| Colorado Field Ornithologists Sight Record Form

(Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if nccessary.)

Each table cell will automatically enlarge as you type!

CFO-RCFILE X:

RESULTS:

Species:(Common Name) Tricolored Heron ) (Scientific Name) Egretta tricolor

Date(s) of occurrence: 5/17[9

Number of birds seen: One l Sex: l Plumage: Adult/Breeding Plumage
Exact location: Strauss Cabin Lake

County: Larimer \ Nearest town: Ft. Collins l Elevation:

Length of observation: 15 minutes Time(s) of observation: Approx. 10 a..m.

Other observers who saw the bird(s) with you: None

Other Observers who independently saw the bird(s): Hector Galbraith, Nick Komar, Joe Roller, Gene Ellis

Light Conditions (quality; direction relative to bird(s); position: Sunny & clear

Optical equipment used: Swarovski Scope with 20-60 zoom

Distance from bird(s) (estimated unless otherwise noted): ?

Was bird(s) photographed? Digital video and still capture If s0, have you submitted photos? Video and still

Who took the photographs? Self

Describe the general and specific habitat in which the bird(s) occurred: Gravel mining lake, bird was walking along the shoreline and
then in the center on a vegetated island

Deseribe the bird's behavior (flying, feeding, habits, behaviors used in identifying the Species or in supporting the identification): Walking
along the shoreline fishing with snowy egrets and then standing and preening on the center island.

Describe the bird in detail. This is the most important part of this report. Include the overall size and shape and how you placed the bird in
the general group that you did. Give complete details of plumage. including head. throat. undersides. nape. back. wings and tail. Give
particular emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird(s). Describe other important details, such as color and shape of bill, legs, eye,
(etc.) that were important in making the identification. (Fill out this portion even if photographs are submitted; you may attach additional
sheets, drawings, field sketches or copy field notes): Dark breast and white belly. White line along foreneck. Dark blue upperparts
changing to a more bronzy color on mantle and lower back. Two white plumes projected from back of head. Long neck, long
blueish gray bill with dark tip. Grayish-green legs. e

Describe bird’s call or song: M

Discuss similar species and how you eliminated them: No other heron has the distinct plumage of dark breast and white belly.

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species? I have seen numerous Tricolored Herons both in and out of the
U.S.

List books, guides, recordings or other sources consulted and how this influenced your identification (during and after observation):
National Geographic.

This report is from notes made during or after observation or later X from memory

Date of written report: §/17/01

[ . - iy [ 1 4
Reporting observer: Rachel Kolokoff [ Signature: £ e <o loV D/ L
)

Reporting Observer’s Address: 1721 Cottonwood Pt. Dr.

City: Ft. Collins | State: CO | Zip: 80524

Send report to:
Colorado Birds Record Committee
Tony Leukering
P.O. Box 157
Arvada, CO 80001
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If photographed, type of equipment and film:
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Description (continued):

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, includi d of deli f.e. f
perch, in flight, duration): ittty (SN feos

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird: _
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This report was written from reports marie during %. after observation from memory__
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DOCUMENTATION FORM
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Species: Tricolored Heron Kee'd U[E[21 &/
Number: 1 adult
Location: Strauss Cabin L., Fort Collins, Larimer Co.. Colorado
Habitat; shallow lake
Date: 18, 22 June 2001
Time: 7:26-7:56 a.m. and 7:20-7:45 p.m. (18 June)
Observer: Stephen J. Dinsmore 612 %2 West Magnolia St. Fort Collins, CO 80521
Others who saw bird(s): m. ob.

Description of bird(s): On my second trip to Strauss Cabin Lake on the 18™, T quickly located an adult
Tricolored Heron on the mudflats along the south shore of the lake. The bird was actively foraging
with several Snowy Egrets throughout the observation. The bird was roughly the same size as a Snowy
Egret, although to my eye it seemed a bit longer-necked and was definitely longer-billed. The
identification as a Tricolored Heron was straightforward and features I noted included a slate blue-gray
neck (except for a pale foreneck). upper breast, mantle, and upperwings. a couple of pale plumes on the
sides of the neck and above the folded wings, a contrasting white lower belly. and a very long, dark bill
that sometimes appeared bicolored (dark tip and paler base). I did not note the leg color. On the basis
of plumage, I concluded the bird was an adult Tricolored Heron in near full alternate plumage. The
heron was still present on the 22™, but not thereafter.

Similar species and how eliminated: The combination of a contrasting dark foreneck and upper breast and a
white belly, small size, and active foraging behavior safely eliminates other dark herons, especially
Great Blue and Little Blue herons.

Previous experience with species: I have seen hundreds of Tricolored Herons in the southcastern U. S. plus
a single bird in western Nebraska.

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent with partly cloudy skies and the sun
to one side. Estimated viewing distance was 100-150m. I used 10x42 binoculars and a 20-60x spotting
scope.

References consulted: none

How long before ficld notes written? none written
How long before this form completed? written 21 June 2001
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BOOKS, ILLUSTRATIONS AND ADVICE CONSULTED THAT INFLUENCED THIS REPORT:

OBSERVATION;__FROM MEMORY|

THIS REPORT WRITTEN FROM NOTES MADE DURING_}L’AFTER
DATE:

SIGNATURE:
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