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APPENDIX 111

COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS ~ SIGHT RECORD FORM

e
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Please print or type. nttach photographs and afditional panes if necessary
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Specles: [V,etrnta]mw 7—5'('?1;3;1“ ic Mame

Date(s): September 10, 1994

Number of birds seen: ! Sex: ? Plumage:Non-breeding adult
Latilong: 28 Distribution Code: AcC. Habitat Code: VL S Y
Locality: Horse Creek _ = Flevation: $¢ o S -
Nearest town: Walsh, Colorado __ County: Baca County

Time(s) observed: 4:00 p.m.

Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): 2 1/2 minutes

Other observers who saw the bird with you {give names, addresses, telephone
numbers):

Other observers who saw the bird independently (give names, addresses,
telephone numbers):

See agtached.

Light conditions (position of bird to light and shade, directiom and strength
f light): : i
of light) Clear day, no wind, no note of temperature. Sun coming through

trees to the west of the pool, bird standiqbin shaded area on edge of
poot—ftev—off-in—suntight= : - =

Dptical equipment used (e.q. power, types): Binoculars, Pentax 10X50's

Distance and how measured: j5 yards

Estimated

If photographed, type of equipment and film:

Who else photographed the bird: _

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits wused in
identifying):The bird was standing very still at the edge of the pool.
During my observation, it did not mova except to fly away. When it flew
the neck was folded back to shoulders and the legs extended beyond the
tail-TH® wWing beats were strong and regular. The bird flew west
Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color
pattern, Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. G}ve particular
emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird. Reference to its resgmbLAnce

to field guide descriptions and illustrations is not enough. Cescribe only

what you actually observed in the fieldThere is normally a Great Blue Heron in

the bridge area which I see on my way to the farm,
when passing.

. I alway look for it
This day I noticed a much smaller-heren,-maybe—the—size

of a Cattle Egret or slightly larger, but certainly not a Great Blue.

The bird had long dark legs. 2 long-neck-—and slepder—biti—I—motal the
over-all coleor was a heautiful deep blue-gray.

I did not see any light
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Description (continued): color on the bird. 1Its bill was dark, with

a darker tip, the legs were a biuish green, Etending more toWITd—
blue. There were no breeding plumes. I noted the head and neck
were a slightly different color, more toward purple PIue-purple.

1t flew before T could make good note of the eye color. 1Tt was a
lovely color, and probably the most noticable ERing of FiFET
impression T had was it was uniformly colored with no light colors.
The head an neck colors were a LiEEle diTTersnt BUE MOTMMUICh——
Ugscri?e the bird's song and call, if uiven, including method of delivery,
(i.e. from perch, in flight, duration):
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Descrihe the general and specific habitat in which you ohserved the hird:

A small spring-fed pool about 75 feet long and 45 feet wide, containine
perch, fropags. minnows and other aguatic life The pool is surrounded B
by cattails and rushes. It is fairly clean and five TEst dsep 1about ) H
at its deepest point. It is a favorite spot for Great Blue Herons,
Mar€éh Wrens, Red-winged Blackbirds, and an OCCASioRal MATISEd -
How did vou eliminate similarly appearing speries? It

was too small for a Great B
Blue Heron and did not have the light-colored bill of a Reddish Egret

or—its Reddish head.. 1t did not have the white underside of a Creat
Blue or Louisiana.

I

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing speciss?

My experience with this bird is nil, as this was the first time I had
seen one. My experience with other species that would be similar

would be only from my field guides, with the exception of the Great i
Blue Heron which is not similar, but is the bird I Was expecting to scel
List books, jllustration, recordings, other birders, etc. comsulted and ha the |
this influenced your identification: pool . !

a) At time of observation: National Geographic Field Guide.

b) After observatipn:
to Birding.

This report was written from ywa&iesﬁuup during % x after i
. [P . ; (e “ et X2 L) el
observation e , from memory " % I—

Encyclopedia of North American Birds, Master Cuide

Date and time report was written: September 30, 1994

Reporting abserver: Janeal W. Thompson

SignaturelgZe s/ T idba in e
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Address: _ 325 Ohio Street Walsh, Coloradog

All reports will be maintained permanently at Lhe address helaw:
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Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL MISTORY
CITY PARK
DENVER, CO 80205 Janesi W. Thompson
325 Ohio Street
P. O. Box 487
Walsh, CO 81090-0487



