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WHITE-EYED VIREO - Vireo griseus

DATE: May 20, 1992.

LOCATION: Crow Valley Campground, Pawnee National Grassland, Briggsdale,
Weld County, Colorado.

NUMBER OF BIRDS SEEN: Two.
PLUMAGE AND -SEX: One adult male and one adult female.

TIME OF OBSERVATION: 0935 to 1015 MDT.

WEATHER CONDITIONS: Mgstly clear with some high cirrus; Wind, southeast
15 MPH; temperature 65 .

HABITAT: Riparian, mostly willows and cottonwoods with patches of dense
undergrowth.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: 10X50 Bushnell Binoculars.
DISTANCE FROM BIRDS AND HOW MEASURED: 15' to 100'; estimated.

OTHER OBSERVERS WHO INDEPENDENTLY IDENTIFIED THE BIRD: Dr. Ted Cooper -
9L00 East Maplewood Ave., #%, Englewood, CO 80111 was with me when I
"discovered" the birds. Since I do not (and have not for nearly two

years) called the "Colorado Bird Report", I was unaware until later on

that they had been found a couple of days earlier., Dr. Cooper, a beginning
birder, had never seen a White-eyed Vireo.

BIRD/SUN ORIENTATION: A variable factor. At times the male appeared L 5
bright sunlight, favoring a perch now and then in a dead snag in a small
willow. The female preferred to remain closer to the ground and out of
the direct sunlight.

BEHAVIOR AND DEMEANOR: I first observed the male as it popped up right
in front of me at eye-level in a small willow. We (Dr. Cooper) and I
followed the bird as it nervously flitted from one perch to another act-
ing very agitated by our presence. The male remained in the immediate
vicinity offering excellent views of it. After about ten minutes, a sec-
ond bird came into view, this one being slightly less colorful which we
suspected was a female. After giving us the "once-over", she darted a
short distance away and disappeared into a low, brushy area. A few mom-
ents later, she reappeared, this time carrying a very small bit of wood
or piece of bark in her beak. Carrying this material, she flew toward a
. small willow surrounded at the base by some rather thick shrubs and dis-
appeared. Shortly thereafter, the male appeared again also carrying a
small bit of "nesting material" into the place where the female had gone.
We continued to watch this activity as the two birds busily came and went,
each time carrying "nesting material". At first, they seemed rather ag-
itated by our presence, particularly the male; but gradually they became
less concernrd with us and more interested in going about the business

of building a nest. We both agreed it was best to quietly back away and
leave the birds alone. We made no attempt to try and view the nest. I
was quite certain that this was the first nesting record for Colorado for
a White-eyed Vireo which has been recorded less than ten times for the
state (the first record occurring on May 10, 1974 when one was observed
below the dam at Two Buttes Reservoir in Baca County).

POST SCRIPT: I returned to the area on the afternoon of May 28 and
although i remained in the vicinity for the better part of an hour at
the place where we observed the nest building activity on May 20, there
was no sign of either bird. The area was badly trampled down which was
not the case on May 20. I learned a day or so later, that specific
directions to the exact location of the nest were given out over the
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"Colorado Bird Report" (even in relation to the three nearby and only
Juniper trees in the area). In my opinion this was an irresponsible
act and could easily have caused the demise of the nesting attempt.
The person(s) who called in this information had to be absolutely mind-
less. Anything for a new bird! (and get one's name announced on the
tape). Shameful! Nevertheless, perhaps the birds were still around
and were inactive due to the time of day. I hope that this was the
case. Irrespective, announcing the exact nesting location (of any bird)
was terribly wrong whether or not the birds were frightened away. I
understand that the "Colorado Bird Report" is a great benefit for all
the "Listers", but in this case it went far beyond good reason.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION: Male: Crown olive-green. Forehead bright olive-
green. race with broad yellow stripe extending from the base of the bill
to and encircling the eye. Lores dusky. Iris white (not always easily
seen). Bill short and stocky and grayish. Nape and auricular area gray-
ish. Back olive-green with brighter olive-green on the rump and upper-
tail coverts. Uppertail grayish. Wings grayish-brown with two prominent
yellowish-white wing bars. Underparts throat whitish with sides and flanks
tinged with yellow and green and rest of underparts white. Female: Pati-
erned much the same as the male but when observed together the female

was noticeably duller.

VOCALIZATION: Despite all of the activity, we heard no calls or songs.
ELIMINATION OF SIMILARLY APPEARING SPECIES:

YELLOW-THROATED VIREO (Vireo flavifrons): Not really that similar. Has
bright yellow spectacles, but chin, throat and breast bright yellow. Rest
of underparts white. Rump is gray. Iris is dark,

SOLITARY VIREO (Vireo solitarius): Even less similar. The plumbeus race
is decidedly a grayer with broad, bold white spectacles. The cassinii and
solitarius races also have broad, bold white spectacles. All races have
dark irises.

BELL'S VIREO (Vireo bellii): Iacks prominent spectacles and has very
faint two wing bars. Crown is mostly grayish.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMITARLY APPEARING SPECIES:

WHITE-EYED VIREO: Observed many times in many places in the United States.
. In the Chicago, Illinois area during migration in the 1940's. On central
Iong Island, New York during the 1950's and early 1960's where it breeds.
In South Carolina during the 1950's, 1960's and 1970's. Also observed
during many visits to southern Texas in the 1970's amd 1980's. This was
my first sighting in Colorado.

YELLOW-THROATED VIREO: Seen during migration in the Chicago, Illinois
area during the 1940's, and on its breeding grounds on the lower peninsula
of Michigan (1940's) and central Minnesota (1970's) and in the Turtle
Mountains of North Dakota (1980's). Also seen on Long Island, New York
during migration in the 1950's and early 1960's as well as in Texas during
?ggi trips to that state. Have seen but four times in Colorado since

SOLITARY VIREO: V. s. plumbeus: Have seen hundreds of times in Colorado
during migration and on breeding grounds since 1964, V. s. cassinii:
seen perhaps 50 times in Colorado during migration (primarily during the
f2ll) since 1964. V. s. solitarius: Have seen many times in the eastern
half of the United States beginning in the early 1940's. Have never seen
this race in Colorado.
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BELL'S VIREO: Seen in southeastern Arizona when I lived there in the early
1960's and during many subsequent visits since (as recently as May of this
year). Observed in the San Diego area of Czlifornia in the late 1970's.
And seen regularly every year at various breeding sites in Colorado since

1964,
BOOKS, ILLUSTRATIONS AND ADVICE CONSULTED THAT INFLUENCED THIS REPORT:

Dr. Cooper and I exchanged verbal notes during the period of observation
as we watched the birds for about 45 minutes, agreeing on several key
points of field observation. No field guides were consulted.

THIS REPORT WAS WRITTEN FROM NOTES TAKEN IN THE FIEID AT THE TIME OF OB-
SERVATION AND AFTERWARDS.

OBSERVER MAKING THIS REPORT:
Jack Reddall - 4450 South Alton Street, Englewood, Colorado 80111-1205.
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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT

WHITE-EYED VIREQ
Vireo flayifrons

Location: Crow Valley Campground; Briggsdale; Weld County, Colorado

Date:  May 18, 1992

These two birds were discovered by Joe Himmel.
Setting:

| observed these birds in the company of Brandon Percival. We observed the birds with binoculars about 5 times between 11:00 a.m.
and 2:00 p.m. Most observations were short (less than 15 minutes) and relatively close up (25-100 feet). The birds were rather easy to
find as they came into view several times while we were scanning the trees and shrubs for migrants. They were silent except for one
song that | heard when we first arived. The birds were small, chunky and rather active. They gleaned insects from low in trees and
brush, rarely from weed stalks, and stayed around the southwest comer of the wooded area of Crow Valley Campground. | watched one
pick moths off foliage and eat them.

Des;n'nn'gn.

One bird was brighter, yellower and had a white ifis. This was presumably the male. The female was duller, less
yellow and had a pearly grey iris. The birds were small, about 6* long, and chunky. | will describe the male. The bill
was heavy for a small bird: short, stout and bluntly hooked, with a curved upper mandible. The bird's head and back
were grey above. The wing and tail were blackish. There were two strong white wingbars. The undersides were
white with yellow flanks barely connected by a narrow, faded yellow breastband. The throat was white. The bird had
broad yellow "spectacles” (eyering + lores). Crown and forehead were dark grey.

il Soatias:
Small size, rather active insect-gleaning habits, sturdy bill indicates vireo. Red-eyed, Philadelphia and Warbling vireos eliminated by lack

of wingbars. Gray, Hutton's and Bell's vireos lack strong yellow spectacles, white iris. Solitary Vireo lacks yellow in spectacles, white iris.
Yellow-throated Vireo has yellow chin and throat and lacks white iris.

| have seen all vireos mentioned in the section above.

This report is prepared from notes made during and after observation.

Matf oy

Mark Janos
10 Sedum Ct.
Pueblo, CO 81001
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SPECIES: WHITE £Y€D VIRED VIRED G RISEUS
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name)
DATE(S): S=18-72 TIME OF OBSERVATION: /2700 A.M. TO__/R!30 A7

Seai~ 7= 2.30 /.M, 3 ¢ A,

EXACT LOCATION: CRow/ wucfe)/ c AMP GRY YN D
NEAREST TOWN:__ ABR/GGL HACE COUNTY:_ WELD

OTHER OBSERVERS WHO INDEPENDENTLY IDENTIFIED THIS BIRD:
Joe  HimmelL ). A HAYES | QAVE CEATHERMAN AN (140 o 7#ér s

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: AAUSCH ¢ Lom4 &-36 cudrom  B/NOCULARS

WEATHER CONDITIONS: Cc€A& AMNA  SounNny
BIRD/SUN ORIENTATION: 4/%) Breeclby J# FRONT  Jual b[EEC 7Ly ovERKEH)

DISTANCE FROM BIRD AND HOW MEASURED: 28~ FELT RAPRIXI PR TED

NUMBER OF BIRDS SEEN: < SEX : rate € fenALE PLUMAGE : hReed ING

BEHAVIOR AND DEMEANOR: r4ey £KOKRARGE/ 7 HPovE A P HE Y ErLCE WEEYY ARER AT
wHE  AASE prE A GROUAR oF JONIPEEY  ANY HeSo /N THE cow R
BEAN CAELS o~  THE JUNMIPERS. THEY CRLLED  SEREAIL) z.}/ PE THE [LINTED

fRoM BUSH 0 BUIN ALy A/C PerMAIN /NG A TRE PRICISES T  SHRVBYERS

exCePT  FOR THE  10-a0 sécopdl P NAT  THEY  QRLERRED N FHE  cpleN

DeeAl AT YHE BSE oF  TAE  Junll RS

HEAD & NECK (forehead, crown, auricular & malar regions, median line, etc.):
NERD Medives GRRY rFPord  FORENERAL 70 NARL | yertow Specrhccel

droun) €¥ES dAard ro BASE OF Brl.

EYES & LORES (supercilium, eye-ring, eye-stripe, color, etc.):

cYeX  WHITE  wiTH BERCK.  Pubir ,  Jellow SPECDACLES w)TH A e yr/LE

=

b HITE  MIXER JN _, DARK c/NE BELIW SPECTHCLES  xoT— JERY A/IT/NCT

LOWER & UPPER MANDIBLES (color & shape): ALl coMf-H-’“(—af;/ BLAK

LEGS & FEET: ALPeARED 7o AE  LAEK

UPPERPARTS (nape, back, rump, uppertail coverts, etc.): pARE  MEYIvH G RA)

EXTENIING _onNTO  BACK: AAcK ANY AuMP  GRAY MiXed wp¥ 0LivE;
*RIL AN wiNgD Hi.ﬂCKIS/‘/}' ~wo  wNITISH  wvGg  BARL  anl LAY wING.

UNDERPARTS (chin, throat, belly, sides, flanks, crissum, etc.) s ZHLLAT

wN/IrE  ARMNG TU L) T GRAY ON LLEAST , LOowE R gjc;c}/ g uwz;e?_m(
o vVERIT wN N o SLIGHT  VELlowlLH Cico®k PO g /&S
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=TRICES (inner, middle & outer tail feathers; color, pattern, shape, etc.):
AIL  Lo0KRD UNIKo EMLY Ae eIy . ToMe WHRAT LONE
/ o

wetRE  JLACL

INGS (color, length, shape, bars, coverts, etc.): w4 L

Jird Two  WHINMSH WG A ael |

OCALIZATION (call/song, method of delivery, i.e., from perch, in flight):

yz2 Y CHATTERING CASTING R 3~4 ni7Ed
/

L

~ sy 20 - g L
SpKRES gy LBR VS

ABITAT: JH/CK Bfufﬂf)/ ReeA ,  JunrrERS L DEAD

Fown P W RoUAD
"I IMINATION OF SIMILARLY APPEARING SPECIES:
CLLO U/ ClReCTACLES Rutt oul ALl WARPLERS £ ACELT MALL CANADA.

W ALE  cANADA W RRBLLR ALMIITT ENTIRLLY ELLbw UNDERNEARTY w Tl BLACE
JECK LACE . AN VER YARK ol T0f i

HITE  £YED Avr ovl ALl yikeol fevl wHIlE YnDERNEATH
SuT ALACK CARRED  AND ELASIERN FoRM O£ gumﬁ/ JIRED . A Ak
RAAEA  viREO HHS grs’wmny NDARKER _HEARD wirl ameae, wHire SPecTAcLéSL
cASTERN QKM ofF Snu?ﬂf@?/ VIEED  HAS 4 REATER CconNTRALT ETweE N
JEAD ANA  AACK  AND  CPRCTACLES AKE wNIT/ISH .

|

Pveél  gur AL

PRIOR EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILARLY APPEARING SPECIES:
T HNAvL TEe N CeupPARC  wHhITE EYEN VIRLp S Inf TERNS | TENMESEE

ANN  NORTH cArRoL/MNA. T HE cALlS wERE WHAT oA/C/MNALLY  CAUGHT
[?/ ATTEN P10 2LeAvSL T couLd  TELL  THAT 1“7:@‘;_/__?_1_{,,(/95 U)EEO = LIFE
o _NOT— Onl€S  THAT I HEN  PREvIIVSLY  NEARE /A 1ol R0,

BOOKS, ILLUSTRATIONS AND ADVICE CONSULTED THAT INFLUENCED THIS REPORT:
IAubdéam' rMASTER SERIES qusitd  ro SIRNC o NIRTH _Ar1ERICA
NAMONAL GeoSRAPNIC Soci€ry fc/eLd GUIBE TO > WE__fyRdS 0F WoRTH AMERICS

THIS REPORT WRITTEN FROM NOTES MADE DURING_Q_{AFT::.R ’_OBSERVATION;__FROM MEMORY
NAME: Joe Murr9s€4  SIGNATURE: — Lol fwswsiin DATE: 6-24-~92
/




