File No, N-52-51

PRAJIRIE WARBLER - - - = Dendroica discolor

lay 10, 1975, Colorado recorded its first Prairie Warbler, a single adult male
in brecding plunace along the South Platte River at Waterton, Jefferson County,
' ' 1z this | ienort was received from Dr, Paul

h sery of Denver and 4llen Stokes, also of Denver. Based
upon the details provided by these three observers, the CFO Official Records Com-

mittee has ruled Lo accept this record cf the Prairie Warbler and add its name to

the Official State List of the Birds of Colorado (number L2L).
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Dr, Julian reports from notes made at time of observation: "Bird was feeding in

cottonwoods in company with other warblers, Bill, actions and color all were

indicative of warbler species, All yellow underparts, striped sides, wags tail,
le ¢ face marks, (At this point I said 'Prairie Warblert), All olive

back, Hugh Kingery says to look for wing=bars, None or very faint on second look,

Later lock included brief instant when bird was head down with back facing me and
the sun to ny back, At that instant I got the impression of faint, reddish streak-
ing, During second sighting, LO-L45 minutes later, I looked again for these elusive
marks but could not see them, Throat, all yellaw, Underside of tail, whitish en-
tire length. Only questionable point at the time was the lack of pronounced wing-
bars, Peterson and Robbins Guides portray bird with pronounced white bars, How-
ever, (riscom and Sprunt (Warblers of North America) and Bent both say bars are
yellowish-white," -

[

Huch Kingery: "Eleary-eyec¢ from many Yellow-rwmped Warblers, I first noticed this

oneé because it had a yellow breast with black streakings, At first I thought lMag-
nolia, but it had no white; thereupon I guessed Prairie, After we had studied it

for ten minutes, another warbler flew at it and chased it out of the tree, We lost

it ¢ o+ ¢ o and fifteen minutes later someone found it again, The bird was feeding

in medium to small cottonwoods, at the top half, It picked off insects, contracting
or pumping its tail regularly (I wouldn't call it 'wagging'!)., He moved constantly,
not conducive to noting field marks, It had an olive back and cap, yellow face with
two black horizontal streaks (I don't remember that one went through the eye or not).
It also had a black spot, below these two black lines, in the cheek, It had a yellow
breast with black streaks on the side, yellow throat, breast, belly, undertail coverts
and had a white under side of the tail, The wings had only faint wing-bars, not at
all conspicuous, The bird was the size of a Virginials, smaller than Audubon's, We
looked for the reddish streaks in the back, but I did not see any, The feeding action
was distinctive - as it picked insects off the catkins it would pull the tail down -
contract or pump it - and stretch out again, This was a frequent action, It almost
seemed like a habit the bird had to keep its balance while feeding,*

Allen Stokes: "On three different occasions bird was about 30 feet above ground in
cottonwoods, Bird stayed on one branch for several minutes before moving to another
branch, Frequently it would bend forward being upside down on a branch, It was not
easily disturbed by observers, Six inches long; warbler shape; yellow underparts,
olive back, yellow head, very black streak throush eye and under eye, Black streaks
extending along sides from head to tail, ¥hite under tail feathers far complete
length, On one of three occasions I saw a reddish blur on the back as it was tilting
over on a branch toward me, I don't remember paying any attention to the bill, Wings
had two faint wing~bars.

Chairman's comment: A second Prairie Warbler was reported from Boulder May 30 and 31,
1975 corplete with magsnificent color photographs,

Avrrmrmd Ot 100c
AUZUSS 2, 175

CHATRMAN

. e mme . m e - -~ -




~ ATV ey .y
Ao BT Y 09

COLORADC FIE LD CRAITHOLLGISTS - SIZHT RECORD REPORT CFO-ORC FILE %0, N-52-51 .
[C_JRARE OR UNUSUAL RECORD  [_<_NEW STATE RECORD [JaccePTED [ ] REJECTED :
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Cther observers who independently identified this bird:
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Describe in great detail the bird!'s cize, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern,
Include details on shape of bill, wings and Tail. Give Sagm emphasis to the marks
you used to identify the bird, Reference to Its resemblznce in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Describe t you actually saw in the field:
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Describe the bird's song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i,e,, from
" __perch, in flight, etcs o i
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Describe the habitat in which you cbserved this bird:
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How were similarly appearing species eliminated?
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Prior experience with this and similarly appearing species:
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This report was written from notes made during / after observation; from memory
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Other observers who independently identified this bird:
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Deseribe in great detail the bird's size, overall shepe, pl e and color-pattern,
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give pa% enphasis to the marks
you used to identify the bird, Reférence to Its resemblance in field guide descriptions -
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:
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Describe the bird's song or call, if heard, i.rmluding method -f delivery, i,e,, from
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Number of Birds Seen: Sox : autw .. Plumage: Like adult male, except that wing
bars were not conspicuous.

Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor: .
Bleary-eyed from many Yellow-rumped Warblers, | first noticed this one because it had

a yellow breasty at first | thought Magnolia, but it had now white; thereupon | gufessed
Prairie. Quith ¢ Tac* St f&ﬁm&@

After we had studied ‘or 10 minutes, ancther warhler flew at it and chased it out

of the trea. We lost it. | “:c':' it back to the car for my camera, with hopes of cur
findinc it again We didnit, til 12 m nutes 'ia'er and several -L.ndrﬁ'f:’ yards
downstream. Th e ndppened again--3 warbler chased it out of a tree, and 15

Describe in great deta:ll the bird's size, overa].l shape wnage and color-pattern
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give pagm.a—.r enphasis ;g_ the marks
You used to identify the bird, Reference to its resomblance in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:

minutes later, someone foundit again.

The bird was Teedinc in medium to small cottonwcods, at the top half. They had little————
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emema catkins, no leaves showing yet. 1t picked off its insects (7), contractingfits ,«_ﬂfj-’g

tail regularly (I woulda't call it4 i-.) . He moved constantly, not conducéve to no

p1t had an olive bLaci an o, yell ¢ <1 two black horizontal streaks (| don't

remember that one went through the S eve or not). It | also had a black spot, below
these two black lines, in the cheek. It had a yellow breast with black streaks on the
side, yellow throat, breast, belly, undertail coverts, and had*white under‘i%e tait.

The wings had only faint wing bars, not at all conspicuous..

The bird was the size of a Virginia's, smaller than Audubons. We looked for the
reddish streaks in the back but | did not see any.
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Deseribe the bird!s song or call, if heard, including method of delive i,e,, from
perch, in flight, etc; ’ ’ ¢ o s

No sound.

~=30.w8 Lhs Lapbilat in which you observed this bird:
Cotzonwood river bottom oif South Flatte River, where it comes out of the mountains.

Fow were similarly appearing species eliminated?
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Canada has necalace o Liack streaks on hSreast, gray back and face.

‘\ Lidiiua ida yiay sac sigted aCe.

E - ? - \ i whit in wi male) hit
Lage tigy 1N4d3 reqa cnhee diia 1dLo, Jolilw Dol Paidil, witie tn wings (\malte), wnite

undertail coverts.
Yellow-thrated and Graces have gray backs, white eye stripes, white bellies.
Black-throated Green has black throat, white breast and belly.
Palm has less distinct black breast streakings, reddish, not olive, cap, less distianct
facial markings.
Pine has faint, not prominent breast streakings, muddy face markings, white tail spots.
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Frior experience with this and similarly appearing speciess

| 've Gt Florida some yearsa ago. |'ve secen most of the others within the
past - ycars, some well, s0me not so well

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?
Birds of North America and Peterson's Eastern Guide consulted to discuss

similar species. Birds of North America used in field to identify necessary

diagnostic marks.

This report was written from notes made during xx after, xx observation; from memory
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