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L - CTIVE , FCTILC A GReAT DEAL | SeCimMMING JeRr CTTCE
(f2s - Fegine AtOAe SqOREGRE L STROAC eirhAd— Dib XOFT ST Do
nf2s- SMMING ACMOST EATIRECY — Fetew TRICL wwr/éa  DISTURBED By Lodd ACISE
BUAT <SAr Dot ACMECET MMEDIATELY

T FUGHT — FLEwe (ClosE TC ech rt‘e—:l\;fl.-'iﬂ aveR LAAD 7 Flée ke .Sf-),irh't';_', Gl
S mmne = BUOVARNT  pol dAIkE BewabApTe's St

Describe in great detail the bird's size, overall shape, plumage and color-pattern.
Include details on shape of bill, wings and tail. Give paticular emphasis to the marks
you used to identify the bird, Reference to its resemblance in field guide descriptions
is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field: _
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Describe the bird!'s song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e,, from
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Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird:
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Sceries;_ BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE | Rissa tridactyla .

(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Nare-use binomial)
Date(s): November 27, 1976 Time Bird Seen:_12:35 D.M, _t0J:00 PN, =NST
Locality: Union Reservoir e e c———
llearest Town:_Longmont . County: Weld

Other observers who independently identified this bird:

NAME ADDRESS TELEPHOND
Apparently this bird has been around for over a month and has been seen by a number

of people = Bruce Webb, Steve Larson, Pete and Mike Moulton to name a few, UNo one else

was _with me during my sighting,

Optical Equinnent: 15X=60X Zoom Telescope

If photozraphed, type of equipment used: by
Light Conditions:_Bright sunlight from observer's back; much simmering over water,
Distance from bird (how measured): Various: 300 feet to over 500 feet,
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Mumber of Birds Seen:_Cne Sex:Unknown __ Plumage: Immature

Describe the bird!s overall behavior and demeanor:
This bird was first seen as it joined in the harrassment of a large flock of Common

Mergansers and Common Goldeneyes which were feeding out on the reservoir, Approximately

50 gulls (mostly Ring-billed with a scattering of Bonaparte's) were engazed in the
harrassment, The Kittiwake was observed flying most of the time although it would

flutter to the surface of the water once in a while as if to pick up a bit of food,

then taking off again to join the other circling gulls., With the approach of a boat
carrying duck hunters, the feeding flock of Mergansers and Goldeneyes broke up and scattered
BesEriBe TROETEM" metdl] THE VKR SO SRR S 18, 0N , ORS8O EoToRipRttiRg:
Include details_on shape of bill, wings and tail, Give paticular emphasis to the marks

you used to identify the bird, reference to its resemblince in field guide descriptions

is not enough, Describe what you actually saw in the field:

A rather small gull (size between Ring-billed Gull and Bonaparte's Gull). Most notable
characteristic was the upperwing pattern which appeared as a dark "W" when the bird flew.
The primaries on the upper wing were black. A broad, dark band crossed the wing from the
wrist to the secondaries on the trailing edge of the wing., The background color on the
remainder of the wing was gray (lighter toward the trailing edge, darker toward the leading
edge), Tail appeared square at the distance I was observing the bird, was white with a
black terminal band., Underparts and head were white., There was a fairly well pronounced
black nape band and was seen when the bird got closer, The underwingse were mostly white
with some gray in the primary area., I could not make out the color of the bill or legs
due to viewing distance, The bold upperwing pattern contrasted nicely with the patterns
of the nearby Ring-billed and Bonaparte's Gulls,
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Describe the bird's song or call, if heard, including method of delivery, i.e,, from
perch, in flight, etc:

No call heard,

Describe the habitat in which you observed this bird:

Large, fresh water reservoir adjacent to the foothills of the Rocky Mountains,

How were similarly appearing species eliminated?

Immature Bonaparte's Gull: Bonaparte's Gulls are smaller and are more tern=like in
appearance, Bonaparte's Gulls show a similar band pattern
in the upperwing, but it is not nearly as pronounced due
mainly to the amount of white in the primaries (even in
young birds),

Immature Little Gull: Also has similar upperwing pattern, but is very small and has
rather rounded wingtips.

Immature Black-headed Gull: Roughly the same size as Kittiwake, but does not show
the strong wing banding due to amount of white in upper-
wing primaries,

Immature Sabine's Gull: Has boldly marked upper wing pattern but does not.show banding
forming the characteristic "W" of Kittiwake, Also too small
(size of Bonaparte's),

A1l other immature gulls: Eliminated due to upperwing configuration not matching the
foregoing species.

Prior experience with this and similarly appearing species:

Have seen literally hundreds of Black=legged Kittiwakes off central California during the
fall and winter months, many of them immatures., Found Colorado's second state record for
this species at Cherry Creek Reservoir on January 1, 1970 (also an immature), Have seen
one bird (adult) once on Long Island, New York, Also have seen all the gulls mentioned
above in the immature plumage except for the Black-headed Gull (one winter adult on Long
Island, New York two years ago).

Books, illustrations and advice consulted and hew did these influence this documentation?

Standard Field Guides consulted and confirmed observation.

This report was written from notes made during x after observ:. _ong from memory
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