about 25 minutes

Description: This bird, found on 10 October 2000 (?) by J.B. Hayes and identified on the 11™ by
Joey Kellner was a smallish, dark juvenile jaeger. Doug Faulkner and | first found it swimming and
preening on the lake well off the marina in the “elbow” of the lake. It stayed there for over an hour
and then, when we were watching the adult Pomarine on the same lake fly, the bird apparently
skedaddled, as we could not find it after the Pom landed. At this point, Steve Stachowiak showed up
and the three of us headed over to the handicapped fisherman'’s access to look for it. We found the
bird swimming in the S. Platte arm south of us, so we went around to the west side of that arm. We
refound it there and watched it harass a couple of Ring-billed Gulls. We eventually left it swimming in
the middle of the S. Platte arm. -

We saw the bird mostly at long distance, so could not determine some aspects of its plumage.
However, what we did see was diagnostic for Parasitic. The head and neck were dark with strong
rufous tones. We could not determine if it had nape streaking. There was a paler area behind each *
eye, the extent of which | was unable to determine. The bill was thin and of “medium” length with a
small dark tip (about 25% of bill was dark) and a bluish base. The back was as dark as the head, but
possibly without the rufous tones; | did not see the back well. The tail was dark and the central
rectrices extended slightly beyond the rest of the tail; | could not determine the shape of the tips of
the central rectrices. The rump appeared-nearly concolorous with the back and tail: perhaps it was a
bit paler, though | did not see this part well, either. The underparts were two-toned: the neck and
chest were very dark and the belly was paler, being a warm medium brown. | could not determine if
there was any barring:on sides or flanks, but | did-not see any. The vent region was.paler, but was
not obviously barred black and white, as would the other two jaegers, The underwings were dark and
virtually.unpatterned: There was an.extensive white flash at the base of the primaries, but none at.
the base of the primary coverts. Likewise, the axillars appeared all dark without pale bars. There
was a thin, white flash at the base of the primaries on the upperwing; this flash was considerably
smaller than that apparent on the underwing, but was still obvious when the bird was in flight. | could
not determine whether'there were fringes on the upperwing coverts. | also could not determine the
presence or absence of primary fringes. ‘

In flight, the wingbeats were strong and flicking, very similar to that of a Peregrine. When it was
chasing Ring-bills, | could see that the wingspan was shorter than that of the gulls and body size also
appeared smaller. The bird appeared much less pot-bellied than did the Pomarine that was also
present, with the center of gravity seeming to be a bit farther forward.



Similar species eliminated: Juvenile and Basic | gulls are all eliminated by plumage pattern, wing
shape, and flight style. Long-tailed is ruled out by underwing pattern, flight style, overall coloration,
and vent pattern; bill shape is also suggestive. Pomarine was eliminated by the lack of black and
white barring on the secondaries, axillars, and vent, the small size and wingspan, and by bill shape

and pattern.

Describe the bird’s song and call, if given, including method of delivery (i.e. from perch, in
flight, duration): No vocalizations heard. :

What is your prior experience with this and similarly-appearing species? | have seen 100s of
Pomarines, >75 Parasitics, and >45 Long-tails. Importantly, | had recently seen two dark Pomarines
(10/8/00) and a dark Long-tailed (9/5/00), all juveniles.

Light conditions: sun to my left and/or in front of me

Optical equipment used: Leica 20-60x

Distance, and how estimated: most of the time, the bird was 600-1100m away

Other observers who saw the bird with you: Doug Faulkner, Steve Stachowiak

Other observers who saw the bird independently: J.B. Hayes, Bob Brown, LeeAnn Brown, BB
Hahn, Bob Dickson, Joey Kelliner

If photographed, type of equipment and film: did not photograph

List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this influenced
your identification:

a) at time of observation: none b) after observation: none

e
Reporting observer: Tony Leukering Signature: /%

Address: Colorado Bird Observatory, 13401 Picadilly Road, Brighton, CO 80601

Date report was written: Written on 11 October 2000 from notes written about two hours after
sighting 2
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RESULTS:

Print this page and then fill out. Attach'\photographs and additional pages if necessary.

nameS):—PDm"' \WTM‘?S“-S- Cﬁﬂ cotacws @0'«!\:&.\‘ \n\k$>

Species (please include common and scienti N0 )
?MO:C,\‘%\‘b \BMS'(.CS‘?H:L%\*\%& )

Date(s) of Observation: \o / o vz / 2000
p ?' .

Number of birds seen: 'z 1 . l\“)d‘/ Plumage:

Exact location: (ot Sd [Cosarvons

County: ®mu.)\or / T eflarssn Nearest town: ~ Elevation:
Length of observation: Time(s) of observation:

Other observers who saw the bird(s) with you: "oa Qo\\.ax ’T,,.e_,..\ Kp\\vu-(’
Other observers who independently saw the bird(s): |

Light conditions (quality; direction relative to bird(s) and observer(s) position):
Optical equipment used:

Distance to bird(s) (estimated, unless otherwise noted):

Was (were) bird(s) photographed? | If so, are you submitting photos?
Who took the photograph(s)?

Describe the general and specific habitats in which the bird(s) occurred:

Describe the bird's (birds') behaviors, particularly behaviors that were used in supporting the
identification, e.g., flying, feeding, habits:
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Parasitic Jaeger
Chatfield Reservoir, Douglas Co., CO
13 October 2000
Captures from video by Larry Semo
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