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STATE OF COLORADO - File No, 8-75-160

Richard D. Lamm. Governor
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISIGN OF WILDLIFE

Jack R. Grieb, Director
6060 Broadway
Denver, Colorado 80216 (825-1192)

December 4, 1975

Mr., John W. Reddall
" 4457 South Alton
Englewood, CO 80110

Dear Jack:

As you know, the only record of the Trumpeter Swan in Colorado
is a bird found dead mear Ft. Collins in 1915. This specimen is in
the Denver Museum, but I do not think it has even been examined
recently. Consequently, it could be considered a questionable record.
In view of this, I would like to report an observation that definitely
confirms this species in Colorado.

At about 2 pm on December 1, I visited Mrs. Gallagher on Bowles
Lake in south Denver, on the Jefferson County-Arapahoe County line.
Two Mute Swans reside there and they were being accompanied by an
immature wild swan.

Having had first-hand experience with both Whistling Swans and
Trumpeter Swans, I identified the wild swan as a Trumpeter. I observed
the bird from about 30 yards with 10X binoculars. The main identifying
feature was the predominantly black bill with a slight reddish=pink
saddle on the dorsal surface = immature Whistling Swans have a much
more reddish-pink bill,

Fortunately, I was able to confirm my identification. The swan
had a yellow band on the right leg, an aluminum band on the left leg,
and a coded yellow neck collar. The collar was about six inches tall
and possessed the code = 18TA. The figures were large and there is
no doubt about their accuracy. I double=checked them several times
with the binoculars, although I could read them without binocs. Upon
checking, I found that this band was issued to Dr. W. D. Stephens in
Edmonton, Alberta -~ he is with the Canadian Wildlife Service. I con=
tacted his office and obtained the following information: The bird
was banded on September 9, 1975, in the Grand Prairie area, about 280
miles northwest of Edmonton. The bird was a flightless locally pro-
duced male and was accompanied by two other Trumpeter Swans = there
are no Whistling Swans in this area. In fact, Dr. Stephens indicated
that the swan was absolutely a Trumpeter = they work with them inten=~
sively. Interestingly, banding recoveries indicate that the Grand
Prairie Trumpeter Swan population winters along the Snake River in
Idaho. So, the Bowles Lake bird appeared to be off=course!
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On December 2, 1975, I again visited Bowles Lake at about 2 pm.
The Swan was not present and he could not be found on any of the nearby,
mostly f-ozen, lakes. lir. King, who lives next to Mrs. Gallagher, said
that he saw the bird fly in to Bowles Lake on December 1 - just before
I arrived. So, the swan was definitely alome.

On my December 2 visit I also identified a Blue Goose on Bowles

Lake and photographed the bird. Apparently records of this species are
extremely rare for the Denver area.

1 hope that your committee will give due consideration to the above
swan observation. Unfortunately, I did not obtain photographs, but

frankly a photograph is not nearly as valuable as the band observation -
this is conclusive.

Bird observers in the area should keep a close watch for the Trumpeter
Swan, since he may still be in the area. I have a hunch that Trumpeter
Swan immatures are sometimes confused with Whistling Swan immatures ir
this area. One word of caution - people should not run out to Mrs. Gal-
lagher's house, She is adamently opposed to public access to her land.
Furthermore, she is considering donating her land to some agency at
this time. If people flooded out to her place, her consideration would
undoubtedly vanish. Anyway, the swan could be anywhere by now.
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Soeciess. TRUMPETER SWAN : Olor buccinator
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binomial)
Date(s):__De¢ 1,1975 Tine Bird Seen: 2 pm toZpm
locality:_Powles takKe
Nearest Town:__ \..¥\eler County: b Line,
Cther observers who independently identified this bird:
NAME - ADDRESS _ TELEFPHONE
neve. .

Optical Equipment: /OK bsecs
If photographed, type of equipment used:
Light Conditions:__@xceellen?
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verified (ater
Number of Birds Seen: / Sex:_45_mal€ Plumage: M)M‘?__fﬂs-v

Describe the bird'!s overall behavior and demeanor:
Sw;mm;ﬂj o open water Company of Fwo Mute Cwass. Samed
7‘-‘:1‘! Cdlm.- ;J;\.eqﬂ Me-

Describe in great detail the bird's size, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern,
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give paticular emphasis to the marks -
you used to identify the bird, Reference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Desczibe what you actually saw in the field: '

Ovarall. dusKy white WPpearance. B was black with a
6‘134/' re&d:si‘-‘awl: saddle onw YRe dorsal surfoce. Species was
comfirmed from a rumber en & Tﬂm neek collar 6&'7"{?).
Also had o 7&‘2@’&1 band ow Ve rle' lej avnd an alumivun,
band on Yie left /‘:l' Banded R80 miles north of cJ'dmanfh/
Alberte o S‘f't 9, /775 = Gravd Prairie Reﬁ/m. s 1nfo
cbtained from, O, Staf,ku.l of ana.ﬂum Uhld"'rﬁ Service,
The Trumpetors Mhat nest w The Grand Prairic Reg on wswall
winter along e SwakKe Rver 1w Tdoho. -

X The _lw-& was naf en Bowles LoKe or-.nmtv lakas » Dec. 2, (775

(nuER)



Describe the bird's song or call, if heard including method of delivery, i.e,, from
" perch, in flight, etcs

nene

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird: ‘

qu« water aﬁa-nj RQakte shere - mosk t‘pﬂf—fc was Froren

How were similarly enpearing species eliminated?
ey /Ia.ue_ had exfaa;wuec. wi 5oﬁ F““f‘j'-"-* “"‘J

Wh, #’fﬂj Swaus in T‘\e. 'F‘lﬂ (wkk&ﬁ u.n.'Ht ‘ffq_ /dﬂﬂc"’ .ffe-cfes /A Y"&

Camadian Arctie i I%fo ﬂ-mfdu.s at Delta Watefact fﬁ’“"" Station
In !769 FMPJGr Awg ﬁ‘, dar K b”(“lmdhﬂ'@ﬁ) wl(b w"’f/’u

Suans hase @ reddish-piwk bl ueradd (|mmatimss)

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing speciess

€.

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?

Vocumented ou basis of neck coflar wumbes,

This report was wiitten from notes mace during  after observation; from memory x

PRINT NAME: W¢[}l_'gf Graul SIGNATURE:!’I/wZ’f{- M DATE: ‘Q’c. 8 /775

Street Address: /6 &2 Jruda  Dr. Toun and State: f'sYhslenn, Co, 21P: §0233

-—-----—------.--—---—-----—----—--——---—---—----

Return to: JACK REDDALL - 11,50 South Alton Street, Englewood, Colorado 80110
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[X_JRARE OR UNUSUAL RECORD = [ JNEW STATE RECORD [ X JACCEPTED Eﬁﬁw

Speciess_ TRUMPETER SWAN {_Olor buceinator
(Vernacule> Name) : {Scientific Name-use binomial)
Bate(s)sDees 1 oF 2, 1975  _  mine Bird Seens_ 3 P-M. . to. 3230 PoM_

locality: West side of Main Reservoir,

@ Nearest Town:_JLakewood Comty: _Jefferson ﬁ,
¢ Other obscrvers who independently identified this bird:

RAME - ADDRESS : TELEPHONE

_(ptical Equipment:
If photographed, type of equipment used:_Kodak Instamatic X30
Light Conditions:__ Cloudy

Distance from bird (how measured): Estimated 75 feet,
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Mumber of Birds Seen:___1 Sex: Plumage:__Brawmish grey

Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor: Alert and somewhat shy. Walked
very slowly, large feet zbout the size of a man's hand. When the bird flew
away, the wingspread looked as if it might be as much as 8 feet.

Describe in great detail the bird's size, overall shape, plumage and color-patiern.
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give paticular emphasis to the marks '
you used to identify the bird, Reference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions

is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:

The bill was similar to that of a goose, the head and bill was dark, the
rack was very long, the body was considerably larger than that of a lesser
goose and the color was a brownish grey. The neck had a yellowish band abou
2% to 3" im length. There was also a yellowish leg band.
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'Describe the bird!s song or call, if heard including method of delivery, i.e., from
perch, in Tlight, ete:

No sound heard.

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird: r“

Fi-st on the grassy shore of the reservoir, then swimming to the edge
of {he ice, then on the ice where the enclosed picture was taken.

r'd
S s e dadad A s A A | T

How were similarly appearing species eliminated? ,

The other birds that were there come every day for their handout of
cracked corn.

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing speciess
Never have seen this speclies before.

€

Bcoks, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentaiion?

After reading Mr, Walt Graul's article in the December 7th copy of the
Denver Post, I czlled Mr., Graul at the Division of Wildlife to confirm
the identity of the bird. _

This report was written Lroiy ASYey mAde /OLIYE // [ ASet/ [/ [obbbrvathld; from memory_ )

PRINT m_mz_ﬂmxy_&._&m_smmvm:“ ATE;_Dec, 18, 1975 ._
Street Addrass:_]1322 So, Owens Street Town and State:Denver,Colorado 2IP:80226

Return to: JACK REDDALL - LL50 South Alton Street, Fnglewood, Colorado 80110



