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Species:(Common Name) Hepatic Tanager (Scientific Name) Piranga flava i Vo / /9/0 /
Date(s) of occurrence: 14 May 2000 MPQ
Number of birds seen: 1 female-plumaged

Location: Cemetary in Lamar, Prowers County, Colorado

Length of observation: 30 minutes Time(s) of observation: around noon
Other observers who saw the bird(s) with you: Dave Leatherman

Other Observers who independently saw the bird(s): None

Conditions: Partly cloudy. Very warm.

Optical equipment used: B & L Elite 10 x 42 binocular.

Distance from bird(s) (estimated unless otherwise noted):

Photos: No

Habitat: The bird spent most time in Ponderosa Pines and rarely in the deciduous trees.

Details: I was birding the cemetery on my own, when Dave Leatherman called me over to point out an interesting bird that had been
staying hidden in the tops of the pines. The bird was usually difficult to see well, and we had to watch it for some time before we were able
to see all of the bird.

The bird was similar in size and shape to a Western Tanager, but slightly larger and heavier. It was mostly dull yellow in color. The
auriculars and lores were dull gray, contrasting with the rest of the yellowish head. The throat and breast were brightest yellow, blending
into a slightly less colorful belly. The flanks were grayish, and contrasted with the body more than shown in the illustration in the 3"
edition NGS guide. Wings were slightly darker, but still yellowish. No wingbars. I did not see the mantle or upperparts. Bill fairly heavy
and dark gray with “tooth™ on cutting edge of upper mandible more noticeable than in Western Tanager. Legs gray. Eye black.

Once we watched the bird for long enough we were able to note many features to separate this bird from Summer Tanager. The darker bill
with more noticeable tooth, darker auriculars and darker flanks rule out Summer Tanager. Larger size, lack of any wingbars, darker
auriculars and flanks and dark bill eliminate Western Tanager.

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species? I have seen hundreds of Hepatic Tanagers. mostly in Latin
America and Arizona. Prior to this year I had seen two in Colorado — now I have seen 3.

List books, guides, recordings or other sources consulted and how this influenced your identification (du ring and after
observation): NGS guide. 3™ edition.

This report is from notes made immediately after observation,
Date of written report: 7 February 2001

Reporting observer: Christopher L. Wood, zeledonia @att.net Signature: CArigtophier L. Wood (electronic
submigsion)

Reporting Observer’s Address: 3465 S Otis Court .

City: Lakewood State: Colorado Zip: 80227



