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Colorado Bird Records Committee 16 May 2003
%Tony Leukering

P.O. Box 660

Brighton, Coiorado 80601

Dear Tony,

My postdoctoral position at Dartmouth wound down over the winter, so | was looking
around for a faculty or research position somewhere. Thankfully, | had a number of
options. | decided on Oklahoma, where | have been living for almost two months. On
26-28 April 2003, my wife (Brenda) and | joined Dan Reinking, Bonnie Gall, and Jim
Arterburn in the Oklahoma panhandle. During that trip, Brenda and | snuck into
Colorado for parts of two days, mostly because she had never seen Lesser Prairie-
Chickens (and, heck, | needed the species in the state). We ended up seeing a
number of interesting birds, the most notable of which were a lovely Sprague’s Pipit (27
April) and a stunning male Black-throated Blue Warbler (28 April). | was bright enough
to realize that the pipit was likely scarce in Colorado, so | wrote a description soon after
seeing it. However, | did not realize that it was on your state’s review list until a few
days ago, so | apologize for the delay in reporting it. Enclosed you will find a completed
BRC report for the sighting, along with a photocopy of my notes.

In these notes you will observe a couple of other tidbits. | did not write much about the
warbler, chiefly because the identification was obvious and Brenda actually got soime
decent video footage. | can send a copy of that footage to you if you wish. More
importantly, you will note that | am comfortable that we had an Eastern Meadowlark
singing at the famous prairie-chicken lek east of Campo. Given that species’ history in
Colorado, along with your committee’s treatment of past claims, | am not sure what you
want to do with the record. We heard the bird many, many times both in the late
afternoon and early evening of 27 April and again in the morning of 28 April. It never
uttered anything but a typical S. magna song (some of which Brenda got on video while
she taped a nearby Pronghorn). But, the bird did not call (at least, not that | noted) and
| got only minimal plumage detail, largely because as it was teed up singing on 28 April
we were confined to the car as we watched the chickens dance.

Not surprisingly, | have heard the songs of thousands of meadowlarks of both species.
This bird was dead-on Eastern, a species | now live with daily. | realize that these
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species can learn each other’s songs, but that notion also raises some conceptual
problems. If Westerns are in Colorado singing like Easterns, they must be dispersing
there from a zone of sympatry. | do not see how that occurrence is any more likely than
an Eastern showing up from the same spot; indeed, | imagine it is less likely. Moreover
given the abundance of Easterns in east-central New Mexico and the adjacent Texas
panhandle (e.g., | was working around Milnesand, N.M., 8—11 April and had nothing but
S. m. lilianae Easterns), that species’ partly migratory behavior, and the similarity of the
shortgrass habitat throughout this region, | would be surprised if Lilian’s did not occur
occasionally in Baca County. To me it makes as much sense for that taxon to reach
the county as the Chihuhuan Raven, Curve-billed Thrasher, Cassin’s Sparrow, Scaled
Quail, and various other examples.

1

Anyway, for what it is worth, you have a copy of my notes. If you would like to review
the record, that is fine with me. If you would prefer to file my notes in the “hmm, that's
interesting” drawer, that is fine too.

Best wishes,

Michael A(Patten

Director of Research, Sutton Avian Research Center

Adjunct Assistant Professor of Zoology, University of Oklahoma
mpatten@ou.edu
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