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DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD SIGHTING
FOR

THE COLORADO FIEZLD ORNITHOLOGISTS® RECORDS

Species: EBlack—-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla)
Dates: November 1@, 1984 Time Bird Seen: 1545 to 1618
November 11, 1984 1015 to 18345

lLocality: Cherry Creek Reservoir
Denver, CO

Uptical eguiptment: Bushnell Spacemaster II 20x45 Zoom

Mumber of birds seen: 1 Sex: Unknown Flumage: st Winter
lLight conditions: Good

Distance from bird: 20 — 1000 meters (estimated)

Hirds overall behavior:

Bird appeared to be fishing, +flying rapidly around the lake
and often wheeling into the water from approximately S to 1@
meters. It would then immediately take to the air again and
continue its hunt.

Other observers:

November 18, 1984: Linda L. Blue
3145 Westcliff Dr. W.
Colorado Springs, CO 80706

November 11, 1984: William Maynard
929 Cheyenne Blwvd.
Colorado Springs. CO 88904

Detailed Description:

A good sized gull, approximately as large as the Ring-billed
Gulls +flving nearby and much larger than the Honaparte's Gulls
also +lying in the area. It’s wing beats were much more rapid
than the King-billed Gulls® and comparable to those ot the
EBonaparte’'s.

The most striking character of this bird was the bold “M”
pattern across the top of the wings accented by the white
triangles +formed on the wings by this pattern. The "M" pattern
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included the outer primaries and continued to the wrist, then
turned down towards the tail crossing into the gray area of the
median and greater wing coverts. This created the white
triangles noted above with the trailing edge of the wing forming
the base with the apex pointing towards the wrist. This triangle
area included the inner primaries and the secondaries.

The diagnostic character was the dark thick cervical mark forming
a collar across the back of the neck. This mark was visable from
the side in flight but was restricted to the top half of the
bird. There was a dark smudge behind the eve. The white tail
contrasted with the gray back and was tipped with black. The
bill appeared to be all black.

Calls:

No calls were heard.

Similar species elimination:

Immature Sabine’s Gull lacks bold black mark on inner wing,
and has an almost all dark top of head and neck.

Adult Sabine’'s BGull in winter plumage lacks bold black mark
on inner wing and tail is not tipped with black.

Immature Red-legged Kittiwake lacks bold striping on wings
and has less distinct, more ragged white triangle on wing.
Lacks black terminal band on tail.

Juvenile Little Gull has dark crown and cervical mark which
merges with dark back.

First winter Bonaparte’'s Gull has black mark across trailing
edge of wings and lacks the cervical mark.

Prior experience with this and similar species:
First sighting of Black-legged Kittiwake.

This report was written from notes made during observation.

Name: David V. Blue

Mailing address: 3145 Westcliff Dr. W.
Colorado Springs, CO B@9@6

Signature: Q&uu\ \//L/(/V.Z_;
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APPENDIX IT
i
DOCUMENTATION OF RARE LIRD SIGHTINGS
FOR

THE COL)RADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS' RECORDS

SO, ——

species: B lak-fivaed bithivals o K diditd

(Vernabdlar neme) (Scientific name)

If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, a written description of
your observations is unnecessary. But, if you have seen something unusual,
and would like to share this with others, a written description is essential.
Compilers of regional bird lists must insist that their records be scientifi-
cally sound; future bird students -- those studying occurrences 50 years

from now -- must have a written record on which to depend. By providing

the verifying written description, you are employing a basic rule of the
scientific method.

We recognize that experienced field observers can provide important and
reliable records, if supported by an adequate verifying description. Thus
this request is an effort to perpetuate your record by obtaining concrete
evidence which may be permanently preserved for examination by others in the
future. This procedure is required for every extraordinary observation,
irrespective of the observer,

Dates (s): r{/u'/i*/ Time Bird Seen: " /£!5¢ p. to™ /1100 4pm

Locality : (?Atyryff (reek [eses Joiv
fﬁ\"i’/'r/:‘r, &, /tn'f/:

Nearest town, county and state:

Optical equipment: /f/ Een ‘?Kjd J,:m-@gz A Fg s L p [/ af_,{}f{fg,’m/i‘-,z - /SA-Y5/ Jf%;.zg'

If photographed, please enclose copy. Equipment used: /ﬁﬁ”{;djfrjcf
(?/ﬁjfr{:? 560 rm F'ey\_s ;E

Number of birds seen: / Sex: < Plumage: /5'7/ /dfy{e;.

Light conditions: é?aqa/

Distance from bird, and how measured: 1Qézd 45 aév ag j?’

Describe the birc;'s_ 0;81'3‘};{1 behavj‘or: l’?f/f’.. Seen. L2 f’:.l-r‘,-.wulrl 7{‘/ f.n‘t'-l?—/ J,,}_,

?‘j{% a»'e’ '.é(.:a/q ‘f‘ ,V%' Lof ff(zn-- # mf .Sr;/r/ A‘Ifs Han full wyng boctc “and Fas A m Corpesisen
o e Gyl Bt Clfs Pty s byid i ficdong o£F o Ko sty fove e O] end bacdins
Describe the habitat in which you observed the bird: o sccasir i 440 Wate, £, r,
J - . ] , /JJ_ ¥/“ j"‘ f‘ ‘el

e jull WS Calsing Hp Seald | west andd pd sidec ’f ‘ s e
7&?&”7 Creett (.é;/ Llede 7o

Other observers who independently identified this bird (Please list name and

address):ﬂr{'é@‘,{ /A/é’//ﬁ/ /Jﬁg?”d}/_(.}'/;f;s [ £0906
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APPENDIX 1I Continued

Describe in great detail the bird which you saw. Emphasize particularly the
field marks used to identify the bird, but include a complete description

of the bird. Include size, overall shape, plumage and color pattern; details
on shape or size of bill, wings, and tail. (Reference to its resemblance to
field guide descriptions is not enough). Describe what you actually saw in

the field. : . - g U LT ;
Wmlz}’wy.jﬁjd MAM{W jé-w%ﬂf/ﬂe_/ésé
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Describe the bird's calls or sounds, if heard; including method of delivery--
i.e., from perch, in flight, etc.:

/”..1 /:'!/A'fe'z? be Stopds /!.'";f;ﬂ /

List similar species and how you eliminated them: 5= B 2 ;
e s 6l ooy 4 it o o i I Scat] Gutlis, Mot A o 1 "t g, 71T,
5 Toad, foe Hihomg WhitsTVidorgide SR St llrae d uri. g,

7 - Lo ;W s
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Prior experience with this andfsimifaé species: ol “{z*z ”ﬁy:ﬁﬁbu@%ﬁZaﬁ{ e gy
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This report was wthten from notes made during after V/ observation;

from memory

Name (print) : ["///&’r /f /j{ﬂ?_ffﬁ;
Mailing address: 920b drmm,ue K{d&f‘_ﬁ&@ﬂd/e \gi'*“."‘«'f fﬂ{) 3090

Signature: i Z, '

Return Form To:

CFO Records Committee

c/o Curator--Zoological Collections
Denver Museum of Natural History
City Park

Denver, CO 80205



