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If you watch birds solely for your own enjcyment, a written description of your

observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual, and weould LA
like to share this with others, a written description is essential. Compilers of \
regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifically sound; future

bird students--those studying occurrences 50 years from now--must have a written

record on which to depend. By providing the verifying written descriztion, you

ave employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and
reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus
“hi- wamiest ie an affaw+ &3 marmatnate vour record by obtaining concrete evidence
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which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the future. This
gprocedure is required for every extraordinary observaticn, irrespective of
the observer.
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De_sczibe the bird's calls or sounds, if heard;
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1f you watch bizds solely for your own enjoyment, 2 writeen description of your

observations is unnecessary. 3But, if you have seen something unusual, and would /
like to share this with others, a written description is essential. Compilers of '
regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifcally sound: future

bird students--those studying occurrences S0 years from now--must have a written

record on which to depend. 3By providing the verifying written description, you
are employing a basic rule of the. scientific method.

we recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and

reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus
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Documentation of Unusual Bird Sighting

Little Gull, first-winter plumage

31 July 1889, 9:10 to 9:45 and 10:25 to 10:45 a.m.

Lake Cheraw, Otero County, Colorado

Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City, IA 52246

I heard about the Little Gull from the Colorado Birdline., I
birded Lake Cheraw extensively from 3:00 to 6:30 p.m. on
July 30 but did not see the bird. I did see a small white
gull or tern, but it flushed before I could get a good look.
After I saw the Sabine's Gull, I continued to look for the
Little Gull and finally I saw a small, white, fast-flying
bird at the east end of the lake. I made the following notes
and sketch while viewing the bird.

9:10 to 9:45. Spotted small gull at east end of lake.
Much smaller than Franklin's Gull. I noted thin black
tail band. Wings appeared light above and below, body
white, and fast tern-like flight. Bird flew for 5§
minutes or more while I watched it in scope. Able to see
dark carpal bar and probable dark outer primaries. There
was no flash of white in the primaries and no dark on
the trailing edge. The bird lit on a sand bar at about
200 yards and I watched it preen for a long time. It was
about 2/3 as high and about 2/3 as long as Franklin's
Gull in the same field of view. The posterior crown was
dark (black). This extended to the upper nape. When the
bird preened its breast, the top of the head appeared
all black. There was also a black dot behind the eye.
The mantle was light (gray). There was a dark mark on
the wing beginning at the shoulder and going
posteriorly. The wing was lighter below this. The
primaries were dark. The bill appeared dark. I did not
see the legs. The bird flew off when I wasn't looking."

"10:25-10:45. Just watched the bird flying for 20
minutes. Wing beats about twice as fast as Franklin's
Gull and faster than Black Tern. Bird flying low--rarely
more than 6 feet off the water. Difficult to see rounded
wing tip--but less pointed than Black Tern. Mid-wing bar
seen when bird turning, but dark primary hard to see in
fast moving bird in bright light."

Conditions: overcast at first viewing, sunny at second with
cross light. Used 20x scope. Bird always at 200 yards or
more.

Used National Geographic field guide while viewing the bird.
Notes made at end of observation periods. Typed 6 hours
later at Denver Airport. Life bird (#683 for North America).



