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Species: Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris)

Date: 30 April 1999

Number of birds seen: 1

Sex: Male

Plumage: Adult

Locality: Willow Creek, behind Lamar Community College

Elevation: 2625

Nearest town: Lamar, CO

County: Prowers

Time observed: Once briefly at 1050, then again at 11135 hrs.

Duration of observation: A total of 2-3 minutes during several observations.

Other observers with you: Brandon Percival

Other observers who saw the bird independently: The following day (1 May), several others includ-
ing Mark Janos refound the male Ruby-throated Hummingbird at the Lamar CC grove.

Light conditions: Overcast skies, intermittent rain. During the day and evening prior to this observa-
tion, there were strong winds from the southeast.

Optical equipment: Leica 10X42

Distance from bird: 4-5 meters

Description of the bird’s behavior: The bird was very active and was observed foraging in the Rus-
sian olive trees. Although the bird flew from the initial point of observation, he returned to the same
general area several times and perched twice in almost the exact same spot. At each observation, the
hummingbird was at or just above eye level either perched, hovering or foraging. The bird appeared to
be somewhat nervous and quickly moved around to different locations.

Description of the bird: At 1050, I observed a bird hovering amongst the branches of a Russian olive
tree at eye level for 3-4 seconds before the bird flew up and over my right shoulder and out of sight.
During this time I was able to see a green hummingbird and a quick flash of red during flight. Brandon
was birding nearby and I brought to his attention that I had just seen a hummingbird with red but that it
was too brief a look to positively identify to species. We searched the area intensively for several min-
utes before expanding our search to cover a broader arca. We returned to the same spot and at 1115 the
bird reappeared and perched on a branch just above eye level and I obtained clear frontal views at very
close range (4 meters). What I observed was a hummingbird with a green head and greenish sides, and a
bright red gorget contrasting with white upperparts below and a black chin above. The bird moved its
head from side to side and I concentrated on the presence of the black chin which would eliminate it
from all other hummingbirds except those of the genus Archilochus. 1knew that separating it from
Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorus platycercus) was most important and that the presence of a red
throat, not blue/violet, would eliminate Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexanndri). During
these observations of the perched bird, the tail was concealed from view by vegetation and I was not
able to identify any characteristics such as tail shape or color. After about a minute, the bird flew up and
over a group of dense Russian olive trees 6 meters to the west. B. Percival then circled around to the
opposite side while I remained at the location of the initial observation. Percival located the bird and ob-
served the red gorget, black chin and forked tail. After another minute had passed, the bird flew away




and out of view. We discussed the characteristics of the bird we had seen for several minutes and con-
cluded that the bird we had found was indeed an adult male Ruby-throated Hummingbird.
Description of the bird’s song and call: none
Description of the habitat in which the bird was observed: The grove behind Lamar CC is a short ri-
parian corridor that contains dense vegetation of shrubs and deciduous trees. Cottonwoods, willows and
Russian olive trees are present here and help to create a multilayered canopy. Willow creek flows
through the grove and provides moist, lush vegetation at ground level and the proliferation of shrubs.
For these reasons, and because of its location on the eastern plains, this area acts as an ideal stopover for
birds during migration and an attraction for lost and wandering birds.
Elimination of similarly appearing species: The two most likely occurring species in southeastern
Colorado and which pose (in my opinion) the biggest identification challenge with a Ruby-throated
Hummingbird (RTHU) are the Black-chinned (BCHU) and Broad-tailed (BTHU) Hummingbirds. An-
drews and Righter state that the BCHU is an uncommon summer visitor on the eastern plains and the
BTHU is a rare nonbreeding summer resident and migrant on the eastern plains (Colorado Birds, 1992).
Other possibilities may include Rufous (RUHU) and Calliope (CAHU) Hummingbirds which would
most likely occur during migration.

Solid, brightly colored throat feathers indicate a male hummingbird in most North American
species. The presence of a solid, brightly colored red gorget eliminates all North American female hum-
mingbirds except Plain-capped Starthroat which would be most unlikely and can be eliminated by a
much longer bill and a large white malar stripe bordering a red throat (sexes similar). Otherwise, sexing
is possible, and identification is made easier. I was able to immediately eliminate BCHU because the
gorget was red and not violet. The presence of the black chin just below the bill, which our bird pos-
sessed, is a characteristic only of hummingbirds in the genus Archilochus and I was therefore able to
eliminate RUHU, CAHU and BTHU using this fieldmark. CAHU is also smaller and has streaked, red
throat feathers that extend down on each side. RUHU has a rufous head and back not present on our
bird. The National Geographic Guide states that except during winter molt, all Selasphorus adult males’
wingbeats produce a loud whistle (Field Guide to the Birds of North America, 1999). I was able to ob-
serve our bird in flight at close range and heard no trill or whistle. This, in addition to the lack of a black
chin, eliminates male BTHU.

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing species: I am very familiar with BTHU as a
breeder in Colorado. I have observed them closely at feeders as well as in the mountains and foothills of
Colorado. I have also observed RTHU in its normal range in Texas. During summer 1997, I lived and
worked in southeast AZ and was able to closely observe many BCHU.

List books if they helped in your identification: National Geographic Guide to Birds of North
America and Pyle Identification of North American Passerines helped to confirm characteristics such as
the presence of a black chin in only Archilochus hummingbirds and trills produced during flight of Se-
lasphorus hummingbirds.

This report was written from notes taken during/after observation from memory: Written from
notes taken after observation and from memory on 15 May 1999.

Reporting observer: Peter Gaede

Signature: (Pm @]@&0

Address: 182 E. St. Vrain, Col. Springs, CO 80903 (719) 641-2944
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RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD 4 f-:(:‘ép( /),b
Archilodl b

Location; Lamar Community College grove = Willow Creek; Lamar; Prowers County; Colorado

Date:  May 1, 1999

This bird appeared approximately April 30 (I am unsure of inclusive dates) and was found by Brandon Percival and others. It appeared
during intense frontal rainstorms lasting about 3 days in southeastem Colorado, caused by an "Albuquerque low". The moming of May 1
was misty and had light rain, off and on. | observed the bird in the riparian area where it had been seen occasionally about 2 days. | saw
it two times in mid-moming, but both observations were very brief. | was looking directly at the bird the second time, and saw it perched
for about 15 seconds, and also in flight as it hovered directly facing me for about 10 seconds at about 20 feet distance (and at eye level).
| used B&L Elite 10x40 binoculars. | would have liked much longer views but the field marks seemed conclusive. | was fortunate in my
views to have a partial sideways view of the perched bird and a head-on view of the hovering bird. Not all observers were so lucky. A
number of CFO birders saw this bird that moming and the previous day.

Desciotion:

The bird was a male in breeding plumage. In flight the bird was essentially silent, lacking the loud metallic ring of breeding plumaged
male Broad-tailed Hummingbirds. | suspect it made some subtle flight noise but in the heat of the moment | was unable to hear any
sound from the wings at all. This was quite a small Archilochus hummingbird, about 3 1/2* long. It seemed comparable in size to a
Black-chinned. The bill was medium-long for a hummingbird and straight. The uppersides, crown and back of the bird were bright glossy
green. The undersides were mainly white. The flanks were a dirty grayish color. | did not see this feature well, and the flanks may have
had a green tint, but they did lack buffy or orange tones. | saw the tail shape well as it perched and then took off. It was all blackish,
lacked spots and was squared. | tried to tell if the tail was notched, but it appeared squared-off to me. The gorget was confined to the
chin, throat and lower sides to the face. The upper edge of the gorget was blackish, but the main part of the gorget was a bright red with
clear orangish tones. | was not expecting this orange undertone to the gorget but this was very distinct to me.

Siriker Soacies
Selasphorus hummingbirds have rounded tails with white outer tail feathers. Calliope lacks solid-colored gorget, the the others have
orange-based tail feathers. Broad-tailed Hummingbird has a loud metallic whistle in flight. Black-chinned is perhaps most similar, but
this bird had a clear, obvious reddish-orange, not blackish-purple, gorget

Exe i dadias:

| have seen all the Colorado hummingbirds, some many times, and have seen many Ruby-throated Hummingbirds in the east.

This report was prepared from notes made after observation.

Mark Janos

10 Sedum Ct.
Pueblo, CO 81001 W‘ '



