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Describe in detail the bird which you saw, Emp?nasize particuBrly the field marks used to
identify the bird. Include size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details on
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SPECIES: TRUMPETER SWAN 57 i - é

LOCATION: LONGMONT AREA LAKES

DATE: 3/23 AND 3/24/89 THE BIRD WAS SEEN ON LITTLE GAYNOR RES. ON 3/25 IT 7[\
WAS OBSERVED ON UNION RES. THEN IT WAS SEEN AS IT FLEW TO A SMALL
POND 2 MI NE OF UNION RES. ABOUT 2 WEEKXS LATER, | HEARD A SWAN
WAS BEING SEEN ON FOSTER RES., 3 Ml E. OF UNION. WHEN 1 SAW THAT
BIRD 1 3'WAS PRETTY CERTAIN IT WAS THE SAME BIRD. 1 HAVE SEEN IT ON
FOSTER RES. 10-20 TIMES, IT WAS STILL THERE 6-11.
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DISCRIPTION: A LARGE WHITE BIRD WITH A GRACEFUL LONG NECK. IT HAD A FLAT
FOREHEAD PROFILE WITH A STRAIGHT UPPER BILL EDGE. WHERE THE BILL
MET THE EYE IT WAS AS WIDE AS THE EYE SO THE EYE APPEARED TO BE AN
EXTENSION OF THE NARROWING ANGLE-NOT A DISTINCT BULGE AT THE END.
THE BILL WAS BLACK WITH NO YELLOW SPOTS IN FRONT OF THE EYES.
WHEN THE BIRD WAS VERY CLOSE (200 FEET) ON GAYNOR RES. 1 STUDIED IT
THROUGH A 40 POWER SCOPE AND COULD SEE RED EDGES (L1PS) ON ITS BILL.
THE NECK WAS LONG AND APPEARED TO BE THICKER THAN A TUNDRA'S
(BUT 1 HAD NO DIRECT COMPARISON). IT OFTEN BENT ITS NECK BACK ON
THE UPPER BACK SO IT APPEARED TO RISE OUT OF THE UPPER BACK.

DISCUSSION: THE BIRD WAS OBSERVED WITH GOOD EQUIPMENT, SOMETIMES AT FAIRLY
CLOSE RANGE. IN GOOD LIGHT. 1 HAVE NO DOUBT IT IS A TRUMPETER SWAN.
THE QUESTION 1S: WHAT 15 IT DOING HANGING AROUND LONGMONT? 15
THERE A CHANCE THIS IS AN ESCAPED CAPTIVE BIRD? 1 DON'T HAVE ANY
INFORMATION ON THAT POSSIBILITY.

OTHER OBSERVERS: MANY PEOPLE SAW THE BIRD INCLUDING JERRY CAIRO, MARK NIKAS,
JOHN PRATHER, INEZ PRATHER
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