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TO: Larry Arnold

Subject: PRAW - GJO - AUG2001

PRAW - Prairie warbler in Grand Junction, August 10, 2001
Supplemental Notes for CFO Sight Record Form

1. GPS LOCATIONS

Two observations at sites separated by a 6-iron shot (about 175 yards)
First sighting - 4590 ft, N 39*02.752' and W 108*34.595'
Second sighting - 4580 ft, N 39*%02.807' and W 108+%34.448'

2. HABITAT

First sighting - along the east bank of the lower Gunnison River on the
river dike toward the north end of the DOE property (riparian), in an
area of tamarisk, Russian olive, Fremont cottonwood and willows.

Second sighting - at the northwest edge of the North Pond in an area of
tamarisk.

3. BEHAVIOR

First sighting - bird was with several other warblers, the closest
being an Orange-crowned that was singing, and a couple of Virginia's
warblers that were interacting with each other. PRAW was foraging,
giving me good looks, coming closer to me in response to my pishing,
was flicking/bobbing it's tail, and it's call note was new to me and
actually what caught my attention. Bird seemed to stay just above my
eye level at ca. 10 ft above the ground.

Second sighting - at the North Pond I heard that strange call note
again, so I pished it closer, to within 10-15 ft, it kept foraging,
doing the tail thing, and acted very inquisitive about my pishing,
definitely not a shy bird. Bird stayed at eye level in both tamarisk
plants I saw it in, i.e., at about 6 ft above ground.

4. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Bird was about 4.5" to 5" long. Overall, it was olive above and
bright yellow below, and its jiz, beak size and shape, foraging habit
and level of activity suggested warbler. At first look I thought I
had a strange-plumaged Yellow-rumped warbler, but I then noticed that
the black dashes or streaks on the body were confined to the sides of
the bird, and that the chest and belly were relatively bright yellow
and clear of markings. Then I noticed two distinctive black lines on
the face, one through the eye (transocular), and another just below



that angled downward from the bill and formed a subocular crescent of
yvellow (please refer to attached sketch). These markings were
strikingly unlike anything I had ever seen before. The field guides
I have (n=8) illustrate the bird as somewhat variable, and the male
PRAWs illustrated in the Peterson's series of field guides are
closest in appearance to what I saw. Chestnut streaks on the back of
the bird (as mentioned in NGS, etc) were not apparent on this bird.

5. SONG/CALLS

I did not hear the bird sing, but it was often calling with a check note
that was subtly different from the other warblers' vocals, and again this
is what grabbed my attention. One of my field guides describes the call
as a flat "tsip" or "tsup", but that doesn't quite do it justice.
peterson's fieldguide to Warblers mentions a "smacking tchick" that sounds
closer to what I heard, and the Stokes' recording (Eastern Birdsongs on
CD) of PRAW is also fairly close to what I actually heard.

6. SIMILAR SPECIES

In my mind, because of how they appear in my field guides, no other
warbler closely resembles an adult male PRAW, but I can mention the
following species in genus Dendroica:

Townsend's warbler - adult male has a significantly different black
and yellow pattern on the head, with a blackish cheek patch and
throat, does not bob tail.

pine warbler - facial pattern is more subdued than PRAW, lacks blackish
accents (dashes or stripes) on face and on sides of body

palm warbler - has a different facial pattern, lacks blackish accents
(dashes or stripes) on face and on sides of body

Magnolia warbler - male has blackish upper parts, large white wing
patches, broad band on tail, does not bob tail

Golden cheeked warbler - male has black back and bib, white belly

Kirtland's warbler - too rare, too dark-headed, and generally too different
looking to even be considered, lacks subocular crescent of yellow

7. FIELD GUIDES, ETC.

Mesa County Checklist (GVAS 1998) shows this bird as accidental, and
Colorado Birds (2Bobs, 1992) shows eight records as of 1991, with only
one accepted record in Western Colorado (25 Sept 1991) .

pPeterson's Western, 3rd edition - I always carry this with me, and
this is what a consulted onsite with the bird in front of me.
Actually, during my first observation I didn't take my eyes off the
bird for several minutes. Then I studied the fieldguide and focused
on fieldmarks, but only the adult male PRAW was a match. And



then... I was the luckiest person on the planet to get another good
look at the bird at a second location with a different angle of
light, even closer than i was the first time, and having studied the
fieldmarks I was left with little doubt as to the bird's identity.

Peterson's Eastern, 4th edition - has a bit more description of PRAW
than the Western, and a mirror image illustration.

Peterson's Warblers, 1st edition (1997) - has much descriptive and
illustrative detail on PRAW, shown in several plumages

Sibley's fieldguide (2000) - doesn't quite show the blackish accents
on the face and sides of body like I saw them, but helped convince me

i had an adult male.

Kaufman's fieldguide - points out the overall color and general aspects
of the species

National Geographic (both 2nd and 3rd editions)
American Bird Conservancy fieldguide (1997)
Golden Guide (revised edition, 1983)

Recordings - Stokes Eastern set of CDs has PRAW song and call

Respectfully, k]

Grand Junction CO

Larry Arnold ;’

August 13, 2001
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