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VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD
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6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (Descrit;e in great detail all
parts of the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the
diagnostic characteristics, but include only what actually was seen 1n the
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7. Description of voice,if heard: e

8. Description of behavior:
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9. Habitat--general: ]
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10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated 6, 7 and 8, explain:
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15. Distance (how measured?): 12. Optical equipment:
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13. Lisht (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and observer):
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14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:
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15. Other observers:
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16. Did the others agree with your identification?
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17. Other observers who independently identified this bird:

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this
description:
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COLORADO FISLD ORNITHOLOGISTS o
VIRTFYING DOCUSENTATION OF AN UNUSUAL RECORD 32 \2/a/73
Scecies ; _LEAST BITTERN Il‘xo‘blvchus exilis 24 ihroer: \
(Vernacular lame) (Scientific Neme)
Iocation; _Bomm coryoir., Yuma Comtv
Date(s): llgr 12, 1973 S« Tine bird seen: o

Deseription of size, shape and color-pattern, (Describe in greab detail 21l parts
of the plivieze including beak and feet coloration in addition to tae diamostic
characierisiics; howsver, include only what actually was secn in the field):

I saw the bird in flight twlce, The first time for only a few
seconds, but the second time for a minute or so, The bird was
slightly smaller than a coot. The rich brown on the:#ings and
body were clearly visible as well as the dark wing-tips and back,
The flight was characterictic of bitterns - a short flight then

a quick drop into the marsh,

Description of voice, if heard:

Description of behavior: It flight was bittern like - short and thesh
2 quick drop into the marsh

Habitatwageneral: Tule marsh
specific:
Sinilarly appearing species waich are eliminated 6, 7 and 8 above; Explain:
I can think of nothing that would ve the rich brown color and
dark wing tips,
Distance (how measured?): From 50 to 100 yars, estimate,
Ootical eauipment: 8X40 binoculars
Lignt (siyr, licht on bird, position of mm in relation to bird and observer):
Good light- sun to my back
rrevious esperience with this species and similerly epoearing species: ‘
I an gquite femilar with the bird, Sew lots of them just This spring in

[l o8

that nade you think this species was unusual or rare? ) CLLS,
The checklist of Colorado Birds & the fact rold Holt had never seen one
Cther observers: Lgrry Smith, Pauik Julian, in the state,

i Hugh Kingery
Did others z2zree with your identification? Yes

Cther observers who independently identified this bird: I think John and Joyce

Cooper also saw 1t, later,
Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this docu-
mentation: jYone, I know this bird without a book,

20, If bixd was phetographed; vlease attach pictures and deseribe eguipment used:
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