cFo-RC FILE #: (997-5

COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS

_ L s
SIGHT RECORD FORM resuLzs ;. QC Ceped 7o
gﬁd[—‘?? Vv
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE. ATTACH PHOTOGRAPHS AND ADDITIONAL PAGES IF NECESSARY.
SPECIES: C_ lasae ol Lasw 64"—"‘5—_ f&i‘”"‘s”
(Common Name) (Scientific Name)
\test falandd

DATE(S) OF OCCURRENCE: OcA 13, a7 [ QBN VER faland JElir 8 4 Ot 14,1957

/ ' .}u-VQVH}E - 'J‘L\l-r bivA s
NUMBER OF BIRDS SEEN: SEX: * PLUMAGE : 3% 7% vaauths ol of

EXACT LOCATION: ClwtLield Reserveic yw & Swne bay east of th Sanhsy it east 4

F+= S & wtl e (0o n.) near Olum Cyeek Aedln soinmisy += a—-rte(a ‘4)

COUNTY:_ U nsglns NEAREST TOWN: L 1% cton(frm >t Co)ELEVATION: AS4557
A.bw-f' 2e w_iv‘u—h!-l‘ Jo:30 arm— )2 ;_g" Ot
LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: swhdwh bivd TIME(S)OF OBSERVATION: U/ iceam- liigSar oo

wWwas o 5:.--,-Mcr vl ) wn%

OTHER OBSERVERS WHO SAW THE BIRD(S) WITH YOU:
_)og\. Kellner 96/ w. Winsdare @] . Litleton ,ce Felzo LOA: '-3*“*‘3

Ko\oz('i'- S pencey 4430 Glacdiola S+ . Golckeu, Co Eofel ( Oct. )

OTHER OBSERVERS WHO INDEPENDENTLY SAW THE BIRD(S):
¢-?

.

LIGHT CONDITIONS (QUALITY; DIRECTION RELATIVE TO BIRD(S): POSITION):
B(\a_l..é"ls-ﬁ-vw? AN h‘.é,L-}"l"-\.B

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT USED: Kowa TSA-— + Sceypa

Casetaiy, B o Gk

DISTANCE FROM BIRD (ESTIMATED UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED): f&—ge beftveen S0 500 £4,

WAS BIRD PHOTOGRAPHED? Vo IF SO, HAVE YOU SUBMITTED PHOTOS?_

WHO TOOK THE PHOTOGRAPHS?

DESCRIBE THE GENERAL AND SPECIFIC HABITAT IN WHICH THE BIRD(S) OCCURRED:
A s =2lors "Da.y oef a \a_v-caL g ko Lves)l crooter T eSevuod /-

DESCRIBE THE BIRD’S BEHAVIOR (FLYING; FEEDING; HABITS; BEHAVIORS USED IN
IDENTIFYING THE SPECIES OR IN SUPPORTING THE IDENTIFICATION):

Biv¥A was actively £zeds ‘Mh) wrv'/--. le vtcsvu-y Aive Firmes G Atifamcesr . L Saw 1t
b"“""'ﬁ' a slenxey Fic'h abet & /cr'«a_ 4o ke Se—tface | pus +le biveA Jos+ i+.
T veswA  Sevest +nes DCCa-Sfa"'-'\.a./"-'L/V \,DYeC“lﬂ‘é )+lw.s afbfordin'y  @xcell ent
V‘;gws 1w Al :%2«-’}‘



DESCRIBE THE BIRD IN DETAIL. THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THIS

REPORT. INCLUDE THE OVERALL SIZE AND SHAPE AND HOW YOU PLACED THE BIRD IN
THE GENERAL GROUP THAT YOU DID. GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS OF PLUMAGE,
INCLUDING HEAD, THROAT, UNDERSIDES, NAPE, BACK, WINGS AND TATL. GIVE
PARTICULAR EMPHASIS TO MARKS YOU USED TO IDENTIFY THE BIRD(S). DESCRIBE

OTHER DETAILS, SUCH AS COLOR AND SHAPE OF BILL, LEGS, EYE, ETC. THAT WERE
IMPORTANT IN MAKING THE IDENTIFICATION. (FILL OUT THIS PORTION EVEN IF
PHOTOGRAPHS ARE SUBMITTED: YOU MAY ATTACH

ADDITIONAL SHEETS, DRAWINGS, :
FIELD SKETCHES OR COPY OF FIELD NOTES): Mest Sevionr bicecr wsaninCo?l ., et e
S+ hir bivd 4= oo o laﬁs |

.09"'1‘, ke o _ID pye blewm ¢ Cphmav\ or el.’n-o-}a;f/e-( . F;-‘-e Bmf
Vigale Ave vevy pale )i = Vague, dA 'ﬁfhse, plamoct judescvioade attern of Shasles of
}“.3]...!— b‘(va\: Tr dacker "ea S\ ots " showw 1y se vevad Lielsf oler ave Cresent, b
ove vrere ell/pticad +han civeiday A o radational ‘nte ha L tey 5«-"*"*‘“‘"‘-“1'«5 a ve g
vothev -}'L\ﬁ.v\ S\\Mply baw—.d—elf % ;T‘L\.( YVack o+ +he neck ;% Ao ke Fla, e Nee ke
- FME*“*‘LM"'}'L‘ bivts back At 4h base of +r Wiwduvecie. )5 a Haovicer, 2

S 4 : , base.of 4hi necle
_sk S Polinting tagwoved . Tl sidos o+ +h e _ _
i'ea:j&:'_:w h:‘:‘d(\/i!"]"h a hiuwr o# 1’“—‘*7'*‘06{ toue . TLe ‘YQ‘”‘J‘*""_ v Fla Back \a v
e ' Lk ,L by VWevdevs aveouv~A arke, Vvvewu Ceuters, This Feadue
cleaw bvight, shary buify : ' e Loves st Pimet: SPus
Poruts’ 2 yuwuewile plumasge . Tlese bw*':n‘y ersings alygn on o N S aks
l1alh bauwds acvess +k back . B\” color 1s oveveld ‘F‘J{ 54YH.WJW‘+ ‘:IMY
I‘v?mef ‘fﬂ—wi‘ ef M culimen Asviker | Thy owtev | s i 0%+,L¢ CMLM'.‘" LA )’
pore | easily Seen umdev 4k ool Viewing conAitiins T T i el
_}_\.\_,R“)o-ﬁ " )'uue\n?lt’ elovw -~ Yo iled L.moln; +l culimew Cuvver _S.fzﬁx.‘-.?‘f/v D(ownww
wh He Fp . Eawéwman (19490 , P27, fik-. ;r.) Shows #his Feoture, Tle it Swam
comsiskently with ids LIl dilfed wpward Labove howrzodel) (T fovecvenn s
+eeyp! esk | vovese than sheww w4k LA Suider . Tk hindevown 15 o
;ﬁ "'-M'F ?"( FDV rel’ﬁrd 5'|:“;L-.-}-J')/J ?.r.w:*b +le bird a Airinerive " block- heaxw ¥ |20k,

~
T)-t lowvd < avg\(;p/u shasdes Y vo em (voav -Ha\u'.r) /w;ﬂ"fn ne himtb 0'('5.'\’47 (cool %He"’
Tw vy expeviencs .+l b rowpas) -+"bv|¢:5‘ aleke ,—}-‘-ﬂ.‘,ff Swe .o—.rv‘- ):....uen,.!e oV
\p#u::'cy ytffp.w—do}n‘jru( koown . The bivd [eolkes vevy ‘el TV ke 4N e = \

n Q»‘&uzv.‘f]c Yelhn.“ Vvilled Loow ( whir -b/lled p":"“) shown i, J“"""S""‘(;q”sm?'??

DISCUSS SIMILAR SPECIES AND HOW YOU ELIMINATED THEM: - Elivminion, «f Lowmvmon
Loov s (wplied v vy seseviphin 0Ff +he S hoyech bivd . Thotv's, lontsc awa yumves
Covmven Leson s e A ffevent bil] sStvmetive st bil] colee rntf!_'f\ﬁ) A Efevemn htap
przfre A FFrevenbt htsd ard wneck ey ) diffevent colov (..

> , ﬂra\y_ + 3r—ay-—bwhu:
Y-pf”-dﬂ" \}il-\_ byown ),

WHAT IS YOUR PRIOR EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILARLY APPEARING SPECIES?
}/e“pw“\vg‘“op{ Laav\'_ Wwinmderv \;‘IMM?L} Ha_\,.,,’[-}gu\ JTlesev voiy ’c_a /-g-?/

W te plavmsgr C eAfreld Res evvesv 4 Cin !2~32-9)
b"‘e{?df‘ﬁ P']MV"MA‘,?') VA Mg @£ T ;:%L“;—f‘:bi: }." A—!Afk‘\ 3 J’l??*??
Cowisige L&,,.“-_ CoOvAdlgss \‘"432}‘M T VAavibis \/]lu.lha?'.r I ? 5‘}#&“5) IQ??"?'?

LIST BOOKS, GUIDES, RECORDINGS OR OTHER SOURCES CONSULTED AND HOW THIS

INFLUENCED YOUR IDENTIFICATION (DURING AND AFTER OBSERVATION): . . .
wyingt Kawufwan (1990) HAdvasmesd Bivding s AMadiomed Lessvphre SociefyFierd buwido (14987
eferion (1990) Vertevn Birds, Al Huaviisow (1958) Sehomds o Zivmveer [ 1955) The WS Fevn
?{‘(',:Lw,{-d.qsf } loevisseow C\QQBB BivAsr of Ep\,-(rrq ( ex Celle AYAW ires A.:/ch:p-h;-.._.-) )

THIS REPORT WAS MADE FROM NOTES MADE DURING OR AFTER
OBSERVATION, OR LATER FROM MEMORY xe " . Ty >
DATE OF WRITTEN REPORT: Ocatobeyv 13 , 1927 F:02pm. (adtitons oCt- If, 7

\ =, |
REPORTING OBSERVER: o H"W QSE SIGNATURE:_ N~ $ )/ Yoiee
ADDRESS: Mark Janos i e L . Y (av ruoask AL, ¢
10 Sedum Ct. Littlet~' co go1zo o

Pueblo, CO 81001



CFO-RC FILE #: !qth . 5
/’Lﬂ-bJIZ’:'LA,“)

COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS

SIGHT RECORD FORM
RESULTS :

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE. ATTACH PHOTOGRAPHS AND ADDITIONAL PAGES IF NECESSARY.

SPECIES :__YEttow— BULLED  LoorV GAVIA __ aoAmMSII

(COMMON NAME) (SCIENTIFIC NAME)
DATE(S) OF OCCURRENCE : pecemfeR 6 1997
NUMBER OF BIRDS SEEN:___ 1. SEX : unKnown P_LUMAGE i IMMATURE
EXACT LOCATION : ChpEeld  Reservord | f
COUNTY :_JEPFeX Sow NEARESTTOWN:___ DenvveR ELEVATION : __ 5 3ev'
LENGTH OF OBSERVATION :_4S nwvs | TIMES(S) OF OBSERVATION: ___ (lsto -~ (1345 asm

OTHER OBSERVERS WHO INDEPENDENTLY SAW THE BIRD(S) :
DAVIO LEATHERMAY, Tv€ MAMAOSER  oTERS.

LIGHT CONDITIONS [QUALITY: DIRECTION RELATIVE TO BIRD(S); POSITION] :
naw  ceowns  AMD  SuV | SuN G0° To MC OF SIGHT ©oF couow

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT USED: _p cc r 10 fox

DISTANCE FROM BIRD (ESTIMATED UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED): 200 Yg$

WAS THE BIRD PHOTOGRAPHED : IF SO. HAVEYOU SUBMITTED PHOTOS?

WHO TOOK THE PHOTOGRAPHS?
DESCRIBE THE GENERAL AND SPECIFIC HABITAT IN WHICH THE BIRD(S) OCCURRED :

CIATRIELD s A LARCE DEEP By  OF WATER uMeR THr FeTHILS

DESCRIBE THE BIRD'S BEHAVIOR (FLYING: FEEDING: HABITS; BEHAVIORS USED IN IDENTIFYING
THE SPECIES OR IN SUPPORTING THE IDENTIFICATION) :

SPEVT MOT oF T TME  PRE¥VIVNG  gwp SiTTImE O~ The SuREHHE,

slevT  seme TWME MAKIVG S HORT DIVETS,



DESCRIBE THE BIRD IN DETAIL. THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THIS REPORT.
INCLUDE OVERALL SIZE AND SHAPE, AND HOW YOU PLACED THE BIRD IN THE
GENERAL GROUP THAT YOU DID. GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS OF PLUMAGE,
INCLUDING HEAD, THROAT, UNDERSIDES, NAPE, BACK, WINGS, AND TAIL. GIVE
PARTICULAR EMPHASIS TO MARKS YOU USED TO IDENTIFY THE BIRD(S). DESCRIBE
OTHER DETAILS, SUCH AS COLOR AND SHAPE OF BILL, LEGS, EYE, ETC. THAT WERE
IMPORTANT IN MAKING THE IDENTIFICATION. (FILL OUT THIS PORTION EVEN IF
PHOTOGRAPHS ARE SUBMITTED; YOU MAY ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS,
DRAWINGS, FIELD SKETCHES, OR COPY OF FIELD NOTES) :

THE BRD  WRS  comSERABLY  RuckieR  Thaw A PheiFre Lood, THAT AT
oNE T\HE WS N THE SAVIE  TRIESWPE  VIEW. THE Blee was L:GH-F_YcW_'_
Aty }}fﬂmm_. T TeT uP. MTH:: eny ES?EU-%LV WHETY tTW’ﬁ‘S_HfLQ
u,P.ﬂfr A SLlGHT AwGlE, Twe TP oF THE HERD WAs PARE THe RovT A

SW0ES  OF TWE WELK WERE (WGUT  GRADUALLY  TuRMine T2 ARc o THE BAcK

~
GTRAVES ARos THE Bk, THE WRDERFARTS  §towr Pul\ NG fREENS
WERE WWHTE THeRE WA A NSTICT DARIC PATUR begwo THE ENE

- THe WeRd A
THERE WS A RumP oY ThHe  FRgwER0  Wincd Ghve T

fumfy | RETHER  THAY & YmoeT, PrRo €L1LE.

DISCUSS SIMILAR SPECIES AND HOW YOU ELIMINATED THEM :
oMo LoV = Blle R PaTTERN o SWE oF VETK | fAK PATTERN,

PACLAFE  Lev = TITE BiLe CawR  Netk PATTEERN
RED - THROMTED comv -  §120, fl ok | wETK Ay BATK PATTERNS,

WHAT IS YOUR PRIOR EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILARLY APPEARING SPECIES?_
HAVE  CEEN  YEllow- BiclEn  Lewv f PEw  TimEs  fReVigwidY AGTLY | MM ATURES,
MAwY  S(adTiwvls  oF THT oTHEX Loew(  ElPeTieY  Commov LooV.

LIST BOOKS, GUIDES, RECORDINGS, OR OTHER SOURCES CONSULTED AND HOW
THIS INFLUENCED YOUR IDENTIFICATION (DURING AND AFTER OBSERVATION) :

CHETCEN VATISWAL  Cen CRAPHC GUWE WHEN | RETWRNED Tb THE oAk,

THIS REPORT WAS MADE FROM NOTES MADE DURING OR AFTER
OBSERVATION, OR LATER FROM MEMORY X ;

DATE OF WRITTEN REPORT :_fet e8¢k T 1427

REPORTING OBSERVER :_feeR . GINT SIGNATURE :__felc R. (ot
(33) 494- 116D, S S 35H ST, BoUL0ER, (o 0302
SEND REPORT TO : MARK JANOS, 10 SEDUM COURT, PUEBLO, CO 81001




|H7-5

Kellner Yellow-billed Loon October 13, 1997

Sieol 11-2-97
SPECIES:

Yellow-billed Loon (Gavia adamsii)
DATE:
October 13, 1997
TIME(S) OF OBSERVATION:
11:20-12:20pm MDT
LOCATION:

Chatfield Reservoir State Recreation Area, Douglas County. The bird was seen swimming and diving
in the “cove” east of the marina sandspit on the south side of the reservoir.

HABITAT:
Medium sized, man-made reservoir at the base of the foothills
OTHER OBSERVERS WHO INDEPENDENTLY IDENTIFIED THIS BIRD:
J.B. Hayes, 1517 West Briarwood Avenue, Littleton, Colorado 80120

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT | USED:

Zeiss 10x40 Binoculars
Bausch & Lomb Elite 77mm spotting scope (20-60x zoom eyepiece)

WEATHER CONDITIONS:

SKY: Clear
WIND: North at 10-20mph
TEMP:  52F

BIRD/SUN ORIENTATION:
Bird was north of the observer (sun was behind observer and shining upon the bird)
DISTANCE FROM BIRD AND HOW MEASURED:

50-150 feet (estimated)

NUMBER OF BIRDS SEEN:

1 (one)
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Kellner Yellow-billed Loon October 13, 1997

SEX:
Unknown
PLUMAGE:
Juvenile/Immature
BACKGROUND:

The first major cold front of the season (complete with snow) came through early in the morning on
October 12th. This front was preceded by high winds (60-90mph along the foothills) from the west for
24-30 hours.

BEHAVIOR AND DEMEANOR:

The loon was floating and swimming low on the surface of the reservoir and was seen frequently diving
underwater. The first things I noticed were the massive size of this bird and the long yellow bill. The
loon would “look” under the water while floating on top as if looking for something underwater just
before diving. The bird would stay under for periods of time ranging from 15 seconds up to 1-1/2
minutes. The bird made several counter-clockwise “loops” around the small “cove™ just east of the
marina sandspit and seemed to favor the area near the small portable “pier” jutting out from the cast
side of the sandspit. J.B. Hayes said that he had seen the bird come up from a dive with a fish in his
bill.

HEAD & NECK:

Head “squared off”, not rounded, with two “peaks” (one near front of the head. one near the rear of the
head). Head and bill consistently held above horizontal. Crown and sides of head light tan: side and
back of neck light tan with a darker brown line which ran from the back of the crown down the center
of the back of the neck almost to the back. The color of the sides of the head were an evenly
distributed, light tan with no discernible markings on the right side of this birds head. The left side of
this loons head had an ill-defined “darker brown” area behind the eye. The front of the neck and throat
was washed with a light buff-tan color throughout (lighter than the sides of the neck). There were faint
indentations on the sides of the neck where the buff of the front of the neck tried to invade the tan of the
side of the neck. The cheeks and throat were white.

EYES & LORES:

Eyes were brown with a slight reddish tint. Lores white. The eye was below the light tan crown and
within the white of the face.

LOWER & UPPER MANDIBLES:

Mandibles yellow except for medium grayish color on the basil half of the top of the culmen. The
outer half of the culmen was completely yellow. This was observed many times as the bird swam
close by and as the bird “looked™ into the water facing us. The culmen appeared very slightly convex
(slightly curved) the entire distance to the tip. The lower mandible was yellow except for a slight
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Kellner Yellow-billed Loon October 13, 1997

amount of medium grayish color along the bottom near the face. The gonyeal angle was present, but
very slight. The bill had the appearance of being only slightly longer that a Common Loons bill.

LEGS & FEET:
Not seen during my observation.

UPPERPARTS:
Back medium light brown with the coverts having broad. crisp, buff color tips. These buff colored
edges lined up on the back of this bird to form neat “rows™ across the birds back This “banded”
appearance was obvious at quite a distance. When the wind calmed some I could actually make out
individual feather tips on the back!

UNDERPARTS:

White breast and belly: seen as the bird “surged” prior to a dive: sides not seen well because the bird
swam low in the water obscuring the sides.

RETRICES:
Not particularly noticed.
WINGS:
Light brown.
UPPERWINGS:
Primarics medium brown, solid with no noticeable change in color or markings.
UNDERWINGS:
Not seen during my observation.
VOCALIZATION:
No vocalizations were heard.
ELIMINATION OF SIMILARLY APPEARING SPECIES:
Birds being eliminated are in basic plumage.
Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) - Small loon with a rather thin looking dark bill, not long, thick and

vellow as this loon. Red-throateds have backs that are very dark and sometimes very
noticeably spotted not medium light brown and “banded”.
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Kellner Yellow-billed Loon October 13, 1997

Pacific/Arctic Loon (Gavia pacifica/arctica) - Medium sized loon with a dark, straight bill; sides of
neck clearly contrast with back of neck with no “indentations” instead a clear “line of
demarcation” exists between the white of the front of the neck and the dark brown of the
back of the neck. Pacific Loons usually have more of a rounded head and generally does
not show a noticeable “block-headed™ look. Back is much darker (not light brown) than
a Yellow-billeds” and not boldly “banded” as this bird was.

Common Loon (Gavia immer) - Dark brown and gray tones on head. neck and back not tan and pale
brown as this bird showed. Bill shorter, usually grayish except in young birds which can
show an almost straw vellow bill. Gonyeal angle not noticeably present in Commons.
Outer half of culmen has ridge of dusky gray to black not completely yellow like this
bird. This vellow color on the outer half of the bill is distinctive of Yellow-billed Loons
with close looks. Eyes are usually on the edge of (or surrounded by) the dark of the
crown whereas Yellow-billeds” have eves that are clearly in the pale while of the face

PRIOR EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILARLY APPEARING SPECIES:

Yellow-billed Loon - Have seen several in Colorado all in basic plumage.

Red-throated Loon - Have seen several in Colorado all in basic plumage except for one individual that
stayed April and May 1993 at Chatfield and allowed me to watch this bird
change from basic to nearly full alternate plumage!

Pacific/Arctic Loon - Have seen 30+ in Colorado mostly in basic plumage but have seen one in near
alternate plumage in the spring.

Common Loon - Have seen perhaps 200+ in Colorado in plumages ranging from basic. to full
breeding and even one young bird seen at Chatfield this year (September 135
1997).

BOOKS, ILLUSTRATIONS AND ADVICE CONSULTED THAT INFLUENCED THIS REPORT:
This report was prepared from notes made immediately after my observations.
COMMENTS:

[ realize that a Yellow-billed Loon in October is virtually unheard of! I found it hard to believe myself.

The plumage seems to indicate a juvenile bird still changing to basic plumage since:

1) The birds’ bill is still somewhat small and the gony angle slight (not absurdly long and sharply
angled like an adults)

2) The neat crisp feather tips on the back coverts

3) The buffy wash on the front and sides of the neck

4) Lack of a clearly noticeable dark “spot” on the head, behind the eyes
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