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YELLOW-BILLED LOON
S edamsi

Location: Pueblo Reservoir; Pueblo; Pueblo County, Colorado
Date:  December 17, 1994 through March 11, 1995
Sefting:

Four of us spotted this bird on the Pueblo Reservoir Christmas Bird Count. We first saw it at a great distance about 11:30 a.m. Then we
saw it off and on for the rest of the aftemoon. We had great light and calm conditions and got as close as 150 yards when we looked
down on it from the bluff. We watched it for over an hour with scopes (including Questar) and binoculars.

| observed this bird on nine more occasions, sometimes at a distance of 50 yards; always with a scope. | discovered a second Yellow-
billed Loon on January 8, 1995. The two loons often cruised the lake together for the next five weeks.

This bird spent a lot of time in close company with a smaller Common Loon on the first day. It mostly floated calmly on the surface, but it
fed occasionally by diving for rather long periods. After that it was usually in close company with the second Yellow-billed Loon.

S

The bird was about 2 1/2+ fest long. It was a juvenile in first winter plumage. It was a noticeably large and light-colored loon, even at a
distance. Compared to the Common Loor: it was about 46" longer, claarly wider-bodied from the back, and proportionately longer- and
thicker-necked. It floated nearly a *head higher" than the smaller Common Loon. It had a largs, blocky head; double-peaked and bulging
over the eye, like a Common Loon.

It held its head and bill up-tilted about 10 degrees (compared to the level-headed Common). Compared to the Common Loon it was
much lighter, being grey-brown vs bluish-black, on the back. It had a stouter, up-tumed bill. The bill shape showed a slightly curved
culmen, much straighter above than the Common loon, and a noticeably tipped-up lower mandible with a strong gonydial angle. The bill
color was pale: rather bright yellow distally, yellow-grey basally and with a darker ridge at the base of the upper mandible about as far
out as the nostril.

The eye was proportionately quite small, dark, and placed in the middle of the pale whitish face. There was white in front of and above
the eye. The crown and nape were pale grey (paler than on Common Loon). This darker grey also appeared above the eye and as a
distinct patch behind the eye on the ear coverts. The foreparts and fore-neck were white. The back was medium brownish-grey with
distinct, broad, white tips to the scapulars creating distinct whitish rows. The sides were light grey but usually submerged. The rear-parts
were blackish. As the bird aged it became distinctly scruffy looking. The white edges to the scapulars wore off, giving the bird a ragged,
darker appearance. By March 11 a ghost of a neck band seemed to be appearing.

The Common Loon is darker, smaller and with a smaller head and shorter, thinner neck. The bill is grey, not yellow, and is smaller, more
dagger-like with a curved culmen, and is held horizontally, not up. The Red-throated Loon is much smaller, with small, darker thin bill. 1t
has a lighter, not darker, area behind the eye and shows indislinct light specks on the back. The Pacific Loon is smaller, has a straight,
horizontally-held bill, a darker crown, and a distinct blackish border between the dark rear- and light fore-neck. This bird was distinctively
different, as described above, in direct comparison with Common Loons. We had the advantage of side-by-side comparison of this bird
with a Common Loon.

Experience With Species:

| have seen many Common and Pacific Loons in Colorado and on the West coast. | have seen Red-throated Loons in Colorado in 1992
and 1994 and in March 1992 in the Seattle, Washington area. | have seen Yellow-billed Loon twice before in Colorado (also at Pueblo
Reservoir).

This report was prepared from memory and notes made at the time of observation.
Mark Janos

10 Sedum Ct. | W/{M

Pueblo, CO 81001
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