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Kentucky Warbler
Gregory Canyon, Boulder Co., CO
31 July 1998
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While I was birding along the road about 75 yds downstream of the Gregory Canyon parking
lot at about 1000, I began shushing in hopes of determining whether a dark shape I had
glimpsed in the dense vegetation was a Gray Catbird. At the same time that the catbird
appeared, confirming my glimpse, I heard a rich, deep “chup” note from about 40' away in the
vegetation hanging directly over the streambanks. After calling two more times, a male
Kentucky Warbler popped up into view for about 20 seconds, called a couple of times, then
fell silent and disappeared. The bird perched briefly in an open, sunlight spot in the
vegetation, moved a couple of feet into an adjoining bush where it also perched conspicuously,
before vanishing. It did not seem to be accompanying any other birds. I had unobstructed
views of it from 40" through B&L 10x42 Elites. I took the following notes immediately after
the observation, and long before consulting any books.

Pink legs. Uniform dark green upperparts, including crown and cheeks. Black
“Kentucky” face pattern. Unmarked yellow underparts from chin to belly, undertail
coverts not clearly seen. Dark eye. Dark warbler beak. Tends to perch horizontally
with tail cocked up, wren-like. Very plump bodied. No direct size comparison,
appeared somewhat smaller than Song Sparrow.

Bill Tweit
Rarity Description




