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If you watch birds solely- for your own enjoyment, a written description of your

observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual,

like to share this with cithers, a written description is essential,

and woulid ’

Compilers af

regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future
bird students--those studying occurrences 50 years from now--must have a written -
record on which to depend. By providing the verifying written description, you

are employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important - and

reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description.

Thus

this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete evidence
which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the future. This
procedure is required for every extraordinary observation, irrespective of

the observer.
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Describe the bird's overall behavior:
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Descr:.bc the hab;,tat: :.-: which you observed the bird:
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Other observers who independently identified this bird (Please list name and address):
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§fbc in great detail the bhird which you saw, Emphasize particularly the field

% used to identify the bird, but include a complete description of the bird.

{ude size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details on shape or size of bill,
and tail., (Refercnce to its resemblance to field guide descriptions is et - T
Describe what you actually saw in the field,

F&rsﬁ'seen from approx. 5C yds.We made a slow Stealthy ajrroach, not wantiag to scare
the bird.Ve started the elimination process by noting I'ts size, about 16 to 12 iaches.
The facial disc was very evident, being white framea in dlack.The bird was quite
compact looking, showed: no ear tufts and was a dark brown color. His bill was & ais-
tinet light yellow and aboyt 3/4 inch long.I cic see the wings curing flight, but
cannot recollect anything but a solid brown color ana no outlstuncing wingours‘or uarxs.
We both remarked at the distinct white spois on the forehead anc could not even belieys
how close the bird hed allowed us to get(bbCM.).He alternated the blinking ia his eyeas,
which gave him a real sleepy look. Ve yave the bira a prod with the skipole 1o plck

.up extra field marks when he was in flight.The wings, to ay recollection, were wice
end rounced, about 20/24 inches froa tip to tip.I «lso forgot to ..eation tne verticul

brown markinggon the off-white chest.We followea the bira on our skis for about4s

minutes .
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~-Describe the bird's calls or sound?{ if heard; including method of delivery--
-d.e., from perch, in flight, etc.: N0 calls wers muce. :

52

' " Lict similar épecieé and how yoﬁ eliminated them:The Saw-Whet oeing as prevalent as
I had been told, was wmy first guess, but upon seeing the distinct, plack fuciul gisc,
I changed my mind. We eliuingtad the Hawk Owl becau;e-of t?e birus.xack of & lond‘}gxl.
We had used Allegra Collisier's book,"Birds of R.iM.iv.Park."” to arrave at tne possibilii—
ies of the 3aw-Thet, Boreal and Hayk Owls. E

Pricr experience with this and similar species:«;-h8 only other owls I've hua ex,erience
with are the Great-Horned ana Swowy Owls.
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869 Milwaukee Street
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If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of your

observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual, and wouid

like to share this with others, a written description is essential. Compilers of

regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future

bird studerts—-those studying occurrences 50 years from now--must have a written

record on which to depend. By providing the verifying written description, you

are employing a basic rulec of the scientific method.

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important: and

reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus

this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete evidence
which may be permanently preserved for exawmination by others in the future. This
procedure is required for every extraordinary observation, irrespective of

the observer.
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Hescribe in g{eat detail the 'bird which yo ~ Emphasize particularly the field b
marks used to %dentify the bird, but j uggszw;;}gé{k 1 ipti

‘Rlete description of the bird.

Include size,.ogiiall shape, plum and color pattdxn; details on shape or size of biYl,
wings, and tail.\(Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions is not
enouch.) Descrlbe\ﬁh&tﬁ¥ou’actually saw in the field.
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Descr;be the bird's calls or sounds,
i.e., from perch, in f£light, etc.:

f heard; including method of delivery--
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" 1List similar species and how vou eliminated them:

Prior experience with this and similar species:
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