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Species: BENDIRH‘S TﬁRADHﬁR : ' ' Toxostoma bendirei AN

S : (Verm_caLar tiame ) i ‘' (Scientific Name-use pinomial)
Date(s): June 9, 3-970 : ime Bird Seen:_<o_F. 1. ¢ = T o
Locality: E3 Secs 2n, T275, ROGW, 6th Frincipal Meridian diacouk .
Nearest Tom:l)-l- mlies SW otf Timpvas, Cclorado County: Otero ;

€ Othe;_ bfervors who independently identified this bird: -
P NAME " ADDRESS - TELEFHONE

- None

Optical Equirment:8x40 Bushnell CF binoculars. 30X Balscope Sr. telesclre
If photographed, type of equipment userl: Nest. Miranda 35mm. S50mz lens w/UV filter
mghtComhwlmm: Kocachrome X tilm. T:t 1760 16 inches, BEright sunshine.

Distance from bird (how measured): (> feutu Estimated.

Number of Birds Seen: 1 Sex: % Plumage: _Ereeding -

Lescribe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor: Rird enterec Rocky Mountain
Junipver bush. Flushed bird and discoverec nest containing 5 eggs (2 photos
ttached). Birc tlew to another juniver about § mile away and watched

nervously untll I withdrewe From a distance I watched the blird return to
the nest which was locztec S reet above the ground. Later I drove to
within 75 feet of the nest anc using the truck as a2 blind, watched the
bird for zbout 15 minutes through the telescope. Bird wazs on the nest and
in the top ot the bush in good light.

Describe in great detail the bird's size, oversll shape, plurage and color-patiern,
Include details on shape of bill, winss and Gail. Give pavicular emphasis to The marks
you used to identiiy the bird, Reference to its resemblance in field guicde descriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field: About 10 inches long,
slender body, long tail, gray head, back and tsil. No wing bars or mark-
ing in tail.’ Faintly spotted breast, light gray belly. Billi about same
lengthhas head, lower mandible strai ;ht and upper mandible slightly
curved.  Eyes yeliow.

An 1dentical, current yearis unsstT was rouna aboutv 7o feet couth of
the nest containing egzgs. It was empty and showed no signs of disturbvance
or. usSe. .. X
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Descr:_be the bz.rc‘.'s sb:ig or.cail,. if heard, including method of delivery, i.c., from = .
perch, in flignt, etc: : ks b 2 AR :

- None-

Describe the habitai in which you observed this bird

s .Shortgrass Flains
with scattered Juniperus

Bouteloua gracilis - Buchloe ' dactyloides with

scopulorum and Opuntia arborescens.

'”;has a longer, curved blll and orangeé &yes.

Prior experience with this and similarly asppearing species: Several years of
observations of both species in Arizona and New Mexiceo ;

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation? .

None

. This report w@s written from notes made during X after observation; from memory

" PRINT KAME: Rubest ¥, suttery SIGNATURE: Y% Asal . Du by DATE; _Dec. 18, 1975
- Street Address: 370 S. Arbutus St. Town and State:Lakewood, Coloradgrp.8C2z2&
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BENDIRE'S THRASHER NESTING IN COLORADO

_ Robert F. Buttery
Regional Office, U.S. Forest Service
Federal Center, Bldg. 85
Denver, Colorado 80225

On June 9, 1970, while doing field work on the Comanche National Grassland
ab~ut 1L miles southwest of Timpas (sw of La Junta), Otero County, Coloradn
(E 1/7 %Sec. 25, T27S, R5%7, 6th Principal Meridian), I saw what I thought was a
Cnrve-billed Thrasher (Toxnstoms curvirostre) fly into a Rocky Mountain juniper
tr=e about 100 yards from where I was working. When I later examined the tree, the
bird flushed and I discnvered a nest, built of Russian thistle, juniper twiess and
grass, located 5 1/7 feet above the ground. I photographed the nest which con-
taired five greenish, sootted eggs. Using e pickup truck as a blind and a 30x
Balscone, T was able to observe the bird for about 15 minutes at a distance of about
75 feet. To my surprise the bird had a straight bill and yellow eye, was pfrayish
brown abnve and had a faintly spotted breast. These markings and the lack of
distinct wing bars, white-tipped outer tail feathers, and orange eye convinced me
that the bird was not a Curve-billed Thrasher but a Bendire's Thrasher (Toxostoma
bendirei), which I had not seen since 1967 in Arizona. An identical, current
year's nest was found about 75 feet south of this nest. . Tt was empty and showed
no sirn »f disturbance or use.

Bailey and Niedrach, Pictorial Checklist of Colorado Birds, 1967 list only one
nrevious record (femele collected in ELl Peso County on May 3, 1332), this being
the seccond state record and the first nesting record for Colorado.
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