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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIVE SIZI{VICB
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

Bird and Mammal Laboratories
National Muscum of Natural History
Washington, D.C. 20560
27 February 197L

Ronald A. Ryder
Department of Fishery and Wildlife Biology
Colorado State University

% Fort Collins, COLORADO 60521
Dear Dr. Ryder: .

”~
Dr. Banks has no doubt written ¥ the Hornad
Larks and the owl. I note, FONCVLI, that sire information
on the age of the specimen. The specimen an adult. We have
g f’é’{t few aged specimens and I Lc-Jl."‘Ot be sure if the bird is fully ;
/ adult, but it is very likely at least twd years old. Ileasure-
C;g/f ments of wing chord and tail compare fayorably to those of i
female®in Ridgway and in Earhart snd J nson, Condor 72: 253,
1970,

Enclosed is a list of your cat glogue numbers of the 10%
(26) Horned Larks as ag -eed for retbntion and deposit in the
. National Museun.

‘ Thank you for the opportunity of seeing the specimen of
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COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - SIGHT RECORD REPORT CFO-ORC FTLE NO, 28=75=2 '
[XIRARE OR UNUSUAL RECORD [ JNBW STATE RECORD [ X JACCEPTED [ | REJECTEDZ/ %
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Species: BOREAL OWL Aegolius fumereus
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use bincmial)
Date(s)s™ July 13, 1970~ oo st _.Time Bird Seen: 5:00 pm 3 “to-ﬁl.-g-n—r-n— puivata

ake en Laramie River Road

Nearest Town:Glendevy, Colo, (Post Office only) County: Larimer

Other observers who independently identified this bird:

NAME ADDRESS | TELEPHONE
——— O

Opticel Equipment:7x35 binoculars
I photographed, type of equipment used:
Light Conditians:Cloudy, just before an afternoon Shower .
Distance from bird (how measured)20' when Lirst seen; bird was neld later and

_________________ ERERSY . L e et ——

Number of Birds Seen:_ 1 Sex: U Plumage :

= f The bird was first seen while I was
Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor:driving down the read. I backed up
and watched the bird with my binoculars. The bird weas sitting on the ground
next to a road cut where a small trickle of water came out of the trees. the

bird made ne attempt to f%% or to walk awag. I watched the bird for 5 nin,
then walked over to it, e bird still made no attempt to get away but just

sat there popping it's bill as I appreached. The bird continued this acti-
vity as I picked it up for closer examination.

-

M < . i
Describe in great detail the blrd:s'size, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern,
Include details on shape of’bill , wings and’tail. Give paticular emphasis to the marks
you gied to identify the bird, Reference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:

/. In my hand the owl wag abeut h-gﬁ tall. If was about 3-L" across the nap
and back area, It's head was very flat looking on top. _It's eyes were on
the front of its head, Its wings were rounded on'the eonds and cevered with
white spots. The tail was blunt but not square and also had white markings.
A. It was a cloudy da d the light was bad,. In this light the_ bird was a
very dark %rownuw th %h%%e spotslgver %ts whole body. tgﬁas white around
the neck and chin area. The owl was fully feathered but coeuld not fly. UNo
broken bones were felt in the wings. 52 ? ;

4. The owl had very bright z—ellew eyes and a bright yellow bill which was a
t }cal gw% sha?i. The yellew color was one of the most noteable character-
1%% csS o he owl,
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Describe the birdts song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.,e,, from
perch, in flight, ete: s % .
No call was heard., The enly noise made was the popping of its bill.

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird:-It was a Spruce-Fir climax
zone next to a small river which has a large amount of willow along its
course. Engleman spruce, Picea englemanii, Sub-alpine Fir, Abies

lasiocarpa, Willow, Salix Spp. Tlevation: approx, 8,775 ft,

How were similarly gppearing species eliminated?Using size, eye color, bill celor
& plumage characteristics, I looked at the small owls in the field guides.
Main character differences:

l. Eyes wrong color for Barred Owl

2. Too small fer Hawk Owl; breast markings different

3. I am very familiar with the burrowing owl and the overall color was wrong

i, The saw-whets I have seen did not have that much white on them and the
bills are different in coler

5. No "ears" like the soreech or Whiskered owl.

6. Too.large and eye color wrong for a Flammulated owl.

7. Bill coler is wrong for = Pygmy owl.

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing speciess :
Have made many observations on burrowing owls and have seen several saw-
whets at close range,

Bocks, illustrations ard advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?
Peterson's Field Guide to Western Birds. Robbins, Bruun, Zim & Singer,
Birds of Nerth America Broadway
Denver Co%g
I elso called Our Raotor Biol., Gerald Craig, Colo. Div. of wildlife, 5060
This repori was written from notes made during after observation; from memory
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