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Species: Short-tailed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus

Birds sighted: 1 im. W ;"’O

Time: 18 Aug., 1995; 10-11:00am
Location: Fruitgrower's Reservoir (Hart's Basin) 1 mi. E. of Eckert, Co.
Status: Accidental in west-central Co.

Setting: Coen Dexter and I had been surveying migrating shorebirds at the reservoir - for

about an hour and a half and were about to leave.. We checked the shore next to the road

on the west side of the lake once more before leaying. A dowitcher with a markedly

differently colored back from the Long-billed Dowitcher we had just left caught our

attention, After-watching the bird for 20 mihutes or 30, two Long-billed Dowitchers landed

about 5 meters away from the bird, providing an excellent opportunity to compare the

birds. The sun was high and about 90 degrees from our line of =ight. ter about 50

minutes, I circled the birds and pushed them closer to Coen. As I puszhed, they grew

nervous and flushed, flying out over the reservoir. After I returned to the road, all )
three birds returned to the shore and continued to feed. 7 W
Behavior: The bird was actively feeding along a weedy, muddy shoreline. It did not go into >

the water, but rather fed by picking and probing shallowly on the muddy shore.

Description: The ferruginous back color of the bird first caught my attention. It was a
much different color than the brownish-black base color of the Long-billed Dowitcher we
had just left and of the ones that arrived shortly after. In the scope we could tell that
the rufous edging of the scapul&rs extended into the black centers, but could not
diztinguish whether the pattern was that of a juvenile of that of an adult. The underparts
were very light, almost white from the undertail coverts forward to the breast. The breast
had 2 szalmon reddish wash which graded into grayish at the throat. The hind neck was
grayish, about the color of the gray on a Virginia Rail. There was very little spotting at
the sides of the throat, perhaps a half dozen rather indistinct spots on either =ide. The
flanks were spotted lightly, clearly not barred. This spotting extended through the
undertail coverts. The bird seemed slightly shorter-billed, slightly longer-legged,
slightly slimmer, and slightly smaller than the Long-billed Dowitchers nearby. When I
flushed the bird, it flew directly away from toward Coen, then braked, spreading its tail.
The tail was quite light, not contrasting sharply with the white rump, although the fine
black lines cro=sing the tail made it appear slightly dirty from that distance (perhaps
30-35 yards). The combination of the very ferruginous back color and the whitish
underparts suggests the juvenile bird. ;

Vocalizations: When the bird flushed it uttered a rapid series of low notes--tu tu tu tu
tu--quite different from the sharper, slower keek, keek notes uttered by the Long-billed
‘Dowitchers as they flushed. i ; 3&

Similar Species: Long-billed Dowitcher is the only bird that could he confused with this

" bird. Long-billed (preset at the observation) has narrow, buff edging on its scapulars
rather than extensive rufous. Its tail is darker, contrasting sharply with the white rump,
It has barring on the flanks rather than Sparse -spotting. It is unifornly rufous bereath,
rather than whitish. It is more heavily spotted at the throat and breast. ;

Colorado. I have =een Short-billed Dowitchers twice before--once at Hart's Basin, ‘once at
Cheney Reservoir.

Experience: I have seen hundreds, perhaps thousands of Long-billed Dowitchefs in Western

Bocks consulted: National Gz2ographic
Report: Prepared from memory shortly after returning home. e
Rich Levad

2924 Ronda Lee Rd
Grand Junction, CO 81503
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