E"} _7/
SUPPORTING Dr.l‘.f‘\IL S LJNCQ‘L*‘[ON OR RARE SPECIES z«ND/OR SPECIES IN HIGH D‘U\13FRS

h't‘fB'C name __Denver, Colorado =~ CBC date 19 Dgc_eg!;eg‘ofnpilerHaukins/Reddall

Observer writing this account and date Mark Holmgren 21 December 1981
Yellow-billed Loon

SPECIFES _Gavia adamsii NUMBER, AGE, SEx 1, imm?, 7 |
\ : 20 at the smaller
~DPistance from bird{(s)150-400 m. Relative size of birdof 2 Arctic Loons also presen

HEAD & NECK (Describe forehead, crown,auricular,malar region,median line,octc.)
___ See other side

EYE & LLORES {Def'r'rlbc sunerClllum ring,stripe,color,etec.) eye dark; pale feathering
around eye

7 umi proximal ¥-2/3 of“c&‘rmen_blicnlﬁ‘—*dml"tﬁ ¥ yeTlow
?;,u‘ PER & LOWER MANDLBLES lm: grnyish-yullow (BA). Slight overhang of um over lm.

LEGS & FEET ____ Not seen

UPPERPARTS (Describe nape, back, rump, upper tail coverts.etc.) _See other side

e ——— R

UNDZRPARTS (Describe throat,belly, side, flanks, crissum,etc.) See other side

RETRICES (Describe inner,middle, outertail feathers, coler pattern, shape,etc.)
Seemed grayish-brown although not seen in spread position

e ——— e+ e

WING. (Describe color, length, shape, linings, bars, coverts, leading and trailing
edgeyn vf_eﬁ")g Plle base to inner l° feathers, gray othenrise. Upper wing not seen in spread
position. _ —

VOCALI ZATION None given

'BEnAVIOR 2 dives tilled at as seconds and 1 minute. Dives preceded by elaborate forward and
upward extension of head, then slow submergence of body from the horizontal position.

fox—— ; X 9730 5 Righ ™

Date of observation 19 Dec.'BlTimeMH, BA 12‘3n9e'at(‘.‘1'89-_ PB50% F. no wisky cover clouds

Duration of observation 2pProx. 3¥hr&ird - Sun orientation behind observers

Exact location _Chatfield Reservoir, eut side, between sailboat launch aEd Eé %;gik lot
ndrews, Jack Redda eter

Habitat large reservoir _ Other observers Payton Hugh Kingery, other CBC'ers
S 20x wide angle eyepiece on Bushnel
- Optlcal equlpment Spacemaster scope, other scopes

up to 6ox also used
ADDITIONAL COMN:.[\T‘S p__scinguished from other species -- see other gide

AN ACCOMPANYING SKETCH OR PHOTOGRAPH CAN BE AN EXCELLENT FURTHER DOCUMENTATION



HEAD AND NECK

Bill approx. the length of head from base of bill to back of head. Critical bill colors
described below.

Crown, auricular area, dorsal stripe along entire length of neck brownish-gray, darkest on
the lower neck and in this region some of the darkness extended ventrally to the upper
chest almost forming a complete band. A similar, but much duller suffusion of brownish-gr:
extended from the upper neck ventrally under the chin.

Posture Head and bill usually held 10-15% above the horizontal,

Shape Forecrown very peaked, top of head flat, rear crown somewhat less peaked, more rounded.

Bill shape straight, culmen tip overhanging lower mandi?lg_ji.e., upper mandible slightly longe:
and slightly decurved). Gonys seemed to lack sharp,distal angle. Rather it was gradually
and gently curved upwards,

Throat and breast very white, except where grayish=brown suffusions penetrated,

Face below and just above eye mixed white and brown. ' .The transition from dark dorsal to white
ventral poorly defined. throughout length of head and neck,

UPPERPARTS

Back grayish-brown with parallel rows of large, rectangular, white spots. These spots were
largest at the highest point of the back. When the bird was diving, the side of the rump
appeared whitish,

UNDERPARTS :

Chest That part that was above H,0 was white. The rest of the underparts were not seen.

Distinguished from Grebes
Neck shorter, Bead larger than Western Grebe
Body much larger than Red-necked Grebe

Distinguished from Arctic Loon

Size 207 larger than smaller of two Arctic Loons seen simultaneously.

Bill Color, Size Culmen yellow distally, dark proximally. Culmen all dark on Arctic. -
Longer drooping tip on Yellow-billed Loon. T hi< ( hiamac eor Mg NT Net be d@gavsTiy

Head shape High forehead peak; long,flat crown; long-headed.

Plumage color and pattern Yellow-billed much paler generally. Delineation between dark dorsal .
and pale ventral poorly defined in Yellow-bill, well-defined and abrupt in Arctic.
No dark feathering at eye level in Yellow-bill, substantial dark feathering in Arctic.with
no white above eye.

Neck fatter-looking in Yellow-billed Loon.

Distinguished from Common Loon

Bill color Culmen yellow distally, dark proximally, Culmen all dark on Common Loon,

Head shape Forehead more vertically sloped forming slightly more peaked forecrown than Common.
Head posture almost slways at 10-15%s above the horizontal,

Plumage Overall paler., Brownish auricular spot.

'NOTE: Binford and Remsen (197 ) discuss several other potentially useful characters in

. detail. These include the anterior extent of the chin: feathering (to the posterior edge

of .the nostril in the Yellow-billed, posterior to that point in the Common), the angle of

the gonys (upturned in the Yellow-billed, gradually recurved in the Common), and various
subtleties of bill and tomium shape were not visible. Roberson (Rare Birds of the West Coast,
1980) noted that some of these characters were less critical than Binford and Remsen suggested,
These two articles were the only two references of value which were consulted as we compiled
our observations on this bird.

Mark Holmgren
21 December 1981
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SUZPORTING DZTAILS: UNCOMMON OR RARE S5PECLES AND/GR SPHECIES IN iTGH NUMBERS

‘CBC nName LPepyver o DR JEEE 19 Dec. ‘81 C.‘:w.{)i l'cr __qu:a_“g_;_'{-’epfdc_pu*____

Observer writing this account and date foé"r_»_',lch_rgws_-___f__g«_«__u_a_:g_;’?_a;o:,__(_{cg:»__n.o-.t'_s_ma_dc
Yok IH:; heid eru‘?
- Qoservah om
SPRCIES: _letlewi=billed Lacy NUMBER, AGE, SEX Une-apparently adul?.
Minimum estmated

LT RE—— ien : i i s S i Seg pofer o overall
Pistance Lrom blrd(b) LD -15D ;{_ds_ Relati Ve Si7¢e o bhird ;{;:;(3_(_2 QAP POACANE _yn  Frperse $.f':,f€3)

HRAD & NECX (Des cribe forechead, crewn, auricular,malar Teglon, median line, ctal)

L e

~Rreminegl, high foreheed with a sloping rearc rown | neck long and yery ik, S roum_and dape. Ligi"_groy-oreww,
.occami Aader broum. on_bad of the peck qnd. sdid dark_brown projection ar base of the neck, face _mosHy wihihsh
wr#ﬁmgré eye C.am,ofc'.-'c(_tj SUrrownded by w ;'h:,‘ wnite areéa. ochind eve » menall, dfarik curicular wpaol and an
EYE & TLORYES (Describe superciliunm, ring, s tripo;color.ate,) _J.;,_ga_{:_maj Lealdish wedge or
~rescenl bonind the spot; throat and femt of peck whive,with a pale_brvam chinstrap ) pale-dapk demarcabion o
Ak GUiTe $iorg, but AU Fuzzier and imoch

UPPER & LOWER MANDIBLES _._S_e_,g_’.___‘:gb_’_ef_.s_c.________#_______h_____,:‘:; Lonsprouous om the face commramsle

LGS & PEET Mot seen

UPPERPARTS (Describe nape,back, rung, upper tail covirts,ctc.) anterec. parl of badk

--gmgru@;’:ﬁef Than ne) becoming dater(. m.s:e__bfsz_cérf.ﬂ)ﬁgirsffcr? jwings_and lower back it parallel _

-liges o¥ quite large rg&q,&_y_ﬁ.fz‘a_mezéim_f_{y_ Aeheeable ot o greal distance).

U:JJ;:..:::L:Z\RJ.S ( ebcflbd thg.Oat, be.}__.r l :'5.;.':\{.'.‘, .Ilah.ﬁb, Gk :.:;“':1]-.1-) _r_"}t(_.) /_{‘;(P_; [?_cg{r: E}IDU./_J’{__‘
{ "r j] E”‘qg‘ E Ia“k af‘ Qray (do‘ht‘l gr “}{!C tnd g i{ L»UI
- 17 el | S er i é L. {3 - i it PSS S ——
f = 7 =T | . | s .| e ——— e S

RETRICES (Describe inner,middle,cutertail featha: S.,coler patiern,shape,etc.)

Mt observed e

WING (Describe color, length, shape, linings, bars, coverts, leading and trailing
edges, etc.) Deseribed above as parts of the Lipperparts

VOCALIZATION one heard

BEHAVIOR Somepmes sat on the woater {WJ.?%LJ@;{:;QQ.I witheut: any achuity s-af_other himes Made numersus

diges diyes yers /o 2 Timed ol 48 and (O sec.) | A _usually re.a peared yery peqry iohere [ weal _down;
& : el dsdally reapp ~Verd
Semetime fwom rapidly acress the zurface b e e ST I Ty L

Date of observation /¢ pec. 1781 Time (200-/400 Weather cam, dry ___ SKY cover guercast

Duration of observation Z2ha___ 3ird - Sun orientation o sum

Exact location _Chatfeld Resevyoir

1§

Habitat _placny ~ecreapon and Heod-contn/l Other observers Hilgr ﬁo}mgren Jexck foddatd

7

- resesrvoir

Optical equiprment _/s-gox teles cope.

ADDITICNAL COMMENTS Add honal wares and  shetch an_reverse =ide.

AN ACCOMPANYING SKETCH OR PHOTOGRAPH CAN BE AN EXCIZLLENT PURTHZR DOCUMENTATION



T Addihonal netes Yo How - orll - ]
on lejlow- o C_a! Loon [T Decembar 198 /- ‘:’-,C”V"-”'; CG.{’U. R 7

Bill: General appearance. of bill was quite lorge and quite pale.
! *f ot .
:{: :e f::;‘je'::d _E:s j;a:t(z‘jf‘f:fu y&fﬂowhc o);cci'r for dark gray on r«h‘e :pr*oxfm.aj half
nohceable. Lower mafiﬁ':é*?'ii;; + __L“?"J%‘"?ur_me'ﬂ i SUBTSHYE Ui ks
base of The .En'ﬂ)- Lt a ' il fer(“.a {xMT‘? ;Om:./,sn Ga{rcer/‘?’l“zi‘;’ Foward fhe
r 7 preared that the culmen was straight ,with a slight
Gowaward slope at the +p, a fecthre observable only wnder carefsd suubny & #Hhe
¢losest range the blrd wos observed. Cther _5;;0((‘;5’%. sacpe ot Features of the
bill could not be determined ot ccf.‘a:'nilv (except for an angle on the [ower
mand; ble ). Wp of upper mandible appeared Fo s‘r;j-;;{rg: .3(9_)/’;;9‘_'
Head and &1 COﬂs.;s_.f_z‘nH:f ttted vpward al aboul a 20° argle.-

be Jower mandible.

rance of bird (a large, stocky, pale loon , with a fﬂr’gc,paﬂ’e_ 6l C'narn'ec{
/‘g-”,iifa-h:q.fn Coer it 047

I

Overall appea
u;muard, G pa:‘e fxce and u'?‘engye e ma/,é,(}:qr w  pperparls.
Loon: were on fhe [ake ) Fhe L/wa-—é’rf?cc( loon wios nel Seen with qny arﬂd',"-);emj e
only bird I caw iF in direct Ccznpan;ran with war an rvehc Looa 'Ir:’n: Ve low~bi lled

was aft Jeast 20s /a;g«:r than te HArb'c loom.

El‘fﬂﬂ!lﬂdﬁoﬂ af Commean Loon:
The idenbficabinn of this bim as a Yellow-pilled Loon was buased wupom featores discussod

by Biwhrd and Remsa[Westewn Birds 5 111-126) 1974 ~ Ldead cafion of the Yellow-billed Loon
“The most mportant mark accordiagte Bumford and Remuein 1= the ((xayia adamsii), |
o s etk o€ e culmen Y culmen ol durk ' Commor): Tre yelliw distat portisn of
+he culmen wes very Appareal and the all-dad culmen was el i bl B a4
Other wsefol clharacterishes !

mesHu stalght culmen Cusual
C.;juLd né’ be dz.{‘c.rm;ngd%s
Consp;cuwa'anj thick neck Cless so in Cnmmohﬁ-

UPLdord ‘h"lﬁwﬁ of head and lbill (r‘aretq 'n Cammony.

white face, with paleness ex tending cloeve E-’\‘{IC.('Fdf.c, esp.
'Palencss not ext as far upward Y ngw\, ).

‘well-defined auricuar patch (lockiva tn Commen).

cross-banded mante due o paralle] lines of square pale morks(back pattern
more scalloped , less # cross-banded W Co vamon).

Featres mentioned by Zinford and Remsem we weare Unable to detexmine
Speul%‘c. bl sln_o.fe F/Pﬁ.%ures) chin ‘Fe:a-‘!'he.r'ws , eye ';:'Jtc.’ ' |
ﬁdclit{omibs, 4 appeared fo me Hhat there was O d\g'.‘e._}"a’].:{_f.e w _hpcfc_l___s_}mf:e betwe en the,
e[low-'ﬁp:i\{d on and the Cnv'hmor\ Leons, 2ot had a pr’bm'lweﬂ'[nj r'm-\f*eci
%fchtad.’bu“r Hae OCC\\fLﬁ' (rearcro C\.rpmrf_d +» be also rother palm-ed i

+he Covmmen loons but meore reunded w  the }’(;‘..'ow-‘nillcd Loon.

the

+he

. \ : ”
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CCLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS =~ SIGHT RECORD FORM A ﬁ

(El{ STATE RECORD l X l UNUSUAL RECORD D

Please print or type. ttach photographs and additional pages if necessary.

Species: Ve How-billed loon [ Cavia ddamsd'
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name)

Date(s): /2 December I9€!

Number of birds seen: One Sex: 4 Plumage:

Locality: Chatheld Reservoir Elevation:

Nearest town: County: Dougles -JeFerson
=4

Time(s) observed: j200- 1700

Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): a/most conpuuously fRor 4 hours

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone numbers):
Jack Reddall
Mark Hol’mgrzﬂ

Other observers who saw the bird indepencently (give names, addresses, telephone numbers)
Larry H'aa"se}/

Light conditions (position of bird to 1ight and‘shade; direction and strergth of light):
ne sun due 4o H.‘gL\ overcast (but ‘ndirect \{81.\':' from sun behind observer's back) ' ne heat waves

Optical eyuipment used (e.g. power, types): /5-cox telescope

Distance, and how measured: minimum eshmated /00-/S0 yvards

If photographed, type of equipment and film:

Who else photographed the bird?

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in identifying):
Sometimes sat sa the watrer Tor !mxj periods without any achvity | at ofher Himes made numersuys
dives whedh were very [m.g (2 bmed at 48 and Go sec.)g' bird USU&!”\(T reagpeared Very near where [
went rdouoj Svme h'nfl;w swam r‘apa‘dhr across the surfece.

Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern.
Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular emphasis to marks you used
to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance to field guide descriptions and il1-
lustrations is not enough. Describe only what you actually observe in the field:

Head and neck: Iprom‘fncn‘f"h:'jr}w forehead with a S(OP»:AJ rearcrown | peck /ony and very )";}/CA','
croun and pape L'ghr gray- brown, becoming darker broum on the back of .ffle nec.l/cf ancf
Solid dark brown projeching forward ot the Dbase of +he neck | face mesty whitish Iw:% dar«
eye completely within white area | white area. behind eye , and a small, dock Qur::tufm‘ speT
and an Ias:.end.i white we‘ﬁge or @sceat behind the spof | '-"]"’Oﬂt* and front of neck "-‘-’}“.4'9,
wite a palke brown c‘v\‘msf*rato“ Palf-d@rL demarcah'on on neck gutte strong but awch fuzzier

| [ +h cS
and wwda less Canspicuous on e e



Description (continued): ] A e
Upperparts 1 anterior part of back gra Ish C!’thr jo nech’ bewmirg darker (more Slachish),

ch'h:r‘.uarf?,} wjld_ﬁ.s and mbq‘ck wiFh Par@ lel ro.Js O‘F a’.au.f.‘l‘e, /"arye/ szuarc {,{/}7;)‘: marx’::
(vgaV Nohteable at a jrregr drshnce).

u'née-r’pomf w}h-*‘e ;Fafe brown C.k}nd-rgf;)‘ Llanks pm’e ym}/ (Janéer af the Lond o He w;‘rg).

Qescr}f;ﬂa‘on et Lill and feld sketrh on Ocmmpm\r?*’ﬁ Fog=

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery, (i.e. from
perch, in flight, duration):

MO/?C-

Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
Jpz'a;'n: e crea Fon reservoir

How did you eliminate similarly appearing species?

Sece accompa nying page.

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?
Have seen many Cowmmean loens ' Colovreds and California’ a few Red- Mircated and Arete (oons
n Colorade and many in Califoraio) never have seen \?}e[Lcm- billed loon befwre,

List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this in-
fluenced your identification:

a) at time of observation: Bin‘Fbrd',l_-C- and J.V. Remsen. 1474, TderhBcaNon of +he Yellow- billed
Loon(’Ggg-'acdgms.‘i\. Westermn Birds S I 011- 126,

b) after observation: Same.

This report was written from reports made during X , after observation from memory
Date and time report was written: 7 Febroary 1982 (from CBC rare Lird repert written | Sanvery 1762)
Reporting observer: _Robeet Andrews Signature: _ Robert (Qudieive

Address: 2260 Ww. Wik fve., # 144 Denver, Colorade Pozoy

A1l reports will be maintained permanently at the address below:

Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
CITY PARK

DENVER, CO 80205




