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Eastern Wood-Pewee
Sawhill Ponds, Boulder Co., CO.

30-31 July 1998 v IDEOTAPL

v el §-20 54
I was birding and swatting mosquitos at the west end of the Sawhill Ponds area on the morning
of the 30th, when I heard what I thought could be an Eastern Wood-Pewee calling from a
nearby patch of cottonwoods. As I worked my way towards it, it continued to call constantly,
making it very easy to locate. I found it perched on dead branches at the edge of the small
grove of cottonwoods, and watched as it flew into the grove. I relocated it in the grove, and
took further notes. Observation conditions were excellent, other than the continuous
distraction of mosquitoes attacking my lack of repellent. The morning was calm, clear and
warm, and I was able to approach within 30m of the bird on several occasions. I used B&L
Elite 10x42 binoculars. I took the following details as I watched the bird from 0835 to 0900,
and did not examine any books until later that day.

Heard a clear, whistled call given repeatedly. Pattern was several three syllable calls,
followed by a single two syllable call. Three syllable call was : Pee-u-wee with the
second syllable descending slightly and the third ascending sharply. The two syllable
call was: Pee-u, with the second descending fairly strongly. Bird called 5-7/minute,
essentially continuous for the 25 minutes I observed it. It never uttered any other notes
while I observed it. Perches with an upright posture on exposed limbs in the
cottonwood grove, and sallies frequently after insects. Not observed to interact with
any other birds. Has a broad based beak. Color of the lower mandible is orange, with
a small dark tip. Lower mandible can be seen best from directly underneath when the
bird opened its beak to sing, side views do not present color as well. Underpart
coloration consists of off-white throat, grayish wash on sides of breast and onto flanks
blending into whitish center of breast, whitish center grades into yellowish wash on
most of belly, grading into dingy whitish undertail coverts. Upperparts are primarily
brownish-green, with no eye ring, fairly bright wing bars and duller edging on tertials,
wings and tail are darker than rest, back and nape have a more greenish cast than rump.
Dark eye. Head shows a bushy appearance on the rear crown. Legs dark. Body size
and shape are consistent with wood-pewee, but no direct comparisons with any other
birds.

Returned the following morning (31 July) with a Canon camcorder and got video tapes of the
bird. It was singing consistently from 0700-0715 in the same cottonwood grove. Video tapes
are submitted with this report.
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