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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT

SNOWY OWL
Myciea scandiaca

Locationy 2.4 miles sast on Road 55, 5.5 miles north of Highway 50 on Highway 287, Lamar; Prowers County, Colarado

Date:  March 1, 1598

Selting.

This individual was present for some Sme prior to and after this sighting. 1t was brought to my attention by the Colorado Division of
Wildife, Brandon Percival and | cbsarved this bird at about 10:00 am. for 45 minutes. It was sunmy and conditions were good axcept
that it was very windy, We cbserved the bird at a range of 150-300 yards, both parchad and in flight. We found the bird sitting on the
ground, in the sheller of a twisted stock tank in opan prairie. 1t few a good distance to land on a fence post. Its Might was dinect and with
quick wingbeats and oocasional soars ~ low fo e ground. W waiched it with binociiars and in my scope (Kowa TSN4D).  The bird
panched on the ground at a low angle, very hofizontally and not upright.

Description:

This was a large owl about 24° long. [t had no "esars”. It was a lange, oundad-head owd. Overall it appeared white, and from a distanca
looked all white. However, in the scope |l was appanent that it had neat tan (o brown edges to the scapulars so thatl the back had a
scaboped look. The breast, belly and crown wara mors lightly marked with brownish barming. The wing coverts wers also bamed. The tail
was barmad brown and whita in fight.  The ayes (indes) wane yellow.

Shmilar Specas;

Wea only need io consider albino owis and hawks. The large size, presence of brown baming and yellow eyes rule out all other similar
bincis.

: it Soarion
| have sean all north Amancan owls.

This report is prepared from nolss mada during and aftsr cbesnvation

Mark Janos
10 Sedum Gt }‘M&{%-}
Pusbio, GO 81001
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CFO-RCFILE#_ 99878
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I was attending a meeting in Lamar on February 23, 1998 when Bryant Will (Division
of Wildlife officer, Lamar, phone 719-336-7641) mentioned that a snowy owl had been regularly
seen north of Lamar along county road 58 and east of Colo. State Hwy 287. As 1 was leaving
Lamar to return to Ft. Collins [ decided to see if the owl was stll there. As I drove along
county road S5 near the reported location [ noticed the owl perched on a fencepost on the north
side of the road and [ stopped my vehicle about 15m from the owl. As I was observing the owl
with binoculars from my wvehicle it flushed and blew <350m and landed on another fencepost.
After 2 minute I slowly drove my vehicle towards the owl trying to approach closer, but this
time the owl flushed when I was 20-25m away and flew across the road to my left and
eventually landed in a radio/radar structure about 150-200m south of the road. It flew 1-2m
above the ground until it reached the structure when it swooped upwards to land. 1 observed
it for another few minutes before [ drove off. There was short-grass rangeland to the north of
the road and [ believe a mowed hayfield or shortgrass prairie to the south (vegetation was short,
regardless) and there was no snow cover. My impression from talking to Bryant Will was that
this owl had been in this location for some time.

Desn:_riptliun of bird: The owl was perched on the top of a wood fencepost about 15m from my
location in my vehicle. [ observed the owl briefly with binoculars and noted it was similar in
size and body shape to a great-horned owl, but its plumage appeared pure white. It flushed and
flew pamljlel to the road away from me and landed < 50m away on another fencepost. When
1t was flying I again noted the white plumage, including the wings and tail, The wings appeared
somewhat more pu{med and longer than in a great-hormed owl, In flight (using binoculars) I
detected only a limited amount of spotting or barring on the plumage of the back and wings,

from longer di 1 i i '
st rf:fs ‘:imxa:vd E:':thuut binoculars the overall impression was of a totally white owl,

Similar Species: The great-homed owl would be similar in size, but this owl was totally white

and lacked ear-tuffs. I K
Ntaniois. As seen a snowy owl once before (28 years ago) when I lived in

photo on the cover of the BNA :
with binoculars, account. Even from 15m, I didn’t see any barring until [ looked

This report was made 2 days after the observation, from memory,
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