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COLORADO RARE BIRD REPORT

PINE WARBLER
Denicroioa ol

Location: Valco Ponds; Pueblo County; Pueblo, Colorado
Date:  December 7, 1997 - January 11, 1998

This bird was discovered on 12/5/97 by Brandon Percival. My primary observation described here was from 12/7/97. | observed the bird
at very close range on a number of other occasions, all the way through to January 1998. It was observed by scores of birders, mcludng
Bob Dickson, David Silverman, Duane Nelson and many others. , g ,

This bird ranged along the Arkansas River near the Valco Ponds area below Pueblo Res. This is a riparian comidor with many tall
cottonwoods and brushy tangles. On 12/7/97 the bird was foraging high in the cottonwoods. It did this by gleaning from larger branches.
It walked along medium to small limbs, somewhat Black-and-White Warbler or nuthatch-like, but did not work vertical trunks, nor hang
from bark. None-the-less, in the first few days of observation the bird fed mainly by bark gleaning. Later in its stay it was seen feeding
together with many wintering Yellow-rumped Warblers. It often worked the mossy rocks along the Arkansas River, walking on the ground
somewhat like a pipit; or it flew up and caught midges in the Russian olives or heavy brush along the river edge. This bird was
photographed and seen at quite close range (15-75 feet). | even observed it in my scope on two occasions (Kowa TSN-4 20-60x). |
watched it for a total of about 45 minutes on 12/7/97 when the light was excellent and high (about 10:15 - 11:00 am.) This was not a
terribly active warbler, and so was sometimes hard to discover. It sometimes weakly pumped its tail, Palm Warbler-like, but this was not
a very noticeable trait. It occasionally emitted a faint, singe, swest chip note, that was a little junco-like

Deaciotion:

The bird was an immature fall male. Overall it was small and plump, about 5" long, with a long, thin tail. The bill was fairly straight, thin,
sharp and black. The legs and feet were grayish-pink. The upperparts were olive with a brownish tinge. The back was unstreaked. The
wings were much darker thn the back — dusky brown or blackish. The face was greenish and rather plain, with a thin, clear yellow
spectacle that was most apparent at close range. The underparts (chin, throat, breast and flanks) were a fairly bright yellow, especially
on the throat. The flanks were obscurely streaked dusky; with very faint streaks or mottling nearly across the breast (apparent only at
close range). The lower flanks were browner than the sides of the breast. The undertail coverts and vent were whitish. The undertail
was white. The wings had two distinct white wingbars, the anterior one smaller than the posterior one.

iy Shosios:

The small, slim size and sharp little bill indicate a warbler. No other warbler really has this pattem. The quite bright yellow underparts
eliminate many other species. Blackpoll might be almost this yellow but would have paler legs, streaked back and heavier streaking
undemeath. Bay-breasted lacks the yellow tones and flank streaking. Palm lacks the wingbars, is an active tail wagger and has a pale
supercilium. Prairie has yellow undertail coverts and lacks the white wingbars. Townsend's and similar have yellow faces with a dark eye -
patch, dark legs and feet, heavily streaked flanks and shorter tails.

Experi ith Species:
| have seen many Pine and similar warblers before, including two others in Colorado.
This report was prepared from notes made during and immediately after observation.
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