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Eastern Towhee (Pipilo erythrophthalmus)

Description: Head-Black; Eyes-Red; Throat-black; Black above with rusty-red sides and
buffy-orange undertail coverts; Back- slight white streaking; Belly-white; Tail with white
corners

Typical Towhee behavior...scratching in leaf litter, scurrying under cover. The range of
the bird, as I observed it, was approximately .10 of a mile. It fed on the ground at two
documented homes that both had rocky terrain and juniper shrubs.

My first observation was in late January. Since I was not aware that an Eastern Towhee
was a possibility in our area, I dismissed the sighting as a Spotted Towhee. After a
casual discussion with Gary Matthews who stated that there was a possible Eastern
Towhee sighting in Colorado, I decided to check the field guides. Since I could not
remember any spots on the wings of the bird, I decided to verify or dispel my intuition. I
mentioned the possible sighting to my birding friends, but they dismissed the possibility
at that time. I observed the bird briefly again in late February and was almost positive at
that point, but was not going to leave myself open to “she’s off her rocker.”

In early March, I was able to positively confirm my sighting, as I observed the towhee
preening and scratching in the willows from approximately 3-4 feet. I carefully noted the
identification marks...no spots on the wings or back, triangular white patch on the edge
of the primaries, etc. At that time, I requested confirmation from our Estes Park Bird
Club birders who are noted in the report.

I had various sightings of the towhee in March—it even flew across Fish Creek as I was
driving by.

I did not hear the towhee sing until early March. Scott Rashid and I heard the bird singing
at approximately 7 AM at the corner of Fish Creek and Sanborn Dr. The towhee flew into
the juniper shrubs and Scott took the enclosed photos, as it was foraging.

A neighbor stated that the Towhee had been feeding regularly at her feeder most of the
winter. The last report to me was that the towhee was still present on March 17.
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