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COLORADO FIELD CRNITHOLOGISTS ~ SIGHT RECORD REPORT CFO-ORC FILE NO, 23-75-28 .
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Speci35= BIACK—LEGGEM“ i Rissa tridicw:ll- -

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binomial)
Date(s): March 9, 1975 ow—..Time Bird Seen: Noon _ Yo 12130 B i
Locality: Hq_r_seshore Lake and Boyd Iake o s
learest Toﬂn- Loveland o _ County:__Weld

Other observers who independently identified this bird:
NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE
Bruce Webb
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Opticel Equipment:__7 X 50 binoculars, 15-60 X Zoom B&L telescope
If photographed, tyre of equipment used:
Light Conditions:_overcast

Distance from bird (how measured): minimum of estimated 25 feet
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Number of Birds Seen: 1 oex: 2 - Plumage:__immainre SRz

Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor: '
The bird spent part of its time sitting off the surface of Horseshoe Lake, and would
periodacelly fly over to an inlet of Bogd Lake and fish(with excdllent success)there,
while we watched from a nearbv road about 25-30 feet away, It kept to itself, although
when fishing it was among Ring-billed Gulls fishing in the same area(with much less
success than the kittiwake), but the kittiwake was not really associating with them,

Describe in great detail the bird's size, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern.
Include detajls on shape of bill, wings and tail. Give paticular emphasis to the marks
you used to identify the bird, R Refer'mce to its resemblznce in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:
A medium-sized gull, slightly smaller than the Ring-billed Gulls nearby. Bill fairly
short and thin, grayish-olive in color(immature-adult has biaek bill,yellow), Head
white with a small black spot on the auriculars. Underparts(throat, breast, belly,
flanks, sides, undertail coverts)completely white, Lower nape white with a black band,
tapering to a point at either end, with white separating the black band from the back.
Back gray, unmarked, Upperwing surface with a black band crossing the secondary coverts
and joining the black outer primaries, creating a black inverted-V. Area anterior to
the V was unmarked gray, the area posterior to the V unmarked white. Underwings white
with no marks except for black primary tins, Rump white., Tail moderately long, slightly
forked, white with a fairly thin Hl ack terminal band. Legs black., Eyes black,




Describe the bird's song or call, if heaxd, including method of delivery, i.e,, from
perch, in flight, etc:
None

Deseribe the habitat in which you observed this bird:
Large lakes at tedge of towm.

How were similarly appearing species eliminated? (immature plumages)

Sabine's Gull-head is not completely white with a auricular spot and nape band,
but rather solid from crown and eye back through the mantle, Wing pattern different.
has no band across the wing coverts but rather a field of solid color, .
Bonaparte's Gull-is smaller, with more white in primaries, tail not forked and not
having a band across the nape,
Black-headed Gull-same as Bonavarte's,
Ross's Gull-wing pattern similar, but has no auricular patch or nape band, has a
a wedge-shaped tail,
Little Gull-Back much darker, black cap, much smaller in size.

Prior experiemnce with this and similarly appearing speciess
None with Kittiwake or Ross's or Black-headed Gull, seen Little Gull only once(adult
nonbreeding plumage), seen Sabine's Gull several times in Cdlorado, have seen
Bonaparte's Gull a number of times in Colorado(including immature plumage),

Dooks, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?
Standard guides consulted, confirmed,

T:is report was written from notes made during X after observation; from memory
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COLORADC FIELD CRNITHOLOGISTS - SISHT RZCORD REPORT CFO-ORC FILE NO, 23-75-28
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Srecies: DBLACK-LEGCED KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla y
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Describe in great detail the bird's size, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern.
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give paticular emphasis to the marks
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Describe the bimd's song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e,, from
perch, in Fflight, etc:

Dcacribe the ha.blt.at m which you observed this bird:
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Pooks, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these intluence this documentation?

™is report was written from notes made during after Y observation; from memory
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Specics:  BLACK-LEGGED KITTTVAKE | Rissa tridactyla ‘
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific MName-use tincmial)
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Tther observers who independently identified this bird:
NAV ADDRESS TELEPHO!
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If photographed, type of equipment used: Yanon 2001~ teleshioto (Dhcto sucmictsu)
Light Corditians: excellent— sun ot Tv cucw
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Describe the bird's overall behavior and demeanor:
The btird was seea l.) resting ¢a onen water of Horsesnce Lese, and
2.) Tlying to zsd making aerial nlunses beluw tue water
surface at t.e fisuing buy of Euyc Lacge.

L narrow rcad levee separaves the two Larxes at this ficiing bay

Desceibe in great detail the bird's size, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern,
Inclule details on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give paticular erphasis to the marks
vou used to identify the bird, Reference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions
is not enouvgh, Describe what you actually saw in the field:
Jverall size- sligntly smelier thin nezrt. Ringbilled Gulls -
Plumage- First winter. (Ncte to reccrds committee~ teciunically srecking,
there is no immature plumagse. The s»ecies goes directly frox
natal—>rirst Winter—>®irst Nuptual Zlurage.)
The dorsal olumage vattern wus very striking, (see accomp. sketch)
Eill- The yellowish-green bill was =zn indication that the bird was enter-
ing Mirst Nuptual Flumage.
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field Charactrers noted at the time of observation were:
Bold dorsal wing surface (Szbine Gull-like)
Ilack cervical patch

Blzcuish ear-oatch

Black terminal band on tail

waite bod; and underwings.
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Describe the bird!s song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e,, fron
narch In flicht, etc;

fcice not heard

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird:
Lukes (orairie)

How were similarly appearing species e2liminated?
Hed-legged bhittiwuke- in simiiar

sin olWnus e lecss v.e tail band ana
bold dark edsings on t..e wing coverts

sabilnel Gull- .sdult winter licas black cervical zad tzil marks
First winter VJblqeb nas no blaca cervical marx aad.

has browni un—frdJ baci. also tue tail was not so
aeenly forsed as a Jacvine's Juil.)
uittle 5ull- Besides the Kittiwades, the

S

Little Guil is tv.e only otaer
ecies tu snow u« cervicul strive ur vatel in sub-=dult
olumzgze. ne similarity ends there. First winter Little

Gulls nave & bzca lise ¢ zebra-bacxed Aoudoecier,

Frior experience with this and similarly appearing species:
Tany times along Pacific Coast.

reu-legged—- No prev exverience
Little Gull- Only once.
Sabine'c Gull- lMany times {even hand-held)

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and how did these influence this documentation?
Robbins, et al.-
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This report was written from notes made during after I obne“vaticn, <rom memory
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