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1f you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, & written description of your
observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual, and would
like to share this with others, 2 written description is essential. Compilers of
regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future
bird students--those studying occurrences 50 years from now--must have 3 written
record on which to depend. By providing the verifying written description, you
ace employing a basic rule of the scientific method,

we recognize that experienced field observers can provide {mportant and

reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus

this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete evidence
which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the future. This
procedure is required for every extraordinary observation, irrespective of

the observer.
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Describe the bird's overall behavior:
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Describe the habitat in which you observed the bird:
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pescrite in great detail the ZiIC wnica you caw. zmnnasize particularly therraicla

sarks used to ider:ify the bird, but include & complete description of the bird.

Include size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern: details on shape or size of bill,
'wings, and tail. (Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions is not
enough.) Describe what you actually saw in the field.
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Describe the bird's calls or sounds, if heard; including method of delivery-=-
i.e., from perch, in £flight, etc.: .
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List similar species and how you elizinated them:
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“'e This report was written from notes made during X after observation; from memory_ i .
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Return Form To: CFO Records Committee

¢/o Curator - Dept. of Zoological Collections
Denver Museum of Natural History
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Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if necessary.
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Who else phetographed the bird?
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Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used
to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and il-
lustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually observe in the field:

; % > ] r 2,
M"ﬁf U e HTE 46’/‘"’\ O Z ,f@'&% ~h (C< fo T 4 £

> 3 4" 4(_ J 5F
\\L)G\'{\ \{L@J—C‘ . ?‘1{1' \é ﬁc‘ﬁ‘( - t.’c/'\f/c,z
a"(é %‘ a J(.cn;{ !

_,--f:"'b@»-f %
— T Gauw F



Description (continued):

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):
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Describe the general and specific habitat in whigh you observed the bird:
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What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?
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List books,.illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification:
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