COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT

LITTLE BLUE HERON
Egretta caerulea

Location: Lake Holbrook, near Rocky Ford; Otero County, Colorade

Date:  May 8, 1845
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This bird was found by Brandon Percival about 2 week before. | was driving by Lake Holbrock about 5:35 p.m. and found the Litte Blue
Heron in the southwest comer of the lake. It was heavily overcast. The bird was perched on a small branch sticking out of a flooded
meadow nnged by small cottonwoods. | stopped and set up my scope (Kowa TSN4 20-60x) in the car and cbserved the bird at about 50
yards distance for 2bout 10 minutes. Brandon was folliowing me in his car and also stopped and cbserved this bird. | got out of my car
and flushed the bird. It flew a short distance dirsctly away from me, just over the water and landed in the water.

The bird was a first year immature. It was about 20" tall. !t was about the size of a nearby adult Snowy Egret. At first glance in the
binoculars it was a small, dingy white heron. Although primarily while, | could see that in the scops it had a number of grey-bius
smudges, especially on the back. The secondaries were mixed, white or blue grey. The bird had white head plumes. The faciai skin
was grey. The iris was pale yellow. The legs and fest were greyish green. The bill was long and straight, fairly pointed. It was deeper
and less acute the Snowy Egret and was distinctly two-toned in color, grey at the base and black at the tip. The bill was piainly larger
than that of the Snowy Egret in direct comparison.
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The long legs, long slendsr neck, and medium, sharm bill indicate a heron. The Great Biue Heron is much largsr with other colors (black,
white and grey) in its plumage. Night-Herons are much stockier and shorter-necked with black on the head and/or back. No other heron
has a “calico’ plumage with interspersed white and grey feathers. The small body size, straight two-toned bill, and grey-green legs rule
out any other than Litlls Blue.

Exparience with Species:

| have experience with ali North American hercns and egrets incluaing Reddish Egret, Tricolered Heron and Litle Blue Herens {including
birds in this plumage).

This report is prepared from notes made during and after cbservation,

Mark Janos

10 Sedum Ct. -%’( 2 {
Pueblo, CO 81001 (’/D“"“"T
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KOWA TSN-4 Spotting Scope.

Distance $rom bird: 202 to 180 yards.
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