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RUDDY TURNSTONE
Arenaria_interpres

Location: A small lake west of Hannah Ranch S.W.A.; near Fountain; EI Paso County, Colorado

Date:  September 9, 1995
This bird was discovered by Alan Versaw that moming.

Several of us (myself, Brandon Percival, Mark Hullinger) saw this bird late on the afternoon of the Sth. It was a dark, gray aftemoon with
a persistent light drizzle. It was about 5:00 p.m. when we re-found the bird. We observed it in adequate but poor light for about 15
minutes, perched and in flight. | had brought my Kowa scope and we set it up and observed this bird at 20-60X. | was less than 25 feet
away when | first flushed the bird from shore. The rest of the time the bird was about 50-75 yards away. It walked the edge of this small
reservoir set in open grassland. It walked on debris-strewn shoreline as well as a small sandy point.

Description:

This was a juvenile or non-breeding adult. It looked like a shadow of a breeding bird ~ dull, grayish and brownish where the adult is
black, rufous and white. It was a medium-sized shorebird, slightly smaller, shorter-legged and more compact and plumper than nearby
Killdeer. It had stout, dull orange legs and a dark wedge-shaped, slightly uptumed bill. In flight it was a striking bird — with white upper
tail, back, scapulars and wing stripe contrasting with the otherwise dark uppersides. This gave the bird a conspicuous, harlequin
appearance in flight. Perched it was dark brownish above and white below. It had a faint eyeline and a dark arc across the side of the
breast.

Similar Species:

The conspicuous white, black and brown pattem in flight and the medium size and wedge-shaped bill eliminate most other shorebirds.
Avocets are much larger with recurved bills. Snowy, Piping and Black-bellied plovers lack the white face, bib, rufous and black back and
wedge-shaped bill. The Killdeer is plainer above in flight and has two breast bands. Phalaropes have thinner and longer bills, different
habits and lack orange legs. Sandpipers are plainer, especially in flight, and lack the chisel-shaped bill. The Black Tumstone has no
brown in any plumage and lacks the flight pattern.

Experience with Species:

| have seen many Ruddy Tumstones on ocean beaches. | have seen five previous Ruddy Tumstones in Colorado: 1-2 juveniles on
September 16, 1989 at Cheraw Lake; 1 breeding adult at Blue Lake on May 23, 1993; and 2-3 on August 28 September 3, 1994 at Lake
Henry.

This report is prepared from notes made after observation.
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