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YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER
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Location: Lamar Cemetery; Prowers County; Lamar, Colorado
Date:  May 2-7, 1999

This bird was originally found by Brandon Percival.

Setting:

This bird was seen by scores of Colorado birders, most notably much of a CFO field trip in early May. It was present, though hard to find,
in the cemetery at Lamar. It was seen at various times, and under different conditions. | observed it on May 7th. The bird was fairly
slow-moving and could be hard to find. It sometimes gleaned in the open and once we observed it perched on a phone wire {!). It bark-
gleaned, creeper-like, or moved out onto small limbs like a nuthatch. It stayed mainly in the uppemarts of larger deciduous trees as well
as large pines. | watched the bird at distances of 25-75 feet with B&L Elite 10x40 binoculars

Description;

It was a medium-small warbler, about 4-5" long. It was quite a striking warbler, pattemed in white, black, gray, and yellow. It had a
medium-sized to large bill, for a warbler, but it was long, thin and pointed. The bird's underparts were white. The flanks were extensively
streaked with distinct black spots. The chin, throat and upper breast were a deep, clear yellow. The rest of the underparts were white.
The upperparts were plain, dark gray. The wings were sooty gray with two large, distinct, white wingbars. The bird's face showed a
complicated pattem, consisting of a black face patch, bordered by a white superciliary and lores above, and a white nape patch behind.

The small size, slender pointed bill, white wingbars and active tree-top habits identify the bird as a warbler. Grace's is most similar but
lacks the black face patch, the white nape spot and has yellow, not white, lores and superciliary. Blackbumian has yellow or orange face,
streaked back and yellower undersides. Cape May lacks the black face patch, the white superciliary, and the clear yellow throat.
Magnolia has a yellow belly and lacks the white nape spot. Townsend's lacks the white superciliary, the white nape spot and has black
streaks on the breast.

Experience with Species:

| have seen all similar warblers with which this bird might be confused. | have seen Grace's Warbler in Colorado and elsewhere on
several occasions, including in the spring of 1991. | have seen several previous Yellow-throated Warblers (three in Colorado), including
several in Texas in March 1994,

This report is prepared from notes made during and after observation.

Mark Janos
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