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CFO-RCFILE X: Zgeo=—1=>
RESULTS:

Print this page and then fill out. Attach photographs and additional pages if
necessary.

Species (please include common and scientific name): wh H"e Ibi 2 4
: cudociming edbus
Date(s) of Observation: o (20!

Number of birds seen: 0N Sex: ¢ Plumage: cidullt

Exact location: 1.5 miles east of {BWCWWJ"% RA 17, on I3 (1mmedatel
nevHief coad ). R ,,
County: B2nt Nearest town: &Lt L-%YCV\ 5 Llenado

Elevation: '?

Length of observation: |5 mim udes Time(s) of
observation: |

Other observers who saw the bird(s) with you: -
Other Observers who independently saw the bird(s): i rot 2p rved b‘f DAULS

Lighg)?\onditions (quality; direction relative to bird(s); position): SUNNY y calim . Goo d
(teynh T . :

Optical equipment used: i rd easily denfifed Wik nalwd 2qe. Moo Bhserved
using RPushuell 10X50 WA binpcudacs.

Distance from bird(s) (estimated unless otherwise noted): lece +ham (€O “ba’:[ NJ:?,(

Bivd Cirst landed Wa marsh neawest (vod Hhem walld to nowh -easffimacsh,
Was bird(s) photographed? A0 If so, have you submitted photos? A/ /A=

Who took the photographs? AN / #

Describe the general and specific habitat in which the bird(s) occurred: Shallo w
maran i Fout L%/Ous Wb lde arca.

Describe the bird's behavior (flying, feeding, habits, behaviors used in identifying
the

P;{ rat %een hdul ng) VAL low ouvwer Marsh ) daguwg&‘_n%,
Theom  adleseaved W.;u% @Qw# w itfhh loltte ’CM& 1hic@)
oned Mﬁb{,@l ~rnached U C‘5>
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Describe the bird in detail. This is the most important part of this report. Include
the overall size

and shape and how you placed the bird in the general group that you did. Give
complete details of plumage, including head, throat, undersides, nape, back, wings
and tail. Give particular emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird(s).
Describe other important details, such as color and shape of bill, legs, eye, (etc.)
that were important in making the identification. (Fill out this portion even if
photographs are submitted; you may attach additional sheets, drawings, field
sketches or copy field notes):

Describe birds call or song: A {0 t huocnd -

Discuss similar species and how you eliminated them:__ Wa S we.ra\{ 208 % ,f_o
dl\{pere/w e t/tc-w\ othur bnds e o
Yo whude cedor [ purdie (ned ot eond v .

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species? This was
Y Lirot Sighting of +he Whike TBIiS -
List books, guides, recordings or other sources consulted and how this influenced

your Cidd Guzle

identification (during and after observation): Nattonal G cogagp hae.
tvdla Birds o)y Mot fyvegica, Thand Edctcon .

This report is from notes made during ____ or after L observation,
or later from memory

Date of written report: & = &= O |

Reporting observer: MC(IZ,EG Cé(;‘d.@ Lé’ < Signature:

. _ g 1L
Address: 12€20 Checokee Trodl De Ofuue CML@@ %ﬂ-—-
Sibert, Co Goink

Send report to:
Qolorado Birds Record Commitee

~
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Subj: 'White Ibis documentation 20014 -511{
Date: “11/26/2002 1:23:41 PM Mountain Standard Time
From: centurytel.net

To: GreatGrayOwl@aol.com
Sent from the Internet

To the Official Colorado Birds Records Committee.

On 2 June, 2001, | drove along Bent County Road JJ just east of the migrant landbird oasis known to Colorado Birders as "Van's
Grove". Just east of this grove is a famous wetland, which is sometimes submerged and serves as a western bay of John Martin
Reservoir, sometimes a cattail marsh along Gageby Creek, and occasionally, as in 2001, a fabulous mudflat surrounded by
cattails, with running water coursing through. | call this area the Gageby Creek wetland.

Slightly after noon on 2 June, 2001, | stopped to look at the marsh on my way to monitoring local Least Terns and Piping Plovers
at John Martin Reservoir. As | was stopped, a flock of White-faced Ibis flew in to the marsh from the southeast. In the flock of
about 30 White-faced Ibis was a larger white bird, which | instantly recognized as an adult White Ibis. This bird was all white,
except for red (not reddish) legs which dangled beyond the tail, a long red bill, that was decurved, and tipped with black, and black
wing tips. It dropped down to land on bowed wings, with 2 flight profile similar to the White-faced Ibis.

All the ibis landed on the mudflat at the north edge of the wetland, many obscured by tall cattails. However, | was able to pick out
the White Ibis easily, because it towered several inches above the White-faced Ibis. When | looked at the bird through binoculars
(10X40 B & L Custom), and my B & L spotting scope, | caw that the eye was inside a bright red, featherless face.

This bird was immediately recognizable as an ibis by the decurved bill, medium size (compared with larger herons), and rounded
wings in flight. The white plumage, with bright red legs, black-tipped decurved reddish beak, and red area on the anterior part of
the face makes this unmistakeably an adult White Ibis.

| have seen White Ibis from Florida to Texas to Mexico, and consider the species to be as unmistakeable as any water bird. | have
seen White Ibis three times in Colorado, including the first state record of an immature at Neesopah Reservoir in Kiowa County,
and an adult at Barr Lake in Adams County.

I reported this bird to the Colorado Rare Bird Alert (303)424-2144 within an hour of when | found it, and it was put on the

tape immediately. | expected others to refind it, but this time, that was not the case. Partly because of this find, | expedited the

process of joining the Colorado Field Omithologists "Cobirds” site on the internet, where | posted my first message on 21 June,
2001. | have a long tradition of posting rare birds to the Colorado Birding Community, and most active birders in the state have
seen other rarities | have posted.

Duane L. Nelson

342 E. 6th Street

Las Animas, CO 81054
(719)456-6098
leastern@centurytel.net
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