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The bird was a small heron, about the size of the snowy egrets it associated with. It had a dark bluish back
and chestnut shoulders and neck. Its underparts were white and it had a thin white stripe down the front
of its neck. It had greenish legs and a long darkish bill that was somewhat lighter towards the base. When
the bird flew it showed a whitish rump and white V up its back like a dowitcher. It flew within 30 ft.
directly overhcad on Aug. 18 and the white belly and underwing coverts were obvious along with its dark
chestnut breast and neck. It seemed to tuck its neck into a tighter curve than snowy egrets do, so that the
neck and breast bulged downward as it flew.

A great blue heron was also present with the snowy cgrets and tricolored heron Aug. 15, allowing for
direct comparison. The great blue was markedly larger. Dark morph reddish egrets and adult little blue
herons do not have white bellies.

1 did not hear the tricolored heron make a sound.






