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Describe the bird!'s song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e,, from
' perch, in flight, etcs
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Species: Buff-breasted Sandniner
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Tryngites subruficollis

(Vernacular Name)

(Seientific Name-use tinomial)
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Date(s)s 222l August 1974 Time Bird Seen:.fbout 2 hours _ t0o..iotal
Iocality: Barr lake State Park feohenn’ pl

Nearest Town: Brishton Adams

County:

Other observers who independently identified this bird:
HAME ADDRESS

Bruce and Jeanne Webb Joe Roller Jobn and Judv Ward

TELEPHONE

Dave and Carolyn Criffiths Carol Youngson

Stieve Iarson Bill Ivbarger

Cptical Equipment: 7 X 50 binocularss 15-40% B&L Zoom telescrne

I photographed, type of equipment used:
Light Conditions: in most cases, sunny with sun shinine on the bird

Distance from bird (how measured): various: minimum estimated 50 £+
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Manber of Birds Seen: 1

Describe the bird!s overall behavior and demesnor: - :
Observed feeding on muddy shoreline, usually in company with Baird's Sandpipers,-

Vhen feeding or walking, it bobbed its head back and forth like a dove, and generally

maintained a horizontal stance when foraging., When foraging, it walked a few steps,
pauvsed to probe the mud with 3-5 quick cewing-machine like stabs,then walking on,
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Once, it ran along the shore in the mamner of a Janderling, Flignt was rapid and
snipe-like, Stayed further from the water(never wading into the water)than the

other shorebirds present, at least much of the time,
Describe in greai detail the birdls size, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern,
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail. Give paticular emphasis L0 the marks

you used to identify the bird, Reference to iTs resemblance in field guide descriptions

is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:
Hedium-sized shorebird, body size approximately same as a Baird's Sandpiper b:
differently shaped, Body long, fairly slim, long,thin neck and smaller, s quagre
head(slirmer, with less full chest, longgr, thinner neck and smaller hezd than a
Baird's), ILeps about 50% lonper than those of a Baird's, yellow(not a re ,
yellow however), Bill moderate in length(about length of head), thin, black and

- 8lightly decurved at tip. Eyes black, Crown buffy with

numerous blackish streaks, starting at the eve and extending te¢ the rear of the crown,

1eaving nape buffy but unmarked, Back and wings blackish-browm, each feather edged
Bzirly broadly with whiﬁef giving a scaled appearance. Wings long, extending to or
perhaps somewhat beyond the tail, ; 3 = Tex: o Throat, face and
- breast rich buffy in color, wmarked excent for blackish-brown streakings extending
from neck onto the si@es of the neck and{less strongly)onto the sides of the breast.
Face pattern nendescript, consisting only of a fairly inconspicuous white eye-ring,

Buffy color less strong on lower breast and ending at the legs, the remainder of the

underparts off-vhite(this is why I think the bird is probably an immature-others that
undertail coverts).
well, appeared.

E have seen have had the buffy coler extending all the way onto the
in flight, underwings distinctly silvery. Upperings vattern not se

sen
%o be mostly brown with a single, not hightly conspisuous wingstripe, Rump mostly
dark with white on sides, tail not closely examined but appeared to be mestly dark,

perhaps becoming darker toward the end of the tail,
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Describe the bird!s song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e,, from
pverch, in flight, etcs
' None heakd,

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird:
Muddy shoreline of moderately large, plains irrigation reservoir.

How were similarly appearing species eliminated?

Baird's Sandpiper-Although buffy below and scaly above, it is much less buffy wlt%
breast streakings, a plumper, chunkier bird, thicker bill, black(not yellow)legs,
thicker bill, lacks silvery underwings, has a superciliary line not an eye- ring,

Ruff-Has two oval white patches on side of rump(which is diagnostic)., Joula also
be larger, and there are probably other nlumage differences as well,

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper-Immature is also richly buffy on underparts, but the color
is somewhat different(more orangish), but it has a Pusty cap and strong white
superciliary line, The two svecies are really quite different.

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing species:

I have seen thousands of Baird's Sandpipers in Colorado in spring and especially in
£211. I have seen the Buff-breasted Sandoiver several times: (2)Tower Road Adams Co.
9-11 September 1957; (2)Cherry Creek Res. 3 September 19683 (1)Lake Babcock near
Columbus, Nebraska 30 August 1970; (2)Cherry Creek Res. 6 September 197k,

T have never seen a Ruff(or Reeve). I have the Sharo-tall once (Lafayette-26 October-
1 November 1975). :

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these ce d
Standrd guides consulted afterward, all suoported the 1dent1?§ca ?on.this SOEEAEL
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This report was written from notes made during X after observation; from memory
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