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If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of
your observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual,
and would like to share this with others, a written description is essential.
Compilers of regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifi-
cally sound; future bird students -- those studying occurrences 50 years

from now -- must have a written record on which to depend. By providing

the verifying written description, you are employing a basic rule of the
scientific method.

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and
reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus
this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete
evidence which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the
future. This procedure is required for every extraordinary observation,
irrespective of the observer.
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APPENDIX 1I Continued

Describe in great detail the bird which you saw. Emphasize particularly the

field marks used to ldentify the bird, but include a complete description

of the bird. Include size, overall sha e, plumage and color pattern; details

on shape or size of bill, wings, and tail. (Reference to its resemblance to
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This report was written from notes made during l/after observation;
from memory
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Species: Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus)
Date: September 2, 1985 Time Bird Seen: 1100 to 1110
Locality: C.F. & I Lakes
Pueblo, CO
Optical equiptment: Bushnell Spacemaster II 20x45 Zoom
Photography equipment: No photo.
Number of birds seen: 1 Sex: Unknown Plumage: Juvenile

Light conditions: Excellent
Distance from bird (and how measured): 10 meters (estimated)

Bird's overall behavior:

The bird was foraging at the edge of the water. At one
point it seemed to be dozing, standing on one foot with itls
bill under its wing.

Habitat of bird:

Edge of reservoir.

Other observers:

Linda L. Blue
3145 Westcliff Dr. Ww.
Colorado Springs, CO 88966

William Maynard
372 Blue Windsor Lane
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

Richard Bunn
2727 Main Street
Colo Springs, CO 80907

John & Virginia Maynard
132@ Indian Oaks Pl.
Manitou Springs, CO 80906



Detailed Description (identifying field marks Plus size, overall
shape, plumage and color pattern, details on shape or size
of bill, wings, and tail).

This bird was slightly larger than nearby Killdeer but was
much plumper. It had a long bill (>1.5 times the projected
bill head length). The top of the head was dark and formed
a triangle bordered by the light supercillium when - viewed
from above. The breast was pale and the belly lighter. The
tail appeared black with white striping. The upper feathers
were dark with buffy golden edges. The scapulars and
tertials showed "tiger stripe" marks with the gold extending
into the feathers.

Calls (and method of delivery):
No calls were heard.

Similar species elimination:
Long-billed Dowitcher: The juvenile Long-billed Dowitcher
is much darker on the back and wings and lacks the "tiger
stripes” of the Juvenile Short-billed Dowitcher.

Prior experience with this and similar species:

-

First sighting of Short-billed Dowitcher. Familiar with
Long-billed Dowitcher.

This report was written from notes made shortly after observation.
Name: David V. Blue

Mailing address: 3145 Westcliff Dr. Ww.
Colorado Springs, CO 88986
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