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COLORADO-FISLD ORNITHOLOSISTS File No.. 28-7h-1

YERTFYTNG DO cu.::z::rz W OF AN UITUSUAL RECO?D et 92%'%#

Ssecics . SNOWY OWL ' 'Nyctea scandiaca 2, Mhrioor: 1
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(Vernacular lisme) (Scisntific liame)

SW of Denver, Ken Caryl Rd. slightly east of intersection with Independence St.
on a fence post beside road (So. side)
Jan. 6, 1974

2:00 PM ST . 2:15 PM
(v{e)

5. Tize bird seen:

Description of sige, shane and color-pattern, (Dessribe in great detail all parts
of the plurizge including beak and fect coloration in addition to the diaznosti
characterisvics; however, include only what actually was seen in the field): Size of

medium sized Buteo Hawk, short tail, back and tail dark grey barred with white, head more

finely marked of same color; side view - pure white feathers of breast and legs fluttered
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in the wind. Largeeyes, black center, goldish outside. In flight, undersides all white
except edge of wings and a small dark spot midway down wings. Kound. M, 1o Lovu

Description of voice, if hea rd: None

Cescripiion of behavior: See reverse side.

Hobitate- “prural' Hilly (foothllls of mountains) , few trees or shrubs. Snmow cover.
soecific:Depression between hills, no trees in sight, a few shrubs 1/4 mi. distant

Similarly “uoea“lng spccies which are eliminated 6, 7 and 8 above; Explain:
Couldn't find a similar barred owl with a white breast.

Distance (how neasured?): 12-14 ft., estimated car widths. (on post nearly 10 min.)

Ontic cal equip:enﬁ: None for near sighting. 1In flight 7-35 binoculars.

Light (sky, li:ht on b;rJ 031uﬂoﬂ of sun in relation to bird and cbserver): Sunny, lst

loﬁixéon igg geﬁE sun, but at such close range, did not interfere. 1In flight
s sun.

Frevious e*"ae:*—u.em,o En Ty s sm,cwes and sinilarly appearing species: saw one in 1971--
Cherry Creek Res. Area, in a tree beside road, also in flight.
jhat nade you think this species was unusual. or rare? Discussion at DFO meetings and

on rare bird alert 1971.

Cthe serm s
r observers: Nona
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Did others agree with yo

Other observers wio independently identified this bird: 2757
__“’

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this docu-

mq?*°°1°ﬁ "Birds of North America'. Although immature snowy owl not pictured,

described as darker than mature and comes further south. Only other owl described as
whitish underneath was barn owl which has a different shaped face, not barred and nocturn
If bird as phobtographed, please attach pichures and descrive equipment used:

ﬂ‘wﬂ% 77” f\,w.,J . Streedt Adtrosss 1601 South Sherman St. e
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e Prepared;_Jan. 13, 19?4 . City 2rd State: Denver, CO_ 80210 L
(USE, THE RaVERSE, OR ADDITIONAL PACES, I WBCIS3ARY)
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8. Perched on a fence post turning its head in all directions, including up. Did not -
appear to be disturbed by my car close by.(I stopped on curve and very slowly
approached to opposite the bird in order to get out of the intersection)

Bird observed on post for nearly 10 min., then it circl&@d in short flights, fairly
low alighting on posts to the east. Finally alighting on a post opposite my car
on No. side of the road. Then took off SW out of sight over a knoll.




