DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD SIGHTING L_{_g - 0’ 3 "(
¢ » -
Species: long - billed Thrachaer 4E/‘
Date(s): Jan. 6, 1993: L2:00-1.:15 pom.: Jan. 7, 19930 9335-10:45 a.m.; 11L:30--49 a.m.;
Jan. 13, 1993: 10:4% a.m. Lo 17:45 p.m.; Jan. 27, 1993: 11:15 to 11:25 a.m.

Locality: Plum Creck, 3 wmiles upclbroan brom Delta, Challield State Park.

Latilong: Il Optical equipment Rinoculars; Nikon camera w/400 nm lens.
ilso, Camcorder pictures (nobt Fabulous but 0K).

Photographs: 1 lLook a roll and a half of pictures, and enclose 18 with this report.
Eight are for the permanent C.F.0. records collection; please return the other ten. A
description of them accompanies this report. You may visit my home to look at the video
pictures, which probably do not add a whole lot to the still photographs.

Description from notes made at the time of observation, and transcribed Jan. 6, 13, 14,
and 15, 1993.

Prior experience: I've seen lots of Brown Thrashers but I've never looked at one so
closely. Long-billed Thrasher I saw in 1967 in Texas, but I don't remember anything
about it. This bird's gray face, like a Fox Sparrow, led me to take field notes.

Number of birds seen: One Sex: Unknown Plumage: Adult
Light conditions: Jan. 6: Excellent, sunny with sun behind our backs.

Distance from bird, how measured: First, best observation, 25 vards; later, 10-20 feet
but lurking in thickels with cccasional glimpses of various parts.

Weather at time of observation: Clear. cold -~ temperature aboul 35 degrees.
snow covered the ground-—about 4 inches at most. On Lhe south side of some trees,
including the one where we first saw the bird, bare ground showed.

Prior weather & number of days since change: Cold for two months; light snow fell (1-2
inches) on Jan. 4, two days before we saw the bird.

Habitat: Cottonwood riparian and wild plum/skunkbush (#fws Crilebstea) thickets. It
showed a feeding preference for areas of bare ground covered with leaf litter on the
south side of trees and inside the plum and skunkbush thickets.

Behavior of bird: UWhen Urling Tiral caw the bird, it was feeding on the bare ground on
the south side of a medium-sized coltonwood. It eventually flushed into a a wild plum
thicket, with bare ground within it: it continued to feed, within the thicket.

Almost the entire time we watched the bird fed actively, working through leaf
litter bare of snow cover.

Detailed description of bird:

Notes from January 6, 1993 observation:
URLING'S DESCRIPTION: ¥

Really big curved bill; long & curved, bisl 'bill as long as the head.

Really startling yellow-orange eye; brich

Heavy black streaks on very white breasi:.

Reddish back and tail. Grayish head.

Skulking in bush after we surrounded it; more in the open

Large bird compared to Sage Thrasher.

Relatively tame, i.e., did not flush even though we surrounded it within 10 feet.
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THUGH®S DESCRIPTLON:

Size of a Broun Thracher cohich we goanmed L to be).

Eyes Srighl orange-yellow with black pupil.

Head: Gray, with the gray coming bholow the eye. Behind Lhe eye-—about as far back
from the cye as the dictance from Lilll Lo eye —was a darker crescent-shaped vertical
mark.

Throat: White, with bhlack streaks, including one or two mustache maiks.

Relly and breast: Whitiah with «trong black atreaks almost. fo the tails 1 did not see
the under tail coverbo,

Wings and baclk: Ruaty, 1L hed one white wing bar, sorl ot a scalloped wing bar.
Tail: Nleo rusty, and long.

Bill: RBlack, slightly down curved, as long as Lhe head.

January 7, 1993
I took 4 others to see the bird. The observations were not as good because the thrasher
lurked in the thickets. I did look particularlay at the head, which I saw with the bird
facing me. My impression was of a gray crown with interspersed rusty feathers, but
still predominantly gray.

My impression this day also was that its rusty wings and back color was not as
bright as a Brown Thrasher's.

January 13, 1993
Urling and I observed the bird from 10:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. at distances of 10-5@
feet. Dorothy Horton was with us for half an hour of this time. The day was cloudy
bright, with occasional bursts of sunshine.
We found the bird working along both sides of the Highline Canal directly over
the hill from the site where we first found it. We observed it from every angle at Qi//g

fairly close range. I also took a roll and a half of pictures.

The wings and tail seemed worn. At one point when the bird was vigorously
poking into a crevice by a coltlonwood trunk, its tail was pushed at a 45 degree angle
to his left by the trunk of the tree. This bird feeds with remarkable vigor, tossing
leaves into the air 6 inches and behind it 6 inches. It stopped to swallow food only a
few times.

Notes on plumage:

Beak: Entirely black. Mot pale or lighter at the base. Decurved noticeably. Length
about as long as the head.

Head: Entire head gray, except see the discussion of the back.

Eye: Appeared quite orange in indirect (cloudy) light; appeared yellower when the
sun was brighter.

Throat: White.

Wings: A subdued rusty-brown color, akin to the tail of a Hermit Thrush. The wings
extend to the base of the tail, no further. The right side has one wing bar with white
scallops on most feathere, although ati one point the bird hid the wing bar entirely. On
the left side one wing bar had one scallop and a 2nd wing bar had scallops on two
feathers, not adjoining.

Tail: Same tusty-brown color as wings. T noticed one fealther on the outside, right
side which appeared almost straw-colored; it also was shorter than the rest of the tail
by about an inch.

Back: Essentially the same color as the wings and tail. No contrast between tail and
back, although when feeding (most of the time) the wings meet and cover the lower back
and rump. The upper back color diffused imperceptibly into the gray of the face. ‘Along
the top of the head, rusty-brown feathers blended with gray, so that the crown had a
tinge of rust-brown about as big as the cap on a catbird; however no discernible
demarcation separates the gray from the rust-brown. On the neck the gray seemed to
extend almost across the nape, but not quite. The rust-brown color was narrower over
the back of the neck.



in comparisen with the rust-brown wings or with the white breast.

Breast: Totally white, with no buff. Spots which form the stripes are black, at least ({ g

On the lower belly (on one wide, ot loacl), inmmedeialiely above the legs, a small
verltical hrownish patch extends [romn Lhe wings vertically Loward the legs, somewhat
triangulsr in shapeo T doubt B0 anyone o lae has noliced Lhis 1ittle patch, and I
auppose it lacks tdentilicabion ciquilficance. Tracing the shape from a field guide, T
reviced a wletch from one Uomade in the tields; the main peinl is Lo illustrate Lhis
patch

Yehind this pateh the under Bail coverle are white, unabreaked.

lLegs: Flesh colored.

Bird's calls or song: Biird has been ailent al all Limes 1 have seen iU (excepl for the
racket it makes scratching in the leaf litter for food).

Similar species: Brown Thrasher has rusty head and face. The immature Brown Thrasher
apparently has a gray face, but which contrasts with a rusty cap; this bird lacked such
a contrast; I thought that the crown was essentially gray. This bird's bill was longer
and more decurved than the Brown Thrasher, and it looked all black, without any light-
color at the base. See discussion below.

Sage Thrasher: smaller with smaller bill and no rust color. Other thrashers
also lack the rusty color.

When we returned home we referred to the field guides and discovered that the
gray head and long, decurved, black bill made it look like, not a Brown Thrasher but a
Long—-billed Thrasher. It most resembles the picture in the National Geographic Field
Guide. The stripes seemed heavier, blacker, and a little more spotty.

FIELD MARKS NOT OBSERVED

Variation from Expected Field Marks of Long-billed Thrasher

On Januwary 6, T thought the Lop of the head was gray; the field guides show it
as rusty. I saw only one wing bar, not two. I did not notice whether or not the throat
was white or had streaks.

On January 13 I studied the bird much more closely, with the "benefit" of
having studies all the field guides and other information which I could muster.

Fach field guide pictures the two likely thrashers differently, and describes
different differentiating field marks; this account attempts to address all the
differrentiating marks suggested.

Master Guide: fAs you can see from the above description I have not seen
a noticeable contrast between the back and the tail. The only color contrast is between
the gray face and neck and the wings and back. See sketch. The only two-toned effect
was in the face and neck versws wings and hack.

Neal'1 Geographilc: The Plun Creek bird matches the few Tield marks in this
Lext. The illustiration <hows tuo <brong wing bars, which this bird mostly lacks.
Birds of Noroth Americes Texlt offers few field marks. Picture (in my copy)

shows a grayer back than the Plum Creek bird, and a more defined cap, which the Plum
Creek bird lacks. I also don't think the Plum Creek bird had as much streaking on the
throat. The eye is orangey, not pale yellow. Wing bars as above.

Avaubon Scociely Freyelopedie of North #mericen Birds {Terres): Matches the
sketchy description. Also substantially matches the photograph, except my impression is
that the gray of the neck extends higher on the nape-—that the rusty color narrows on
the hind neck.

Pelersen’s Mexican Guide (1973): My copy shows a bird much darker than the one
we saw; I see little resemblance, except for the gross thrasher markings and the
profile. David Pantle's copy of this guide shows a closer color fit, but still too
dark.

Bander's Handbeok: Subsequently to writing this description, I'm told that the
bander's handbook uses two characteristics: primary extension and under-tail coverts.

I did not--and could not--measure the wing extension. The wings are quite short-
~they extend only barely to the base of the tail.

The undertail coverts appeared white, not buff and I did not detect spotting or
mottling, but I was not looking for that characteristic.



Variations from Expected Field Marks of Brown Thrasher

Bill: ’ Iougr maredible ahonld he yvellow il Toway Lo 2/3 of Lhe way oul from the base;
Lhis bivd's bill was all black. Rrown'c bill has only a hint of curvature; this bird
has a noticeably decurved bill and i< thinner than a Brown's bill.

Eye: Mrown's ic yellows thic hivd' < oye usually appeared orange, Chough in some
Lighte it wae crange el low,

Face: Tnmaline Urowns apporently hoees o contrasting ovange brown cap and gray face; on
thic bivd the demoarcartion belwecn root on the top ol the head and the gray face was
diffTuced. The Rrown chould have o oiange -brown neck; this bird's neck is gray, alomost
across Lhe nape.

Back: Brown's back should be Lright orange-brown; this bird's back is a dull, rust-
brown. This color also diffused into the ygray of the neck and face.

Breast: Brown's breast should have a beige or buff color, at least on the sides and
under tail coverts; this bird's was entirely white. Streaks on the Brown should appear
brownish; this bird's were black (probably because of the contrast with the white
breast).

EXAMINATION OF SPECIMENS

Urling and I examined specimens in the Denver Museum of Natural History of Long-
billed and Brown Thrashers. We looked at all 13 Long-billeds and about 30 Browns.

LONG-BILLED BROWN
Breast
Base color of the Colorado specimen Most have a base color of pale orange or
is a cream tone; two others from Texas light beige.

also have a creamy tone; the other Texas
specimens have very white breasts.
Streaks: vary in size; are heavier on Streaks similar in size to Long-billed; on
aides than in center of hroast. sides, alreaks tend toward a rusty color.
Spots which form Lhe streale appear
brownish blaclk Lo black. The atreaks
seem heavier, darker.

In fact, the streaks seem about the same color on both species, but the Long-
billed's look blacker because of the white breast. color; the beige or orange Lone %o
Lhe Brown's breasl makes the streaks appear browner.,

Bill :
We measured (somewhat crudely) the bills of several specimens of both species:
24134 Female 2.3 cm 24822 Female 2.2 cm
25037 TFemale 2.2 cm 28035 Female 1.9 cm
30117 Female 2.1 cm
24133 Male 2.2 cm 257415 Male 2.7 cm
25036 Male 2. o 74024 Male 2.4 cm

The bills of the Leng billeds appear Longer becanse Lheir bills are not as sLoul
as the Browns, and the lower mandible is thinner and more decurved. TU also looked as
if the bills on the Long-billed are attached to the head at a different angle; they
point down compared to the Brown, which are straighter and which point more or less
directly out.

Bill shape: Bill appears longer Bill straighter and thicker than
because it's thinner, and because Long~billed.

it is decurved.
Bill color: Usually lighter at the basal Consistenly, the base of lower mandible is
half or so of the bottom only. From the yellowish for 1/2 to 2/3 of the length,
side the bills appeared all black. bottom and side. This mark is visible from
the side. One specimen had an all
black bill.



Head shape: I don't know if you can determine head shape from skins, though it would
seem possible since skins still have the skulls.

Long -billed cecoms Lo have o atoepsy forchead than the RBrowns thie may explain,
partially, the ditTeront gl od e il

Back

Mone chows otrongly contiasty aluade - hoeoad Mo conleast except maybe belween wing tips-
Lo bacle Lo tail. Color o o boown et D imaries (gray) with bail,

a distincbively difteronl colop Trom AL) spoeciemene were g warm oiangey brown.

Lhe orange color of Hrows

Bacl/Lail conbrastb: faintly wicililbe dn
daylight on some specimens, bul nol
obvious on any. The texture of the tail
feathers differs from that of the back
feathers, which may give a two-toned
impression.

Wing bars: Variable Variable

Under-tail coverts:

White; both streaked and unstreaked. White; most unstreaked; some have streaks.

Tail

Some slightly brighter than backs (see Same orange-—brown as back and wings.

above) on the top.

Underside gray. Underside shows a tinge of orange-brown.
COMMENT

After spending two hours with the bird Jan. 13, two hours with the specimens
Jan. 14, and two hours with my photographs Jan. 15, Urling and 1 are convinced that,
improbable as it seems, this bird is indeed a Long-billed Thrasher. All the field marks
described above for the Long-billed match the bird at Plum Creek. If it is true that
the distinctions are subtle, we have examined the subtleties carefully. All thg\field
marks it the Long-billed; none it the Brown Thrashor

W C/[’CLW L.
Urling C. Kingery Hugh (E2 Kingefy O /

869 Milwaukee Street, Denver CO 80206
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B1RD OBSERVATIGN FORM Send to: Hugh Kingery ;
869 Milwaukee Street {x

MOUNTAIN WHST REGION

AMERICAN BIRDS Denver CO 80206

Il you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of your observations is unnccessary. But, if you have seen something unusual,
ard would like to share this with others, a written description is essential. Compilers of regional bird lists must insist that their records be accurate.
Future bird students — those studying occurrences 50 years from now— must have a written record on which to depend. By providing the verifying

wrilten descripion. you are helping to further knowledge of EMNgIREg bird populations. This procedure is required of all extraordinary observations,
regardless of the observer. Thank you for your time.
a Weather at time of this observation.

Common Hame l-ong-b.lled Threesher
v/

Scientific Némg +OXD"S[';D.“C‘- lengirostre Suw\r\j s (;O(f{
Obs. date /\/(9//"{ \/1 3 rime(s) Juencls hoe I = [
Duration of obs. ! /-,,L b > W) Lad Prior weather and number of days since change

Distance from bird =g <0’ o‘lo” /5; J0 7
1
Light conditions excell enX

Optical equip. §-%o bineocoCars Locality
Photo equip. P/‘/L m Coreelc
Notes made at time of sightin esS Date report prepared .
ghting_ye " Cleet £ ol d Stode Pork
Notes made later from memory W/ 20/43
Enter number of birds GENDER(S) AGES(S) PLUMAGE(S) PHOTO(S)
in each category. Males Adults _ / Breeding Transition Avaliable
Total number observed. Females Juv/ Imms Eclipse Dark phase Enclosed
? or Imms 2/3 yr birds___ Winter Light ph.
’ Unknowns__ Unknowns =I£ Other

Description of bird: Size, colors, all field marks QBSERVED. - Unique features of this individual, if any.

eye - Sometimes je((o»ul Sometrmes Oranjge, C({_pe_ni{r\_g on l,‘\cf[,_r «{—an?I

JQ eceS ‘{"-— Ve (“7 (,()ll.,(\l—ﬂ- Lu’.f}’l L’-fﬁa_t/j L)L(L(t‘(’ S l“f‘é.(ghj;
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wiags Folded across back and tad o Lol rust color
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Size - Lests [ofs L—”\jjﬁf' Than o S&j{%ﬁ&gwlm&jlve ool

OO ﬁ\‘a—c((,\,L St e
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. » Yo .l coas close d o [Lﬁ g
’a/c‘: TRQ “{u-;' l( l'CC_ ‘f‘f«_?r C(C/ﬂ'&l’\c(fg( O me_ LLSI&‘{T\/\% )O L)
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ATTACH ADDITIONAL NOTES, LISTS OF REA:RENCES. SKETCHES FROM LIFE, PHOTOGRAPHS, ET o oTler \H\/H.Q_S



Field marks which*were hot seen. Why not? Variations from expected field marks.

List similar species and describe why or how you eliminated them. — LVG—J consulied all avealaltle Gedd S
C'Lﬂé\ 541,;_44‘ e SICNS at Flh e dDwenven FHaSecir
ﬁr@m T%/‘CG-S ‘\'W - P Nafwrael{ (Fs 4—or‘j ~

l—())'\ A lg;/( CCI ﬁk_f“chl,LC.J‘ [/L_CL(.[ o Zonge,f" ) VY\_OFC ((CC/LLFVQ_C,(/ CWKF[&TCJ

bL@L_tf L“// /' ont s ) I_LL,S’{-:] [« C-O{CH" [N br‘awv\ .-ng,mg(&u/'

b rece§+ LOows L:(",\j LO lu:l—e; LUI.“‘{‘L&, L\Ji@s‘/\‘j L?chc_['C S"""F‘:c‘:__ﬁc(k:_j e
14 9¥s) Lzu_g‘j a-ﬂ.f/ O e Lilf,c, [;) e 'lefﬁ.}tgu .

' her
TE sSormeone c,v((e_c:l—e_c[ s lo\'rJ a,u.cc lO"DU»SL’J— (’U\"’“\'—D e
DNt His skcin woodld definitely Lt jato e long Lilled
Hrasher drawer, ot The browsr FHirocker @drawer, doce o
—Cea—‘f’bt,fr co lov ef oan and Fice blaclk corved oIl .

Behavior of this bird. Other species seen with this one. Any interaction between birds?

Thes -+ LLPOLS (/\er wals ot L\j Fa i e ch‘.ﬁ‘/\.:‘ . He ()‘LLS; L‘j “Tlhre oo
[—e .U eSS e e Gl s lLe Secorc (e c_e ‘C’D'ﬁ‘ ~C0-DA [4_@ B Ry
o= dis el < d L)j tes S"F"—'\((’\KS o~ GDL“—I’\- S"‘\ﬁ(&t 15 a o

s Jael ofte gof beot at. odd angles cos he searclod
ﬁr-p\,gjk e L,L_u;c(-&rla/‘ugs'rl .

Habitat at this location. Adjacent or near by habitat, if significant.

C otfonn Lo d ~iparian - woild ,O-la4n\_ Tl chcetss G«Cdy-\j o steep
‘,Q,a_%f‘ *Cu,c.?z\j boaw ke

Describe bird's song or sounds. Print reporter's name, address, phone -

Lo Sown d
URLING C. KINGERY
869 MILWAUKEE STREET
DENVER. CO 80206

Signature /U/Q,L:{A_S‘; ’ f@m@]&,«dﬁ/
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What is your experience with this or similar birds? Corroborating observers not reporting separately.

LTeut Secw L"I—M Thon cesbaa
/Q'—C-g:—ﬂxe_) M nee ot Spe,.uall ‘
“/‘i\/bue. oloS—e/LJ._h\rj M a S Print Name
"f/(/\,c‘a—glf\,&r»

Print Name

Print Name

Print Name : e




s APPENDIX III CFO-ORC FILE #Hg "?5"

COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS -~ SIGHT RECORD FORM A

— 27-13
NEW STATE RECORD / / UNUSUAL RECORD /-%/ 27-20

Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional pages if Bé&essary.

Species: Lowca—\o;”ea( Thyvas her / Texos towa ,buz ) voshc

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name)

EV

Date(s): Jevwwavy 71992 ©  Phologrephed Janwery /#1993

Number of birds seen: / Sex: ¢ Plumage: Al (W"‘”‘)
Latilong: Distribution Code: Habitat Code:

Cher €idd Stoare Tecveatiow Avea , ow west e
Localj_tyzéic +he floed plar of Plium C‘fgfk)kbalﬁ*‘delevation: ‘_S‘4QD /

g wiles 5‘)_;, PEY VY~ cv7e272;+egb%k¢u#/éld RBerevvely
PEK Sec:
Nearest towhe ¥ L_,'-,«/-/?ehu ‘ Co ~ County: Doug las

Time(s) observed: 9r30a ~ /230 p m. daw.7 — J)ima~)iovp ou lan

Frow Seved sec'ovw(.: 4o vany
Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): mimnwtes af a +ime

Other observers who saw the bird with you (give names, addresses, telephone
David + 5 he verll 2utle ~ 1752 LoCus+ s , Perrvey #2220 22z - §35>

Pete /\/lulhc.)\ama& - pv'-rpecv‘-«&ac DFD pew ey

Other observers who saw the bird independently (give names, addresses,
telephone numbers): TDaue MelSou ~ /L’ Favd Sk (Golde, soFe! 277-77%5
Joe Roller -~ 13640 W, 167 Dr. ~ Golden godgor 7 233-L£HL70

MAMY oTHEERS !

Light conditions (position of bird to light and shade, direction and strength

of light)': Sky Cleas Swaany s we ke cavey lats /a bviglt IISLQ‘. Bivrd Loas obsa
Fvom seveval ee r.sf:ec'}u}c«.r A:v\/( Sty A—v‘%/e‘J ) fyo v \ov;%l_). Stnw t(et-la
3)4;\/‘4, o Fteu ader 4 +L"~k +ﬂM3/? '} bruwsh. ,

Optical equipment used (e.g. power, types): Zeiss Jo XFo 5/647""'

Distance and how measured: betiveen |5 awd 5o <F. — é’)’eb"‘//

Je NGoo§ /\//kk?r J‘a? [ .f'¢. E
If photographed, type of equipment and film?éwﬁvl'»z; Fele covnodrte Gitrodviged Fliic

Hug Krv'\%ev)/ Owane /Ve)caw)' dee enBrink o
Who else photographed the bird: gseverac oTl))-Eﬂ.S

Describe the bird's behavior (e.g. flying, feeding, or habits used in
identifying): Feeshine pmder frees + shvbs (3 /eak pirley | wiyevonmsly scvptel
o\ hed rshion | ) (.51‘4"' Y (A A " Frata ." d":\ b¢:~‘\s ] eigheof J Al
b—v-go—a' C’“‘-“’ +i10ne , M\«\r‘esﬂﬂ-""”“ e .'@"r"""*\z ‘ )

Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color
pattern. Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular
emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird. Reference to its resemblance
to field guide descriptions and illustrations is not enough. Describe only
what you actually observed in the field: overvh| size , S hege, pxrl-ew\ 1) ke
Broww Tk'\rn-skewf,cxczo?f'. Cheelts ardh repe "WarwigYay 5 Crown more ("‘S":
Fhan 0\:&(:2} ey Dack | Ke Cyorun lowev pack vyedd:s —b\va\j Ly

V3T Y LT o us, brigider” ponts 0 F bivd ] LVeAsT SpoFs mX STreals
‘b)a_cg‘ﬁw vary bold nﬁ«a:ﬂ'sf' san  alnest wibhate ya.ckamuvw(/- one faint 1o it
wing W s Pverall wpper-part colovation woF as Dvight rufews vor Al




A » ‘M\|'—FOVV\ ~s @Y‘au\« 'Tl“wl’"?i':

Description (continued): Rill slaxk svay = very lows  Adecwrved me“(/’y as Jow
A S )ﬂeﬁﬂk' b‘l” }ACILS Pﬂ-’? +Fles o-r’ Y/ellob::;sL\ a:e’&lg_( ?I"f- base +)'P/C:0—/ of
By Thvashey . Eyes bylabt pravwae not 4k bviglht yel ous +>/g>fc‘w< o}\
GY‘D\»\'\ 'T\\fhswr, v

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery,
(i.e. from perch, in flight, duration):

S,..\eme
Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:
Qf()a.v'icw\ £lood ()lau'w of- @lum creele , Pah'_.l»\ ) Grassy yrngalo Wws, Cluwps 4‘

woody shyvibs = scatbarvd $rees | avd gyvoves 4 Shadl Mj_’:_’:""’z‘/ C—or‘/"'fuao"s

-G*rovv'-q( Shew coverod )@)cwy“—- tann Alin, p(eulp' 5Ly-ubl Ao M@;Y) L Leve bl\i‘(
W h Hfo(l:\?.

How did you eliminate similarly appearing species? <T he m-l/ ottey r'°5-5’1‘/“
SIV“'"\“Y‘)y ~reaIng SEPpacies Js Byovn Thyag ey,

Atsev\oid above as Sliagnosts for Loms ~bitled Thvns rov eﬁﬁoc_-h:m'/
e lvwanate Byvouw Thyarlev | Lulen Y=t %%ei’LfY‘, :

What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species? T hare sbre
Brow w Thvarers L dverts Fifes | but hace el S teptl 16 e clorely, T saw

seueyeA Lorg~bii)ed Thyarberr |5 He lower 2o Grate Lé://e/ o L Texar 1h Jauux-vy/)
) S:l-\—\p(l’e:( Fhev. Feo < exte-s “-"Cff-rw/ o Aistimguesh Traw. Frow Bratm Thras
\A;;v{5 —}—-)-( Sawe .[—1;// Vay Jo- S Vlo'h‘f oun +/'€ Coleocads b\;"( .

List books, illustration, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how

this influenced your identification: . ; . LA

& Gelove sversedin o poarom [sgonghic Fild Gudos fo Brits 4 ot CPomerics >

a) At time of observation: A wnst vefev P Field swdes o Arscoassed eld va
Lo ' H. ofler absevvers. © 7

b) After observation: Cowsetded Seuer-d otter Leld ﬁufpl(:u‘ LA oo p W‘o””f -

This report was written from reports made during , after
observation , from memory Freld notesr ' ottacled.

Y —_ .y .
Date and timeA‘“{"e’port was written:. AP 1o 1993 /beﬁw L @lﬂhsr’v‘“‘ bird o

Jawn
Reporting observer: A B H—aye; Signature: W ,/W
Address: [/S17) W gr)ar-wpopl A/Ve'. .L,Wp}uu /64 ge)ze . 363798%

All reports will be maintained permanently at the address below:

Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
CITY PARK |,
DENVER, CO 80205 .
%_ A’#’Ao)—cz( Fﬁwh":r (= Comtfivm A Lield V'—"""./"S e iﬁd. en
(\W‘?' 71 19 4973. . p)ﬂd"‘”? aldseo le.gl,u sz‘o‘rﬁ" o?Y/mH/.ﬁ'gk, Phss6 ﬂn‘%/
hi HSL A ertmi)  covertT,  soud 7= be diaana-:\sf‘i' -#rg }6”"240»/0

2 l\VA—SMY" 4 &*w.
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LOLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS - SIGHT RECORD FORM ‘(e 1B
NEW STATE RECORD /_ /3 ) UNUSUAL RECORD /=7

Please print or type. Attach photographs and additional paqes if necessary.

; e . ) ! .
species: Ly u-Filled Thrashex ! JpxosTomy /é'hq:fr@f‘?"h@
' (Vergacular Name) (Scientific Name) ¢

Date(s): | — J4& 4=
. ’ 'L, ¢ bU+ no
Number of birds seen: ] Sex: Af( ke Plumage:(Wm?Le r)Sessean] ch

Latilong: Distribution Code: ~ Habitat Code:
Locality: Chal€ield Stafe Park . Elevation: 5500 f,
Nearest town: County: Do va )b. S

Time(s) observed: /5P M te 345 Pm.

Duration of observation (e.g. 1 sec., 5 min., etc.): 2 WS- 1540,

Other observers who saw the bird wifh you (give names, addresses, telephone
numbers) :

rone —

Other observers who saw the bird independently (give names, addresses,
telephone numbers):

J. B, Hw—/a’; ST W Bearwend t L ‘IL'IL)%—’{'GWJ 0. Doryas ]9 -968s3

Light conditions (position_of bird to light and shade, direction and strength
of light): Feeding »_}c\"”'d 1= sod oot of o.maferbnrwsk, dac,.[;)’/l:{d//:
’ N Zw}d v hl{qht [ rpped s» sw;.hghf 3t w1y back .,

Optical equipment used (e.g. power, types): Swifd 8.6 X1, 4 Pow

Distance and how measured: A= clo<e as G £F,

. ) jec 0 ASK p;/
If photographed, type of equipment and film: M) %s £ 700 = 3000 baime O

Who else photographed' the bird: S 8. dec&-, H’Vyb /V,»k_nm’ry e h Y717 ofé_ers
U Y T 7

v
Describe the bird's behavior. (e.g. flying,  feeding, or habits _used in
identifying): Birk ek hosily and corn finvoos g« Berstebing v/ )
Yeet svold throwiny Ieoves sbootwith pill,cating msccts and
[arvoe thve Ckppsed, Scize woilted berties

Describe in detail the bird's relative size, overall shape, plumage and color
pattern. “Include details of bill, wing and tail shape. Give particular
emphasis to marks you used to identify the bird._ Reference to its resemblance
to field guide descriptions and illustrations is not enough. Describe  only
what you actually observed in the field: The ¢ /PR ffPO"*’.‘f\ the bor d’l
2 "7[25393(/' LD”V‘b’ Heﬂ Thraah er, s £ cowsiTed (,4—!4‘ zol ey Seo I ool c
Ropw whgl to lopk for. TV wass cver /bin, long with adisTimctively
corved bill /3,5;#, snd vpper fail brewn with 9}744, a lunt efred. [Head was

grey,jh, Eye bright orsnge =X thovght [t 3hovk the Sime olop o5

7

Reove~srded Fowreek c‘.yeo: Throst Chite, Upper belly and breast
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Description (continued): lyhite ol with dark spelby streaks #o bel]
ond vrnmurked From there to vader-baif coverts. Vadertsrl white wi
dark “Mlnfg" and locps, Lwng/ tar

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery,
(i.e. from perch, in flight, duration):

Alpro ot combinsovs series of diflevrent cheeps <zipe ete,

Net very vodible -(coo)dit hear w/o huézw;ﬂz u}h; Ite

scrofoh:“n? ond throshing shoot were most svd/ble.

. Describe the general and specific habitat in which you observed the bird:

Bm/é"ly4 @ unu\ev’ arov 3131 ‘*a;LeeA ‘1}71235 AHIe 4 deoJ /eevas

Underneath Cottonwsods bordering Hignline Consl.

How did you eliminate similarly appearing species?

Browern qum,glqg,«(g\eemeA 014/&( I(Ifefx, cézfzdfé{'éfgc\oesn.f hare

Sveln & Shorply corved bill, grayish heod, This brrds white vnder part
contiraat vty Browps bo iy colvred, The })rlgh* Dratvfe~r&A cYe

on Fhis boird wevld €limnate Browvw ¥rres her,

. What is your prior experience with this and similarly appearing species?

¥ o - : = - 4,
(= 57g’b%/nrg ‘75 pmveo"\, grcwn '/’)ﬂ‘é\ﬁ/uzr Seen hon 1"1/975 s and
) ( Jast
e o iz.-!.——)'/‘fr;,,g ou iy Brce:(.?q;,‘ Bopd Allss Blsck [oot sommen chone
This ©ir\ muck nrore twlepant 0€ b7y . /ose preSehc@.,
List books, illustration, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and hov
this influenced your identification:

a) At time of observation: sl | Leographic quide
U \J

. - 4(/} ,if./nc cll eﬂlllla Blrc{-
b) After observation: Av, obenr Mastee boides. A AL ﬂm\{gk,@,\

. . nofes .
This report was written from repertss made during v , afte:
observation L~ , from memory
Date and time report was written: |~ (4 -3 — L @M.

Reporting observer: L)oe Ten BV‘I.I’? /'\ Signaturez\ %@p -
address: (%01 B Moo fl 30'lr.Denb'eh (ols S6334 - 330-485%

‘:‘All reports will be maintained permanently at the address below:

"4 Return to: CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS

DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
CITY PARK
DENVER, CO 80205
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1154 South Vancouver Way
Lakewood, Colorado 80228

303-969-6212 Larry Norris  Biogeographer

REPORT TO AMERICAN BIRDS MOUNTAIN WEST REGION EDITOR HUGH E. KINGERY

LONG-BILLED THRASHER (Toxostoma longirostre)

17 January 1993 - Chatfield State Recreation Area, Jefferson County, Colorado

Time: 0945-56 Weather: Cold, calm, overcast. Snow cover about l4cm on level.

Description Points:

1. Bill long, decurved, entirely dark

2. Face gray. Cap gray-brown. Nape gray-brown.

3. 1Iris orange or yellow-orange, depending on the intensity of the light.

4., Back dull brown, not intense brown so often seen in Brown Thrasher (I. EEEEE)'

5. Wings dull brown, with faint white winghbar. I did not note two wingbars.

6. Tail brown, richer than the back, but not as intense as T. rufum.

7. Throat pure white

8. Breast and belly white with large black (or dark) blotches forming streaks from
base of throat all the way to near the vent.

The bird gave one loud "tchik'" call note. Short, forceful. It probed thrasher-like

in the leaf litter below the cottonwoods and winter snow-bent shrubs.

The bird was observed under ideal conditions for eleven minutes at close range (6 meters)

with 10X binoculars. Bird was very active and provided many close looks of sides, back,
tail, and head. No photographs were taken.

XZ?X 7
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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT /\

LONG-BILLED THRASHER
oxostoma longirostre

Location: Chatfield Reservoir; Denver, Douglas County, Colorado
Date:  January 23, 1993

This bird was found and identified by Hugh Kingery.

Setting:

| first observed this bird about 2:10 p.m. on a cold sunny day. | found it by ear, hearing it scratching in heavy leaf litter in a line of large
cottonwoods and smaller brush along the west bluff parallel to Plum Creek. It actively searched for food and made a great deal of noise
as it searched through dry leaves and leaf litter. It spent nearly all of its time on the ground, progressing forward by hopping. Its manner
of feeding was to flick leaves aside with a quick sideways movement of its long curved bill. This was followed by a momentary freeze as,
with tilted head, it eyed the ground that was revealed beneath the overtumed leaves. | watched this bird, with binoculars, for about 40
minutes and left it in peace at about 2:50 p.m. It was rather tame and appeared comfortable as | approached to within 20 feet or so. It
kept to the heaviest cover in the line of trees in which it foraged, often disappearing for short periods beneath thick tangles of branches.

Descriotion:

The bird was an adult, about 14" long. Overall it was curve-billed, short-winged and long-tailed. The eye had a deep golden-yellow iris,
barely tending towards orange. The bill was all black, including both upper and lower mandibles and the base. It was moderately curved
down its length, the curvature apparent in both the upper and lower mandible. The bill was rather slender down its length, from base to
tip and was evenly tapered throughout. The face and sides of head were dusky grey, the grey extending forward and connecting over the
top of the bill. The grey extended up on the face to the edge of a dull brown crown, and rear-ward back to the grey nape. The head thus
appeared quite grey with a narrow brown crown patch. The grey nape graded into a dull brown, barely rufous, back that was suffused
with grey. The brown back contrasted with the slightly more rufous-brown tail (which was very long) and wings (which were quite short).
The tail was ragged and wom at the tips. The wings showed one thin white wingbar. The primary extension (distance between tip of
primaries and tips of longest tertial in folded wing) was about 1/4". The breast was pure white at the center, greyer on the flanks, with
rows of distinct oval black spots. These black spots were duskier towards the rear, and smalleé. The spots dwindled to small dots on the
undertail, giving the undertail a dusky, mottled appearance. -

Sitmilar Species;

Differences from Brown Thrasher include: white breast vs faintly tan breast; black breast spots vs dark brown breast spots; grey face and
forehead vs more brownish face and forehead; dull rufous-brown tail vs bright rufous tail contrasting with back; short primary extension vs
long primary extension; golden-orange iris vs yellow iris; all black bill vs bill with pale base of lower mandible; bill evenly tapered and
slender throughout vs thick-based bill with rather straight lower mandible. Other thrashers are less distinctly spotted, lack white wingbars,
or are greyer and much smaller.

Experience with Species:
| have seen all the N.A. thrashers including many Long-billed Thrashers in the lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas as recently as 1990.

This report was prepared from notes made at the time of observation.

' Nt
Mark Janos

10 Sedum Ct.
Pueblo, CO 81001






