FILLI. NUMBER N-52-43

BLUE-WINGED WARBLER----Vermivora pinus

The CFO Official Records Committee has completed its reviaw of a new

species reported from the state, the Blue-winged Warbler. Based upon

the dccumentation presented to support this Sight Report, the Committee

has ruled to accept this species and approve its inclusion on the Official
State List of the Birds of Colorado. Three observers are credited with
meking this observation, recording the occurrence and supplying details to
the Committee. On May 9, 1970, Mr. Willis C. Royall, Jr. of Lakewocod and
Mr. C. Edward Knittle of Arvada observed one adult Blue-winged Warbler along
the north bank of the South Platte River near the Kassler Water Works at
Waterton, Jefferson County. Mr. Knittle first observed the bird about

8:00 A.M. He notified Mr. Royall who independently found and observad
apparently the same bird about 11:00 A.M. On the following day, May 10,

Mr. Hugh Kingery of Denver successfully locatad this bird at the same site
at approximately 5:00 A.M. All three observers submitted written reports of
their sightings. i#r. Knittle reported (in part):

"Small size, about size of Virginia's Warbler or Farula. The
characterist.cs that immediately caught my eye were the black
beak, black <ye-line and sclid yellow chest and undersides.
Wings were bluish with wing-bars. Flitted among low bushes
along the river bank. The bird was silent."

Mr. Royall stated (in part):

"I spotted the bird so close to me that binoculars were almost a
hindrance. It remained in the open and I had an unobstructed view
for only a few seconds, but there was no doubt whatever. The narrow
black eye-line and the white wing-bars were quite distinct along with
the generally bright yellow head and underparts. It was actively
foraging among the thickets and vines along the river bottom. The
bird was silent."

Mr. Royall further stated that he was very familiar with this species from
Connecticut where he found them nesting.

Mr. Kingery reported (in part):

"I walked to the place where it had been, about one-quarter of a
mile below the bridge at Waterton, walked through the viny grove
of box elder, grape and cottonwood and heard the bird singing--

a scng I had not heard before. About ten feet away I cbserved a
perfectly marked male of gold and blue markings. It sang for some
time and was not particularly bashful."
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Chairman's Comment: Undoubtedly it was only a matter of time until a
well documented report was received to support a
sighting of a Blue-winged Warbler. The Committee
iz currently reviewing two additional =eports of
sightings of this species made subsequent to the
May 9 and 10, 1970 occurrence. Results of these
investigations will be published when the Committee
has concluded its review.

e

. CHAIRMAN
July 30, 1974 CFO Official Records Committee
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WINGED WARBLER ‘ Vermivora vpinus 2+ Mumber: one

1, Soecies;BLUE- .
(Vernacular liame) (Scientific Name)

3¢ Location: _Witerton, Jefferson County Colorado

Lo Date{s):__  @azxahmx Mav 10, 1970 Time bird seen: 56:.0 a.m. to
° .

é. Description of size, shape and color-pattern, (Describe in great detail 211 parts
¢ the plumage including beak and feet coloration in acdition to the diaznostic
characteristics; however, include only what actnally was seen in the field):

| have little recollection ¢f the field marks, ard lack notes. The bird had been seen

the day before on the Spring Countx, by several people. | walked to the place where it
had teen, about 1/4 mile below the bridge at Waterton, walked through the viny grove
of box elder, grape, and cottonwocod, and heard the bird o singing, a sonag | had not

heard before., About 10 feet away, the perfectly marked male had therequisite gold,and
Bkuaxzard blue markings. It sang for some time, and was not particularly &dbashful.
However, Bill Brockne:r came down an hour or two later and could not find the bird.

Te Description of voice, if heard: 1 1 S ey
’ Don't recall; it did zing some.

8, Description of behavior: Sang from perch in top of low bush=-about 3-5 feet above

the cround.
9. Eebitate-general: Cottownwood river bottom
specifics Tangly grove of box elder, w 1d plum, wild grape, & cottonwood

10, Similarly appearing species which zre eliminated 6, 7 and 8 above; Explain:

11, Distance (how measured?j: 10 feet by memory
12, Optical equipment: 7/35 binoc.
13, Licht (sky, lizht on bird, position of sun in relation +o bird and observer):
good early morninc licht or open shade
1, Previous experience with thi species and similarly appearing species:
| 've never seen itgkwghﬁpcr since,
15, Wrat mzde you thirk this speties was unusual or pare?
Above
16, Other observers:
Previous day, Jack Welch, et al.
7. Did others agree with your identification?
yes

18, Other cbservers who independently identified this bird:

,
12, Boc's, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influencs this docu-

merntation: No books consulted, as you can see.

?C, If bird was photographed, please attach pictures and deseribe ecuipment used:
I took picutpes, but my equipment was inadequate the pictures awful {and thrown away) .
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Or2 striking thing about the observation: part of the time this striking yel]®w and
blue warbler sang from a perch in a wild plum tree which was in full blossom.



