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Birds sighted: | juvenie

Thme: istsighted about 4:30 pan. w1 295, Viewed again several imes through $/14 for a total of perhaps 1-
1.5 hours
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Lacfion: CIlion seanor fanon i st i reved o
Status: A & R list S previous fall records, No previous Western Slope records.

Setting: i spotted this bird in company with an immature Sabine’s Guil at about 4:30 p.m. [ studied the
bird for only 10-15 minulcs' before leaving. When Tefl, 1 believed the bird to be a plumage of Sabine's that 1
had not previcusly seen. 1 called Brenda Wright when I gothome, and she and Coen Dexter went out to
sce the bird carly in Lhe evening. I joined them at the site. We could not reach a consensus as to an
identification, as none of the descriptions that we had with us satisfactorily deseribed the bird in question.
Coen researched all of the resources he had at hand that evening and concluded that the bird was Little Gull
in juvenile plumage, basing the identification primanly on the deseripion and painting in Audubon Society
Master Guide to Birding (Fartand 1983y, Hie showed me this on the moming of the 13th, and [ readily
concurred that this was the bird we had scen. We went to see the bird again at about 11:00 a.m. and
observed it in excellent light and at close range for perhaps 20 mnutes, The Sabine's Gull was no longer
present. The bird was later viewed by other observers tincluding Ron Lambeth.) Dexter was able to
photograph the bird on the 13th. It was last secn on the 14th,

Behavior: The bud fed constantiv, pieking insects or insect larvae from the surface of the sewer pond.
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Grenerally the bird
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Description: ,\ verv small gull slichtiv smaller than the Sabine's Gull Ih it it accompanied on the 12th. The
croven s dart ke Bl i by ni b highlihts in gond et The bird had 2 phelarope-fike evs
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Phe taee, Sont aned n 2 ndes lodd neross the hund neck. dividing the
i T i feens Gyer el Db N haed et wieneded diown Wt renst aned across the back,
J[.rl..‘ }.;.".‘f;;.'\I'J'!.!'.:"'.:\..‘-' a ik Hrowvny, almos! black. Hpps b Loty browwn, The light feather tips give
the back a distinclve scalioped appuemance. Adrest, 111\. ;nm:. Fies .:\‘ nded well pevond the tail. These

teathers were black, tpped with sehite The nunp and tal were white, with a rather broad black terminal
band on the tml. The band on the tail was slightlv bm.idu in the center than on the edges, which at some
angles created the tllusion that the tail was slightly forked. At other angle it was clear that the tail was gently
rounded. In flight a dark carpal bar was conspicuous, which with the dark primmaries formed a distinetive
"M" pattern. The fect and legs were pinkish.

Vocalizations: None

Habitat: Sewer lagoon.

Similar Species: inmature Subine's Gull fpresent for direct comparison) is much light brown on the back
and head, has a forked tail, and does not have a prominent carpal bar. Black-legeed Kitdwake is much

larger and does not have the distinetive scalloping on the buck. The wing-pattern of the Bonaparte's gull is
quite different, especially in showing a distinetive black margin on the tiailing edge. Bonaparte's also are



much lighter on the back and lack conspieuous scafluping. No othier guil species approaches the appearance
of the juvenile Little Gull, :

Lxpetience; ong ol obsovce v ooaen s v el peavioasiv seen this plitinage.

Books consulted: National Geographic's Bird's of North America. Pelerson's Western Birds, and
Harmisen's Seahisds wore ol consultod on the first evening and proved inadequate. Anudithon Society
Master Guide 1o Birding provided the bost wifotnebon and painting. Sutpusingly, the Golden Guide to
North.dmerican Birds contains a usciul painting of this plumage.

Report: Preparsd fromn nofos tuken at the tune ol chservation
Rich Levad

2924 Ronda Lee Rd
Grand Junction, CO 81503



