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Location: Ft. Collins along the Poudre River; Larimer County, Colorado

Date:  May 20-21, 1899

This bird was found by others, prior to this date and was seen by others after these dates. | am not sure of the inclusive dates. It was
seen by many birders, including about 20 on the moming of the 21st (CFO field trip). On the 20th | saw it alone at 1:00 - 1:10 p.m. and
with Brandon Percival about 5:00 p.m. The bird was very secretive, staying in a heavy shrub along an irrigation canal. If patient, the bird
would sometimes hop into clear view. We observed it with binoculars at about 20-50 feet distance. It sang a clear, ringing, “flute-y"
song, sometimes giving the song very softly, other times singing it so loudly that it could be clearly heard at quite a distance. It also gave
a dry "churr’ note. We saw it in bright sunlight.

The bird was an adult in breeding plumage. It was a large thrush, about 8-8" long, nearly the size of an American Robin. It had an
upright posture and long bright pink feet and legs that it perched up high on. It was a plump, quite short-tailed bird and gave a rounded
"chesty” appearance. The bill was medium-large, stout, straight, blunt, and gray with a pinkish-yellow lower mandible. The entire
uppersides were an even, unmarked reddish-brown, brightest and orangest on the nape, back and wings and dullest, almost gray-brown,
on the rump and tail. It lacked wingbars. The undersides were pure white with extensive, heavy blackish spotting on the chest and lower
breast. There was a white eyering and pale lores. The face was mottled blackish. The eye was black.
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Only the other Catharus thrushes are at all similar. All are smaller and slimmer. The eastem Veery is less bright cinnamon above, lacks
the eyering and black face and has very light breast spotting. The Hermit Thrush is redder at the rear end, not the front end, lacks the
heavy black spots and black face. Swainson's and Gray-cheeked thrushes are much grayer, lack the strong eyering, black face and

heavy black breast spotting.. The Brown Thrasher is longer, slimmer with a long, not short, tail, has white wingbars and a curved, not
straight, bill.

| have seen Wood Thrushes in Texas, two in Colorado.

This report is prepared from notes made during and after observation.

Mark Janos

10 Sedum Ct WpdeA s
Pueblo, CO 81001



