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Species: Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla)

Date: 1 January 2001 Number seen: one Sex: unknown Plumage: adult
Locality: Cherry Creek State Park Elevation: 5350 feet
Nearest town: Denver County: Arapahoe

Time observed: late morning

Duration of observation: about 5 minutes total

Description:

A Golden-crowned Sparrow had been reported since Dec 26, 2001 in the same patch of woods along
the bike path near a parking lot on the SW corner of the lake. | went there with several others to look
for this bird. After waiting for it to appear for several minutes, | finally spotted it coming out to feed on
some bird seed that someone had placed along the bike path. It was a large sparrow, notably a
Zonotrichia by size. It was predominantly brownish on the upperparts with faint streaking on the wings
and whitish on the underparts, although the unstreaked breast had a dingy brown tone to it. The most
distinctive feature was the deep yellow crown patch bordered by black feathering along the sides of
the crown. After seeing the crown patch | didn’t bother looking at the rest of the bird for plumage
details.

Describe the bird's song and call, if given, including method of delivery (i.e. from perch, in
flight, duration): none heard

What is your prior experience with this and similarly-appearing species? | have seen 100's of
this species while living in Alaska and California. This is the third GCSP | have seen in Colorado in
two years.

Light conditions: | don't recall



Optical equipment used: Zeiss 7x42 binoculars
Distance, and how estimated: about 8 meters
Other observers who saw the bird with you: Elena Thomas, Ann Thomas, and Max Thomas

Other observers who saw the bird independently: dozens, this bird was reported from 26 Dec 2001
to 9 Jan 2002 that | know of.

If photographed, type of equipment and film: none
List books, illustrations, recordings, other birders, etc. consulted and how this influenced your

identification:

a) at time of observation: none b) after observation: none

Reporting observer: Doug Faulkner Signature: M q’“‘-%‘“‘f

Address: Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory, 14500 Lark Bunting Lane, Brighton, CO 80601

Date report was written: 23 May 2002 from memory



