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Species: RED-THREOATED IOON | Gavia stellata
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific lanc-use binowial)
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Date(s):_December 15, 1973 P4ime Bird Seens: 10315 A.M, to 10:L5 ALM,
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Bill (shape and color):__ T sh colored with lower nmandible unturned . .
Legs (shane and color): id: — g T
Crown and Fore‘n-ead: 1isht Zroyid . .Eye ((,olor) ST
Nape:_ light grayish=0Droun ____Face..‘.u.r.:.ge. "‘hroat- _:..i:ﬁ___ ________
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Back: lirht ors: g e e -
Wings;. floded=1i: % zrayish=browm e g
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Specics: ItZD-THROATED LOON — 1 Cavia stellata -
(Vernacular llane) (Scientific lName-use binomial)

Date(s): December 15, 1973 ?ine Bird Scen:_10:15 Al 45 _10:L5 AL, i

Locality: Marston Reservoir _
liearest Town:. Bng euoouLm-q,. Couniy: _defferson
Cther observers iiio identificd this bird:
HAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE
uagk Redde 11
Van Truan
pticel Equipnent:__ 20x scope :
Licht Conditions: gocd . p— st e e e

Dﬂs.,'zr:c from Pird (how neasured):_ 400 E;C vards (estimeted) R —
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Number of Birds Seen:___1 _____Sex:__ 2 __ Plwnmare:_winter (gray) _ [
Overall Appecarance and Size:

o e snaky end small ___________:,T__,.__ __...v__________ o

Detailed Doscr:mt:. n (describe only what was actually observed in the i‘:a_elu)

Bill (shave and color):_ light and upturned , small . — L
Legs (shane and color): ; Sl - . _ .
Crovn end Forehead: _  gray o M-._.-.__Eyc (color ):_:e d
Nepes: . — . .Face: __ o RRTORG . MO
Breast and Sides:. _ white s e s e . s e
Belly and Flanks:_ bellv white, flanks slightly mottled w1th_g;‘_§y_

Undertail Cove“*o- ? B
Back:_ ____pgray with fine white spots = - .
Wiingss_ gray with fine white spots L

Undervings: ___light . B , o
Rurpe:_ ? U‘operta_l Covertss .2 _ . __ .
Uoper Side of Tail: ?
Under Side of Tail: 14
Shape of Tail; 2 : N —

Voice:  _ didp't call o e =
Behavior:____ sat on mwater primping an d_doove. oceassionly - oo

Habitat: _____ lake. N N
Prior ziperience with this Species:__observed once tefore off Celifornia coest

How viere Similarly Lnnoc.rmr- Swecies Eliminated?_ ﬁmalla:_anﬁ_mnr; anaky,_-gra}LeLand had __

A .s.mal.l“ypiu_r_neiﬁhilj ~ no _sharp demarcation line between crown end =
CrieekKs .,
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This i rReport was written .““0"1: lotes made (I.L”IU after observation; Memory x

Signed: . Hareld Re Holt Strees Address: 449 8. Xavier St .
Date Prepared:  12/29/73 .= Towm and Siate_Denver, CO ZIP £0219
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Species: RED-THROATED LOON | Gavia stellata .
(Vernacular Name) (Scientific Name-use binomial) s
Date(s): December 15, 1973 Time: Bivd Seens 015 AM. . 6  J0shE M
Locality: Marston Reservoir
Nearcst Tovn:_Bnglewood/Denver County: Jefferson
Cther observers who identified this bird:
HAIMS ADDRESS TELEPHOIE
_Harold Holt - L9 South Xavier, Denver, Colorado 80219 936-88L5 ___
Van Truan - 2510 Elizaieth, Pueblo, Colorado 81003 5h3-2959

Optical Equipment: 10X50_Binoculars; 15X-60X Zoom Telescope -
Light Conditions:Clear, bricht skys no heat, waves; light coming toward observer's left,
Distance from Bird (how neasured):;_300 feet gradually increasing to 500 feet, estimated,
Iumber of Birds Secen:_One _____ Sex: Unknown Plumage: Winter or possibly immature ___ __ _
Overall Appcarance and Size:_Upper parts brownish-gray; under parts white: Loon shaped,  _
—obviously smaller than Common Loon, Bill decidedly smaller than Common Loon, wpturned

_slightly at end., Bird appeared snaky in profile compared to Arctic Loons seen in Novembera
Detailed Descrintion (describe only what was actually observed in the ficld):

Bill (shave and color): Dark in color; short, pointed and slichtly wpturned at_end, o
Legs (shapc and color): Not seen other than during brief period of flicht, R
Crovn ar<d Forchead:Brownish-gray ===~ : _.Eye (color):Not seen
Yiape:Brownish-gray . ___Face; White .Throat:¥White =
Breast and Sides: White =~~~ = . o e e s g e
Belly and Flanks: _White o - ——

Undertail Coverts:_lot seen

Back:_Light brownish-gray (distance too great to see small white spot markings)
Wings: Brownish-gray; (no white patches as in most Grebes),

Underwinzs :Not _seen 4
Rump ; Brownish-gray Uppertail Coverts:lNob noted specifically
Upper Side of Tail:Not noted specifically

Under Side of Tail:Not seen B

_—_.-__...__.-——_-——-—....-_-_.—_—-.—--—-u-—-—_-_—-—.._.-

Voice:Silent,

Behavior: First observed in flisht about six feet over the water surface into teeth of very .
—Strong west wind, Finally settled on water; alternately diving and preening self,
Habitat:Fresh water reservoi i i a, X ains, .
Prior Experience with this Species:Il have seen many hundreds on both sts_in winter- =
-along the Atlantic Coast of Long Island, New York where it is possible to see up to as.
_many as 50-75 per d. S i ; iott Bay off Seattle,

—dashington (for three years); San Francisca Bay and Monterey Bay (for ) years).
How iiere Sinilarly Appcaring Species Eliminated? Western Grebe is much whiter on neck,
-darker on back, has straight, thin yellow bill, has white wing patch in flight; all other _
~local Grebes_eliminated on size,_ Common Loon much larger, with much heawier and loncer
-straicht bill, Common Loon also appears darker on wpperparts. Arctic Loon is roughly the . _
—same sizp__.m&g_engr:al;l_y_apﬁeaz:s darker on upperparts, the line of demarcation between the
-dark upperparts and whitish underparts being sharply contrasted in "arctica". The bird
seen at Marston Reservoir on December 15, 1973 did not display this marked contrast, =
_Arctic Loon has small, pointed and relatively straicht bill; Yellow-billed Loon too large.

This iHeport was writiten From: Notes made during X after X observation; Memory

Signed: - ﬁ‘{d al Street Address: Jack Reddall 11,50 South Alton Street

Date Préared;December 16, 1973 Towm and Statce.Englewood, Colorado ZIP_80110

Return to: JACK RIDDALL - LLi50 South Alton Sureet, Englewood, Colorade 80110
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ADDITIONAL NOTES ON RED-THROATED LOON AT MARSTON RESERVOIR, COLORADO ON 12/15/1973

I first observec this bird flying low over the water surface of Marston Reservoir
struggling into a very strong and gusty westerly wind, Its quick wing beats on long,
pointed wings (which showed no white patch =5 in Grebes) and hunched over flight
with feet dangling well beyond tail easily earmarked the bird as a Loon, When it
settled on the water a few moments later, it was obvious by its size and small bill
that it was not a Common Loon, I immediately becan concentrating on the bill using
between 25X and L5X on the telescope. The bill showed up extremely well and even
thouzh I estimated that the bird was about one hundred yards off, it was clearly
evident that the bill was slightly wpturned at the tip which is characteristic of
the Red-throated Loon, I was able to adjust to full 60 power to verify this field
marke, I also noticed that the general appearance of this Loon seemed much lighter
on the upper parts thon the Arctic Loons I found at Cherry Creek Reservoir on
November 18, 1973 s with the contrast between the upper and lower parts much less
pronounced in the Marston Reservoir bird., The overall paler tone of the Red-
throated Loon was due most likely to the small white spots on its back which even
at 60 power, I couldn't make out, I was able to follow the bird for about twenty-
five minutes as it swam, dived and preened itself, However, the s%ong wind and
resulting waves finally forced it far off to one corner of the reservoir almost

directly into the sun and I eventually lost sicht of it.
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