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Sc-aniess  SHORT-BILLED MARSH WREN Cistothorus platensis

(Vernacular Name) : ~ (Scientific Name-use binondal)
Date(s): November 9, 197k Time Bird Seem':_3:30 PM to L PM
Locality:  Along Banlder Qreek near Commerce Street T—
Nezrest Town:__ Bouldar County:._SBoulder

Other observers who independently idemtified this bird: :
NAME ADDRESS TELEFPHONE

Optical Equioment: 7 X 50 binoculars
If photographed, type of equirment used:
Light Conditions:__gup behind clouds and not shining on the bird
Distance from bird (how mrasured): A minimum estimated 3 feet
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Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor:
The bird generally stayed in the low, dense vegetation, never venturing more than
3 feet off the ground. Most of the time it stayed hidden, calling occasionally,
but responded to squeaking by the observers, ccming briefly into the open. Despite
its preference for staying in cover, the bird was nct really shy. The bird never
flew, but when pressed too closely, it ran along the ground under the vegetation,

Describe in great detail the bird's size, overall shepe, plumage and color-pattern,
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give paticular emphasis to The marks
vou used to identify the bird, Reference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the £ield:
The bird was quite small, with a plump body, vely short tail that was generally
cocked and with a short, thin, sharply-pointed bill. The crown and nape were oprown
with short white streaks, The back was brown(scmewhat darker in the center than
on the scapulars)with white streaks, which were larger and somehwat more conspicuous
than those on the crown. The rump and uppertail coverts were brown, lacking white
streaks. The upperside of the tail was reddish-brown with black barring. The wings
were brown with black barring., The tnroat and preast were white, with an inconspicuous
buffy breastband, The flanks, sides, belly and undertail coverts were buffy, becoming
especially buffy toward the tail. The tace and auricular area was buffy-white with
obscure brownish streeks. There was a fairly inconspicuous puffy-white superciliary
line, Eyes black. Leg color not noted,
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Describe the bird's song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e., from
perch, in flight, etc:
The pird regular’y gave a sharp, somewhat metallic 'chack' note, given while the
ird was in the vegetation, usually, but not always, given in response to
squeaking by the observers,

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird:
The bird was observed in a patch of grass, small shrubs and weeds between a railroad
track and a large, moist grassy meadow.

How were similarly appearing species eliminated?
The Long-billed Marsh Wren was eliminated becuase of the sireaked, not solid, cap,
the s4#rpe lack of a strong superciliary line, strongly buffy underparts and less
white streeking on the back, and hacitat(not cattail marsh).

Prior experiemce with this and similarly appearing species: -
I have observed the Short-billed Marsh Wren once before, a sining male cbserved
at close range(about 15-20 feet)at Latham Reservoir in Weld Co. on May 25 and 30,1969,
1 have observed the Long-billed Marsh Wren on numerous occasions in Colorado.

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?
The Peterson and Roboins tield guides were consulted during and after the observation.

This report was written fron notes made during after X observation; from memory
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