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Species:
Worm-eating Warbler Helmitheros vermovorus
Dates: 5/3/98
Number of birds seen: one
Sex: ?
Plumage: alternate
Locality: Lamar Community College woods
Elevation: about 4000 feet I think
Nearest town: Lamar

County: Prowers

Time observed: not noted

Duration of observation: not noted

Other observers with you: Ric Olson, Bob Spencer, others I can't recall

Other observers who saw the bird independently:

Light conditions: not noted

Optical equipment: Leica 10x42 Ultras; photo taken with Canon A2E using Sigma
400 APO MACRO lens

Distance from bird: as close as 15 feet

Describe the bird's behavior: it was on the ground a lot. sometimes was up to
to 20 feet high in trees.

Describe the bird (what you actually saw):

wings: not noted

back: solid olive or olive-green

head: 2 crown stripes, 2 eye stripes - buffy in between. spike shaped bill
underparts: warm buffy breast, legs pink

tail: same color as back

Describe the bird's song and call if heard: not noted

Describe the habitat in which you observed the bird: somewhat open evergreen
woods near a small creek

How did you eliminate similarly appearing species:

Swainson's Warbler: eliminated by buffy underparts, dark crown stripes and eye
stripes

What is you prior experience with this and similarly appearing species: Perhaps
a dozen Worm-eating Warblers, no Swaison's Warblers.

List books if they helped in your identification: Birds of North America (NGS)
This report was written from notes taken during _x_, or after observation

__ or from memory_ . I used a microcassette recorder to record my
observations while I was observing the bird. I transcribed the tape to written
notes within a day or two of observation and wrote this from the written notes
on 10/25/98.

Reporting observer:

David W. Quesenberry g} \ \J (3 wjﬁ/ )
Signature: ) ity Ay W2y
Address:

6254 s. Elmira Cir
Englewood, CO 80111
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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT

WORM-EATING WARBLER
Helmit ,

Location: Lamar Community College grove/Willow Creek; Lamar; Prowers County, Colorado

Date:  May 89, 1998

Background:

This bird was previously discovered during the C.F.O. convention and was seen by many on this day and the next, including Percival,
Dickson, Olson, Quesenberry, Dunn and others. The area is a rather dense tangle of trees along a sheltered slough. On the 8th we
found it about 8:40 a.m. and observed it for about 15 minutes; on the Sth for about 15 minutes at 8:15 a.m. It foraged about 5-20 feet
high in the trees. It was somewhat vireo-like, probing leaves and sometimes acted like a nuthatch or chickades, creeping or hanging
sideways. | observed it with binoculars (B & L Elites, 10x42) at close range (20" - 50').

Description:

This bird was about 5" long. It was overall dull, brownish, with dark eyes, darkish bill and pinkish legs. This was a plain-colored,
medium-sized warbler (about 5" long). Overall it was rather dingy, compact, plain, short-tailed and big-billed. It had a prominent mainly
dark bill, that was large for a warbler, chisel-like and shamp. The upperparts (back, wings, rump and tail) were a plain, faint olive-brown.
The undersides were lighter - plain tan. There were no wingbars. The face and throat were richly buff colored and lighter than the
upperparts. There were dark lateral crown stripes and a dark superciliary. The crown stripes were separated by a buff central crown
stripe and there was a buffy-colored superciliary.

The slender shape and long, slender, pointed bill rule out sparrows. Vireos have heavy, slightly hooked bills. Warbling Vireo is chunkier,
and lacks the head stripes. Philadelphia Vireo has yellow tones totally lacking in this bird and lacks the black head stripes. Tennessee
Warbler is a smaller bird, has whiter underparts, a gray crown and lacks the head stripes. Orange-crowned Warbler lacks the crown
stripes and is yellower below. Virginia's and Nashville warblers have yeilow breasts and lack the head stripes. Female Black-throated
Blue Warbler shows a whitish spot in the wing and lacks the crown stripes. Swainson's Warbler lacks the strong buff tones to the
foreparts, has a vaguely rufous cap and possess a dark brown, not black, eyestripe.

T

| have seen Worm-eating Warblers four times before in Colorado. | have seen others, including many during spring migration on the
Texas coast. | have seen all other similar birds discussed above.

This report is prepared from notes made soon after observation.

%ﬁdﬂ«a\’,l/aw:

Mark Janos
10 Sedum Ct.
Pueblo, CO 81001
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